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From 1971 to 2021 was a long path 
for a nation to achieve economic 
emancipation that Bangladesh can 
boast proudly. We can remember 
vividly that the war torn Bangladesh 
had to start almost with zero 
resources to build the nation on 
the path of a self reliant country 
immediately after the country’s 
independence in 1971 through a 
9-month war with Pakistan.  
The history of struggle for 
independence started in 1952 
when several youths preferred to 
embrace final sacrifice for uphold the 
honour and prestige of our mother 
tongue Bangla. In fact that was the 
beginning of our struggle for the 
freedom as a separate nation. We 
achieved our freedom at the cost 
of final sacrifice of 3 million people 
and at least 200,000 women were 
the victims of systematic campaign of 
genocidal rape. 

At 50, Bangladesh today is a 
textbook case of success story on 
many fronts, a development wonder 
to many. 
After many upheavals and downturns 
since independence, Bangladesh has 
now embarked upon an ambitious 
journey towards development and 
prosperity. It is no longer a dream for 
us to become a developing nation 
as we have already secured the final 
recommendation from the United 
Nations (UN) for graduation from the 

status of a Least Developed Country 
in 2026.

Bangladesh has already proved 
its capability in different fields, 
especially in the areas of 
agriculture, ready-made garments, 

pharmaceuticals, shipbuilding as well 
as small and medium enterprises. 
After attaining geographical 
freedom, the struggle of Bangladesh 
is now for economic emancipation as 
emphasised by Father of the Nation 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, popularly 
referred to as Bangabandhu. 
The Bangalee nation had fought 
against oppression and deprivation 
of Pakistani rulers for 24 years 
under the undisputed leadership 
of Bangabandhu.  After the 
independence, he started the 

daunting task rebuilding the war-
ravaged country. In his brief three-
and-half years’ tenure, destroyed 
roads, bridges, culverts, railways 
and ports were rebuilt and put back 
to work to revive the economy. The 
war-torn Bangladesh was listed 

as a member of least developed 
countries. 
Hard efforts for the last 50 years 
have put Bangladesh on a strong 
footing with spectacular socio-
economic progress. Under the able 
leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina since 2009, the country has 
been on a journey towards the next 
phase of development. 
The poverty rate has come down to 
20.5 percent from 42.5 percent in 
the last 12 years. Famine is a thing 
of the past as the country is now near 
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self-sufficient in rice. Its progress 
in producing egg, meat, milk, 
fish, vegetables and fruits is also 
remarkable. 
Today, the benefits of ‘Digital 
Bangladesh’ have been expanded 
from urban to remote village 
level.  The present government has 
brought 99 percent of the people 
under electricity coverage. To keep 
the economy going, offsetting the 
impacts of coronavirus, Bangladesh 
spent 1.24 lakh crore taka, or 4.44 
percent of its GDP under 23 stimulus 
packages. 
Bangladesh is now capable 
of looking beyond short-term 
development plans and venturing on 
long-term missions like a 100-year 
`Delta Plan 2100’-- first of this kind 
in the world. 
The persistent efforts of the present 
government for the last 12 years put 
Bangladesh on track of achieving 
most of `SDGs-2030’ and 
`Vision-2041’. 
At the Golden Jubilee of 
independence, Bangladesh is now a 
growing agricultural and industrial 
powerhouse in South Asia. 
   “Fast-growing economy”, 
“emerging economy”, “Asian tiger” 
are only a few of the buzzwords 
often used to describe Bangladesh’s 
success. From an exporter of raw 
jute, rawhide and tea in ‘70s, 
Bangladesh is now a major exporter 
of manufacturing goods. In apparel 
exports, the country is second only to 
China. 
In remittance earning, our workforce 
all around the world scored well even 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. The 
money they sent home contributed 
to foreign currency reserves. School 
enrolments have gone high, with girls 
outperforming boys in public exams.

We had achieved 7% GDP growth 
before the Covid-19 pandemic and 
saw a positive growth even during 
the pandemic, when most countries 
had negative growth. Bangladesh is 
outdoing its peers in the region in 
some social indicators. 
These are among our achievements 
as a nation-- definitely big gains that 

we must be proud of. 
But we cannot afford to be 
complacent, because it took us half 
a century since our independence to 
reach here. Even in Asia, there are 
countries which performed much 
better than us during the first few 
decades of their independence. 
Whatever Bangladesh achieved so 
far has been low-hanging fruits of 
growth that came on the back of 
individual efforts of the enterprising 
population. A senior development 
economist believes that the people’s 
aspiration and spirit have its roots 
in our War of Independence, which 
changed the psyche of the nation 
from fatalistic to inspirational. 
Some supportive policies were there 
from the government, but it is the 
people who made it happen. In fact, 
in our country, policies in most cases 
have followed the people’s efforts. 
In other words, when individual 
efforts of people started yielding, the 
government then came up with some 
policy that supported these efforts. 
The readymade garment industry is 
an example of how individual efforts 
have turned a single developing 
domestic sector into one of the 
world’s leading industries over the 
decade, compelling the government 
to continue creating more supportive 
policies. 
The same thing is happening with 
the information and communication 
technology (ICT) sector. 
Entrepreneurs are now enjoying 
policy support from the government 
for nearly two decades across the 
political divide, though the sector still 
has a long way to go and a lot more 
to ask for. 
Individual efforts are needed, but 
these are not enough to proceed 
further. Apart from supportive 
policies, facilitating infrastructures 
and logistics have to be put in place 
to get high hanging fruits within 
reach.

However, the government has taken 
up a series of large infrastructure 
projects. Work on the Padma Bridge 
is in progress. Mega projects like 
metrorail, expressway, Karnaphuli 

tunnel, deep seaport are underway, 
while a high-speed train line is in 
plan. Such infrastructures are vital for 
future growth. 
Another most important instrument 
is digital connectivity. 3G, 4G, 5G 
are buzzwords now. Youths of the 
day need high-speed internet. The 
government needs to ensure quality 
internet service at the lowest possible 
price in towns and villages. 
Our economy is now on the recovery 
path despite a fear of a fresh surge 
in infection from a new variant- 
Omicron. Our people braved the 
deadly virus and went back to work. 
That saved the economy from falling 
further. Resilience is our strength – a 
safeguard in time of needs. We left 
famine behind, we learnt to fight and 
live with disasters. Now we need to 
sustain our growth, while proceeding 
further. 
After 50 years of independence, 
now we need to relook at both our 
achievements and failures. Inequality 
is widening and people in power lack 
accountability. 
Corruption is everywhere. This must 
be plugged. 
Government policies must be 
updated and made more business 
friendly. Hard work of the private 
sector enterprises must be backed by 
support from the government. 
There is a revolutionary change in 
our economy during the last 50 years 
as now we shifted to an industry 
based economy from agriculture. 
Our industrial sectors have given 
highest priority to augmentation of 
productivity. 
Today Bangladesh is a role model of 
development. Still there is a long way 
to go for economic emancipation 
to bring real fruits of geographical 
independence to common people.

Celebration of Silver Jubilee  
The American Chamber of 
Commerce in Bangladesh (AmCham) 
has celebrated its 25th anniversary 
through a colorful programme at 
the Hotel Intercontinental with a call 
to further cement and foster trade 
and business relations between two 
friendly countries – Bangladesh and 



the United States of America.

Bangladesh’s Foreign 
Minister AK Abdul Momen in his 
speech as the chief guest at the 
AmCham’s Silver Jubilee programme 
has rightly mentioned that the U.S.A 
is one of the tested good friends 
who always stand by the side of 
Bangladesh in times of need. In this 
context he has cited the strong U.S. 
support in handling the Rohingya 
crisis and putting pressure on 
Myanmar so that it takes back its 
citizens ensuring their rights.

Besides, the U.S.A also came forward 
when Bangladesh was desperately 
looking for a vaccine at a time when 
the whole world was grappling for 
the Covid-19 shots to tackle the 
deadly virus. Initially the U.S donated 
5.5 million doses of vaccine and 
further committed to donate another 
29 million doses.
Earl R. Miller, the U.S. Ambassador 
to Bangladesh has expressed his 
satisfaction at the growth of trade 
between the two countries though he 
believes that there is much potential 
to augment the volume further. 
The volume of bilateral business 
increased 500% during the past 25 
years. The USA is the number one 

country in making foreign direct 
investment in Bangladesh and more 
opportunities are there to raise it 
further.
On the eve of the Silver Jubilee 
celebration, AmCham unveiled 
a research report titled “USA-
Bangladesh Trade & Investment: 
Next Generation Priorities”. The 
study was carried out by Policy 
Exchange Bangladesh on behalf of 
AmCham.  A panel discussion was 
held in conjunction with the formal 
release of the report.
The report has identified several 
factors that contributed to the 
resilience and growth that 
Bangladesh has exhibited. Those 
include higher private sector 
engagement, remittances, economic 
liberalization and trade integration.
Bangladesh has achieved a middle 
income country status in only fifty 
years of its independence.
Building on the success, Bangladesh 
rightly aspires to be an upper 
middle-income country by 2031 and 
a developed country by 2041.

However, it needs to overcome key 
constraints to further economic 
growth.
One of Bangladesh’s greatest 
challenges is to provide gainful 

employment to 2.1 million people 
who are joining the labour force 
every year.
Private investment and economic 
diversification are key drivers that will 
help deliver Bangladesh’s economic 
aspirations and address the 
decelerating pace of job creation.
The need for increased trade and 
investment becomes more pressing 
as Bangladesh, now struggling to 
overcome pandemic shocks, will face 
severe challenges after its graduation 
from the Least Developed Country 
(LDC) status.

 As AmCham considers corporate 
social responsibility (CSR) as one 
of the key business strategies 
for sustainable development, 
it reviewed CSR activities of its 
member firms and awarded three 
of them for 2021 in the anniversary 
programme.  CitiBank N.A, Coca-
Cola Bangladesh Limited and 
Standard Chartered Bank got the 
recognition for their outstanding CSR 
initiatives round the year even during 
these days of COVID-19 pandemic.

Serajul Islam Quadir
Executive Editor

77



8

Fifty years of 
Bangladesh’s Inclusive 
Development Journey

Atiur Rahman, PhD

Introduction: A Difficult Start

Fifty years ago, Bangladesh started an 
arduous developmental journey with 
practicallynothing, but the fighting 
spirit instilled by the Father of the 
Nation. Rising from the ashes of the 
liberation war of 1971 with negative 
economic growth, the nation defied 
overwhelming poverty, hunger, and 
faminethrough strong leadership and 
commitment to overcome crises. It was 
able to reconstruct its war-ravaged 
infrastructures and institutions to initiate 
sustained growth, despite volatile 
geopolitics and persistent natural 
shocks. Despite these challenges, 
Bangladesh opted for an inclusive 
growth process with equity and justice 
through planned development. This 
initiative turned out to be exemplary, 
and Bangladesh is now cited as a role 
model of sustainable development with 
limited resources. This paper plans 
to document the country’s inspiring 
macro-economic transformation along 

with a roadmap of the way forward.

Early Investment in Human 
Development

Bangladesh was strategic to make 
an early investment in human 
development with several important 
policy initiatives by Bangabandhu 
(Planning Commission, 1973; and 
Rahman, 2021):

1 Population Control: Raising 
social consciousness and 
institutional capacity of the 
government and society at 
large was a smart policy move. 
The public-private partnership 
involving non-governmental 
institutions and other social self-
help groups strengthened this 
campaign. This policy move was 
crucial given the fertility rate of six 
children per eligible couple in the 
early 1970s.

2. Drive for Food Self-
Sufficiency: A far-sighted policy 
initiative to support research 
and development to increase 
agricultural production, along 
with investment in modernization 
to pursue the ‘Green Revolution’ 
to attain food self-sufficiency. It 
was demeaning for the nation to 
depend heavily on conditional 
food aid.

3. Universal Primary Education: 
Despite resource constraints, 
the leadership initiatedpublic 
investment in primary education 
across the country. This is paying 

off even today, by creating 
greater access for women in the 
formal labor force.

4. Promoting Secularism: The 
farsighted policy of secularism 
embedded in the Constitution 
provided peace and harmony in 
society and politics, overcoming 
attempts at destabilization. 
Many countries failed to achieve 
inclusive development due to 
religious radicalism. Bangladesh 
also lost several valuable years to 
the rise of fundamentalism post-
1975. The country is fortunately 
back to its original contour after 
heavy political struggles.

Based on these fundamental strengths 
of the inclusive socio-economic 
policies, Bangladesh started moving 
on steady feet, providing balanced 
support to agriculture and industry 
alike. Agriculture was supported 
to provide food for the massive 
population, employment to the 
growing number of youths, and 
raw materials and demand for the 
industry. In the absence of domestic 
entrepreneurs, the state took 
responsibility for industrialization. 
The First Five Year Plan emphasized 
creating an enabling environment for 
the private sector, and the government 
raised the ceiling of investment. The 
government launched the Constitution 
swiftly, with a pledge to achieve an 
equitable society by reducing inequality 
and enhancing people’s participation 
in development. It also prioritized 
education, to ensure human resource 
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development. An elaborate Education 
Commission Report was prepared 
within two years of independence.

The results of these policy moves 
were indeed rewarding. The country 
recovered its development momentum 
quite fast, and its per capita income 
increased threefold from USD 
93 in 1972 to USD 273 in 1975 
(Kashem, 2018). With the killing 
of Bangabandhu, the development 
journey derailed, and the per capita 
income decelerated for years. It took 
thirteen years for the country to come 
near the level of per capita income of 
1975(e.g., USD 270 in 1988).

Bangladesh Back on Track

After a prolonged struggle for 
democratic transition, Bangladesh 
finally restarted its inclusive 

development journey in 1996 under 
the leadership of Sheikh Hasina. 
With a clear focus on agricultural 
development and social protection 
for the extremely poor, she started 
reforming socio-economic policies. 
She also had to face a monumental 
flood disaster in 1998. Yet the poverty 
rate dropped, and the country headed 
towards inclusive development. 
Unfortunately, this development 
journey came to a halt in 2001 
with a change in the government. 
Despite some attempts at economic 
liberalization, the country witnessed 

an unprecedented level of violence, 
religious extremism, and political 
instability leading to quasi-military 
takeover of the government, leaving 
the society destabilized. 

Since the 2008 national election, 
many of those dire effects have been 
reversed. By winning that election 
and the subsequent ones, Sheikh 
Hasina has returned to power and 
has run the government effectively 
ever since. The country witnessed 
a ‘quantum jump’ in most socio-
economic indicators during the last 
decade or so. Over the last twelve 
years, the per capita increased more 
than three times to USD 2,227 (The 
Daily Star, 17 May 2021). Remittance 
has increased from USD 9.6 billion 
in 2008-09 to USD 24.8 billion in 
2020-21. Export earnings increased 

from USD 15.5 billion in 2008-09 to 
about USD 39 billion in 2020-21. The 
foreign exchange reserve increased 
nearly seven times during this period. 
Agricultural production has increased 
more than four times since 1972, 
turning a food-deficit country into a 
food-surplus nation for the most part. 
The inflation has been well-contained 
(Finance Division, 2020). Economic 
success has also translatedto social 
progress. The fertility rate has come 
down to 2.1 children per couple and 
expected life expectancy went up to 
72.8 years in 2020 from just about 

47 years in 1972. Both child mortality 
and maternal mortality have reduced 
significantly (Rahman, 2020). 

Immediately before the pandemic, the 
poverty rate came down to nearly 20 
percent (BBS 2016), which may have 
gone up by a few percentage points by 
now. The rural economy has become 
more vibrant with higher productivity 
of agriculture and enhanced non-
farm income, accounting for about 
60 percent of the rural income 
(Byron, R.K. 2015). Digitization of 
services including e-commerce, 
f-commerce, mobile financial services, 
agent banking, and internet banking 
has thrived thanks to the ‘Digital 
Bangladesh’ campaign of HPM. No 
doubt she realized much earlier that 
everything would be digitized in the 
coming days. Bangladesh is now 
viewed as yet another Asian success 
story of development in line with South 
Korea, China, and Vietnam.

The prudent policy stance of the 
government led by HPM Sheikh 
Hasina, with a robust stimulus injection 
of 4.6 percent of GDP (The Daily Star, 
26 July 2021), has kept the country 
afloat despite the massive pandemic 
challenges of job and income losses, 
poverty increase, and unprecedented 
health shocks. Both education and 
health sectors are in deep trouble 
despite their early gains.

Despite the immediate impacts 
of the pandemic, the Bangladesh 
development story remains very 
impressive. Much has been done. 
Much more will be done. The major 
factors that have contributed towards 
this success are:

- Favorable macro-economic 
policies with desired incen-
tives.

- Young demographic structure

- Strong and rising labor force

- Major digitization both in 
government and finance

- Continuity of the government 
with policy consistency

Figure 01: Per capita income of Bangladesh (in current USD) between 1972 to 1977

Source: Abul Kashem, 2018
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Looking Ahead:

Agriculture, remittances, and export 
sectors have been the pillars of 
Bangladesh’s economic success. In 
addition, digitization has catalyzed 
the inclusive growth of the economy. 
Small entrepreneurs, including women, 
have contributed significantly from the 

bottom of the social pyramid. If we 
want to move ahead with speed and 
vigor, we must put additional emphasis 
on the following policy imperatives.

Investing in agriculture, our 
major savior

Agriculture, always our 
strongest suit, is witnessing 
unprecedentedmodernization in terms 
of mechanization, diversification, and 
innovation of climate-friendly seeds 
with strong policy support of the 
government.

Phenomenal growth has been seen in 
value-added and cereal agriculture, 
and other farming sub-sectors. 
Agricultural growth has consistently 
been over three percent during the 
last decade. The government’s surplus 
management in coordination with 
the market, providing necessary price 
incentives to the farmers, has been 
strategic. 

Yet, a more efficient supply chain 
should be established, and will require 
several reforms including further 
mechanization, crop-diversification, 
efficient water management for 
appropriate irrigation, food-processing 
to increase shelf-life of farm products, 
post-harvest waste reduction, 
agricultural exports promotion, and 

increasing private investment in 
agriculture. 

Prioritizing renewables for 
increasing the supply of green 
energy

The pandemic is a rude wake-up call 
to us for taking nature for granted. 
We must prioritize transforming the 
energy sectorwith a clear focus on 
addressing climate change challenges. 
Bangladesh is becoming a power 
surplus country. However, the share 
of renewable energy to total energy 
still hovers around only 2 percent 
compared to 23 percent in India.

As a leader of the Climate Vulnerable 
Forum, we have an additional 
responsibility to push the green 
energy agenda. Shifting to renewable 
energy will help reduce the import 
bill on coal, create new employment 
opportunities, enhance the inflow of 
new investments, and promote the 
ecologically sustainable growth of the 

country. The falling price of renewable 
energy due to cost-effective generation 
through improved technology has been 
pushing this shift, driving the imperative 
for major reform of the power sector 
including the need for deregulation, 
decentralization, partnership with 
social entrepreneurs, and efficient price 
discovery. The soon-to-be-initiated 
Mujib Climate Prosperity Plan could 
be a game-changer in transforming 
resilience into green recovery and 
prosperitywhile centering renewables. 

Supporting ICT and startups for 
sustainable growth

The pandemic has already 
demonstrated the power of digital 
transformation. Adopting digital 
communication and shifting to working 
from homehave improved productivity 
significantly. ICT is becoming the 
country’s new engine of growth, 
attracting more private investment, 
creating new jobs in the rural and 
urban areas alike, making Bangladesh 
a reliable source for a low-cost 
supply of knowledge-based business 
solutions. 

The policymakers should strategize 
investment policies with incentives for 
developing applications using Artificial 
Intelligence (AI), Machine Learning 
(ML), robotics, and blockchain 
technology. Bangladesh must invest 
in becoming an innovation hub with 
growing startups. The ICT Division is 
moving in that direction and started 
a creative fund to encourage seeding 
startups. To support startups with 
innovative ideas, Bangladesh Bank 
has created a special fund to be 
implementedthrough the banks, asking 
banks to set up their own start-up 
funds. 

Supporting Fintech and Health-
tech

Mobile financial services and agent 
banking have become more popular 
than ever during the pandemic. Even 
the government is using this facility 
extensively to transfer the social security 
programs allowances. Small businesses 
with home delivery services are thriving 

Figure 02 : Poverty and extreme poverty ratios for Bangladesh

Source: HIES, BBS, 2016
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because of fintech. New health-techs, 
such as telemedicine, sales of medicine, 
setting appointments with doctors, 
admission to hospitals, and counseling 
services are thriving as well. 

The state and bigger entrepreneurs 
should nurture these SMEs to develop 
a future ecosystem of businesses 
leveraging the IT infrastructure. 

Invest in supply chain – both 
local and regional

Developing an efficient supply 
chain, both at the local and 
global levels by improving forward 
and backward linkages through 
modernizing logistics, will take 
Bangladesh to a higher trajectory of 
designing, production, marketing, 
distribution, and post-sale support. 
Such participation in the global 
value chain will lead to greater 
gains from trade, which will enhance 
employment opportunities and 
per capita income of the country. 
ASEAN’s index of participation in 
the Global Value Chain is about 46 
percent. 

The shift in the global value chain in 
response to COVID-19 and expansion 
of exports in the post-pandemic 
situation will create new opportunities 
for Bangladesh. To benefit from it, 
besides diversifying trade, Bangladesh 
should move strategically towards 

regional trade integration and early 
completion of bilateral free trade 
agreements with the US, EU, UK, and 
ASEAN.

Continue investing in 
infrastructure

Despite a massive increase in 
investment in megaprojects,the 
infrastructure gap remains. However, 
mega infrastructure projects like 
thePadma Bridge, metro-rails, deep-sea 
port, and Special Economic Zones can 
potentially rejuvenate the economy of 
Bangladesh. Policymakers must look for 
both private and public investmentfor 
infrastructural development. 

Simultaneously, investments in 
naturalinfrastructures like mangrove 
forests, wetlands, haor, water 
bodies,wind power systems, anti-salinity 
projects, etc. in the coastal belt to 
make thegreen growth processshould 
prevail. Both the regulators and 
governmentmust plan in advance 
to mobilize sustainable finance 
including greenbonds/sukuks and 
green refinance to support green 
infrastructures.

Conclusion: Towards Green and 
Inclusive Recovery

We can take many innovative initiatives 
to make our pandemic recovery green 

and inclusive. Ultimately, we have 
tocombine sustainable production 
and consumption with nature-friendly 
lifestyles to make our recovery more 
feasible. Above all, we must emphasize 

good governance, accountability, 
and transparency, with a sharp focus 
on gender inequality.To meet these 
goals there should be more investment 
in human resource development, 
including skilling and re-skilling.

Of course, more funding will be 
required. Bringing more people 
into the tax net can increase 
revenue domestically. Additionally, 
funds can be mobilized from non-
resident Bangladeshis already 
active in the capital and bond 
market. Improving the ease of 
doing business and upgrading 
our service processes using digital 
technologies should be prioritized. 
In the end, we want to make 
Bangladesh as well the world 
‘cleaner, greener and safer,’ as 
described by our Honorable Prime 
Minister in a recent write-up (The 
Financial Times, 28 September 
2020).

-----------------------------------------
The author of this article is the 
Bangabandhu Chair Professor, Dhaka 
University, and former Governor, 
Bangladesh Bank. He can be reached 
at dratiur@gmail.com
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Role of Youth in Bangladesh 
War of Liberation-71

Lt Gen M. Harun-Ar-Rashid, Bir Protik (Retired)

Throughout history, Youth have 
played pivotal role in transforming 
societies to better standards. 
Bangladesh is no exception as 
the youth laid the foundation 
of Bangalee Nationalism and 
Independent Bangladesh. 

Bangladesh has been under the 
oppression of Pakistan since 
inception of Independent Pakistan 
in August 1947. Immediately after 
the independence,Pakistani rulers 
declared Urdu to be the state 
language of Pakistan ignoring the 
56% Bengalee population of the 
country who speak Bangla. It is the 
students of the University of Dhaka 
who raised the voice against such 
unjustified decision and imposition of 
an alien language on the Bangalee 
people of the then East Pakistan. 
Subsequently this opposition turned 
into a movement which spread 
over whole country. Pakistani 
authorities unlashed all sorts of 
repression including arrest, torture 
and jail to the youths involved in the 
movement. On 21 February 1952 
a good number students including 
Salam, Jabbar, Rafique, Barkat were 
brutally killed by the police while 

demonstrating on the street. This 
was the turning point in history of 
Bangladesh and laid the seed of 
Bengalee Nationalism. 

After partition in 1947 Pakistani 
rulers made the then East Pakistan 
a colony. They plundered the rich 
resources of East Pakistan to develop 
the Western wing, they imposed 
alien culturebarring traditional 
Bengali Culture, unjustly dismissed 
the democratically elected Provincial 
Government and many more. The 
people were deprived of the fruits of 
independence and became poor to 
poorer. In 1966 young and visionary 
Bangalee leader Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahmandeclared six point program 
for the overall emancipation of the 
Bangalee People. By touring all 
across the country he transformed 
the demands into a mass movement. 
The Pakistani authorities could not 
accept the raising demand for the 
autonomy. As such they orchestrated 
infamous Agartala Conspiracy case 
and arrested Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
along with 34 others. Again the 
students and the youth came forward 
and formed,“All Party StudentsAction 
Committee” to raise the voice of the 
people and compel the authority to 
repeal the case. Under the leadership 
of the students, the movement 
turned into mass upsurge in 1969. 
Subsequently the Pakistani Military 
Authority was compelled to withdraw 
the case and free all prisoners 
including Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. 
This victory of student led movement 
turned the history of Bangladesh 
to full-fledged Independence 
Movement. Student Organizations 
turned into more radicalinstitutions. 
After the release of Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman from the custody, he showed 
grater dependency on student 

organizations particularly to Chatra 
League for carrying forward his six 
point demands. The then Dhaka 
University Student Union (DAKSU) 
leaders as well as Chatra League 
leaders became part of Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman’s Campaign. 
Towards the end of 1969 new 
Military ruler of Pakistan promised 
to conduct General Election within 
shortest possible time. Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman started his Election 
Campaign based on his six point 
demands. Again students from all 
fronts unitedlycampaigned to realize 
the six points program. Notably 
students of Dhaka University played 
the pivotal role to organize and lead 
students from across the country. 
Eventually students and the youth 
mobilized whole country in favor of 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as well as 
his six point program. 

In the General Election conducted 
by Pakistani authority, people of East 
Pakistan gave unanimous support 
to Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as well 
as his six points program. Awami 
League under the Leadership of 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman secured 167 
out 169 National Parliament seats 
allotted to East Pakistan. This was a 
clear majority in 300 seat Pakistan 
National Assembly,as such legitimate 
claimant to form the Central Govt. 
However Pakistani Authorities were 
unwilling to hand over power to the 
elected authority as such evaporating 
the long cherished hopes of 56% 
Bangalee population to form any 
government  at the Center. When 
Pakistani Military ruler declared 
indefinite postponement of newly 
elected parliamenton 01 March 71, 
students of Dhaka University and 
youth of the country came out on the 
streets to protest the postponement. 
This protest did not remain limited to 
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protest march, very soon turned into 
demand of IndependentBangladesh.
Students and protesters raised 
slogan “exi ev½vjx AkÖai-evsjv‡`k ¯^vaxb 
Ki” that,(Brave Banglees-take 
up Arms-Liberate Bangladesh). 
On 02 March 71 students of 
Dhaka University raised flag of 
Independent Bangladesh at the 
University Campus. Declared 
Charter of Independence on 03 
March 71 at the Race Course 
Ground. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
by that time was crowned with 
the tittle“Bangabandhu” who also 
declared noncooperation movement 
against the Pakistani Authority. 
He was scheduled to address a 
public meeting at the Race Course 
Ground on 07 March 71 and 
declare subsequent action plan. 
Student leaders built up tremendous 
pressure on Bangabandhu to declare 
independence in his speech on 07 
March 71. However Bangabandhu 
declared that “Gev‡ii msMÖvg Avgv‡`i gyw³i 
msMÖvg-Gev‡ii msMÖvg ¯^vaxbZvi msMÖvg”(This 
time struggle is for our emancipation, 
this time struggle is for freedom). 
After this declaration whole nation 
rose to the occasion. Streets of main 
cities of East Pakistan were filled with 
processions and slogans demanding 
independence of Bangladesh. 
Pakistani Authorities took on hard 
line to suppress the uprising. Good 
number of demonstrators mostly 
youth and students were killed 
by police firing. As the Pakistani 
repression increased the response 
from the Bangalees also turned 
harder and harder. Noncooperation 
movement got momentum and 
by second week of March 71, all 
government  establishment as well 
as Private Businesses and Banks 
were closed. Pakistan Authority 
ceased to existanywhere in whole of 
East Pakistan except Cantonments. 
All buildings and shops raised new 
Bangladesh Flags. In reality Pakistan 
was dead. However Pakistani 
Authorities played heinous tactics 
of discussion with Bangabandhu 
and find political solution to buy 
time for military buildup. Pakistani 
Authorities continued to buildup 

strength by shipping enough troops, 
weapon, and equipment from West 
Pakistan. On the dark night of 25 
March 71, Pakistanis let loseall their 
armed might against the unarmed 
Bangalees. 

Pakistanis made the biggest blunder 
of misjudging the strength and will 
of the Bangalee race. Pakistanis 
estimated that, by indiscriminate 
killing of few thousand leaders, 
students, youth, workers, rest of 
population will be so terrified 
that they will submit to the knees. 
Pakistanis primarily targeted the 
university halls including girl’s 
hostels, the labor camps and slum 
areas. Thousands of Teachers, 
Students and innocent people were 
killed on the first night. But they 
failed to kill the indomitable spirit 
of Bengalee Nation and urge for 
the Independent Bangladesh. In the 
early hours of 26 March 71 before 
his arrest, Bangabandhu declared 
independence of Bangladesh. As 
response to his call spontaneous 
resistance grew up all across the 
country. The Bangalee Armed Units 
particularly the units of the East 
Bengal Regiment, The East Pakistan 
Rifles, The East Pakistan Police and 
other para military forces revolted 
in their respective locations against 
Pakistan and pledged their loyalty 
to Bangladesh. Thousands of 
youths and students from all across 
the country joined these forces to 
form the nucleolus of the Mukti 
Bahini (Freedom Fighters). Thus 
War of Liberating the motherland 
started on all fronts. Government of 
Bangladesh was formed on 10 April 
71. There after the newly formed 
government took control of the 
affairs and organized the war. The 
War of Liberation was mainly fought 
on two fronts:

(I) War on the fieldBuilding 
Armed Resistance to cause as 
muchdamage to Occupation 
Forces and killing as many 
Pakistani soldiers as possible. 

(II)  War on Politico, Socio, Economic 
front.

Armed Resistance started from 
the very first night at East Pakistan 
Rifles Headquarters-Peelkhana, 
Police Headquarters and barracks 
at Rajarbagh, the East Bengal 
Regimental Center Chottagram and 
other places where Pakistanis were 
operating. However being overwhelm 
superior in number, weapon, and 
equipment and training the Bangalee 
resistance forces had to retreat 
after suffering heavy casualties. 
The youthand students from all 
forms of education institutions 
deserted their homes and education 
institutions to join the MuktiBahini. 
Revolted Bengal Regiment units, 
East Pakistan Rifles, Police units and 
retired soldiers started spontaneous 
training camps in an around their 
locations. Hundreds and thousands 
of voltmeters were given short 
training to these youth on sabotage 
activity and guerilla warfare. Within 
very short period of time Pakistani 
Authorities were facing resistance 
all across the country. These youth’s 
student volunteers had to suffer 
large number of casualty as they 
were facing overwhelming superior 
enemy. Due to extreme shortage of 
weapon, ammunition and equipment 
all volunteers could not be trained 
equipped or armed. Still they fought 
on their morale and spirt of liberating 
the Motherland. Subsequently as the 
Mukti Bahini Forces started to retreat 
towards the Border with India, these 
training camps were also shifted 
across the Border. Youth camps were 
also establishedclose to Border areas 
to accommodate all the volunteer 
youth crossing to India. Organizing 
training for all volunteers could not 
be under taken at a time for obvious 
reasons of shortage of resources. 
However many volunteers joined the 
fighting units locations where they 
could locate a Mukti Bahini Camp 
and got on job training. Training of 
Mukti Bahini Forces continued as the 
scale of operation inside Bangladesh 
also grew. It is needless to mention 
that Mukti Bahini successfully 
controlled the rural Bangladesh by 
end September and Occupation 
Forces operations got limited to 
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urban areas.By end of November 
when India-Bangladesh Joint Forces 
command was formed a force 
of 1,20,000 strong Mukti Bahini 
were placed under the Joint Forces 
Command. Again Mukti Bahini 
played very significant role in leading 
the Joint Forces to theirdesired 
locations, mobilizing administrative 
and logistic support and at times 
directing indirect fire on the enemy 
targets. 

If we analyze the composition of 
the total Mukti Bahini Forces, 85% 
of the strength was below 30 years 
of age. Rest 15% also comprised 
of 30 to 45 years of age group. 
Unfortunately till today Bangladesh 
could not establish accurate figure 
of Mukti Bahini members who got 
killed injured in war front. But it is 
beyond any doubtthat all the martyrs 
belong to 20-40 years age group. 
Moreover if we analyze the revolt 
of the armed units at the begging 
of the War, we realize that all the 
leaders who decided to revolt against 
Pakistan were also in their late 
thirties and early forties. Very high 
percentage of Mukti Bahini members 
who were awarded gallantly awards 
for their bravery in the battle were 
also below forty years of age. All the 
“Bir Shresto”awardees are also in 
their thirties. As such it can be safety 
concluded that the warin the field 
were fought by the youth and were 

led by the youth. No oppression, 
suppression and brutality of Pakistani 
Authorities could deter the spirt of the 
youth from achieving their desired 
goal of Independence of Dear 
Motherland Bangladesh. I bow my 
head in all humility to the memory of 
these youths. 

War on Politico, Socio,  and 
Economic front was also 
active simultaneously as the 
government had to mobilize 
International support in favor of 
our Independence. Prime Minister 
Tajuddin Ahmed and his cabinet 
colleagues made relentless efforts 
in organizing the War Effort as 
well as mobilize International 
opinion in favor of Bangladesh. 
Good number of young Bangalee 
diplomats working in Pakistani 
Missions abroad, defected from 
their work places and joined the 
Bangladesh government effort 
in their respective places. All 
Bangalee students studying abroad 
also left their study places to 
join the Bangladesh government 
effort. Creation of Shadhin Bangla 
Betar Kendra made significant 
contribution in raising the morale 
of Mukti Bahini as well as all 
Bangaless across the Globe. 
Again few spirited cultural activists 
and young journalists played the 
pioneering role in broadcasting 
and keeping the radio station 

alive. In fact by beginning of June 
71 this radio station became the 
only source of inspiration for Mukti 
Bahini fighters fighting inside 
Bangladesh. 

If can be easily understood that all 
aspects of Nine months long war 
has  not been documented so far. 
However it is extremely important 
for our Nation to record as much 
detail of the War of Liberation as 
possible. For this, massive research 
and analysis are required. We 
have wasted enough time in 
collecting important data about 
our War of Liberation 71. We must 
not waste any more before we lose 
all Mukti Bahini Members.

The youth of sixties and seventies 
have definitely made marked 
contribution in the achievement of 
our Independence. They had made 
supreme sacrifices and created 
history by making impossible into 
possible. Today again the youth of 
the country have to come forward 
to realize the dream of our Martyrs 
to create a Sonar Bangla and 
bring desired honor for our Mother 
land. 
Joy Bangla
--------------------------------------------

The author of this article is a former 
Chief of Army Staff and is a valiant 
freedom fi ghter in country’s Liberation 
War in 1971.
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Md Touhd Hossain

Diplomatic Strategy to 
Repatriate Rohingyas 
Back to Myanmar

The Rohingyas, a distinct ethnic 
group, are living in the northern 
Rakhine state of Myanmar for 
the last thousand years. Rakhine, 
then Arakan, was an independent 
kingdom for 500 years, before the 
Burmese king took the opportunity 
of an internecine power struggle and 
occupied Arakan in 1785,  Burma 
ruled Arakan for a mere 40 years 
before it became part of the British 
Bengal in 1826. For no visible 
reason, except that the territory was 
conquered from the Burmese king, 
Arakan was made a part of Burma by 
the British colonialists. 

Burmese independence leader 
General Aung San had promised 
autonomy to the Rohingyas and to all 
other ethnic groups in independent 
Burma. However, after he was killed, 
the Burmese rulers did not keep this 
commitment. Of all the groups, the 
Rohingyas were the most unfortunate 
as they were not even recognized as 
a legitimate ethnic group. Particularly 

after the military took powers in 
Burma in 1962, the Rohingyas 
faced atrocities form the state. The 
Buddhist clergy and the local Rakhine 
community joined hands with the 
military in this act.

The first large scale forced exodus of 
250,000Rohingyas to Bangladesh 
took place in 1978. An agreement 
was signed between Burma and 
Bangladesh under which repatriation 
of ‘lawful residents’ was agreed, and 
most of them were repatriated, with a 
handful staying back. 

The Citizenship Act of 1982 
of Myanmar de-legitimized 
theRohingyas. To be considered as 
citizens, their ancestors had to be 
continuously resident in the Rakhine 
state since 1823,and the  onus 
of proof of residency was on the 
Rohingyas. Maltreatment & atrocities 
led to a second exodus in 1991-
92. The repatriation Agreement of 
1992 provided for return of ‘lawful 
citizens’! In view of the provisions 
of the Citizenship Act of 1982, 
many of them could not go back. 
Slow and continuous exodus of the 
community continued since then and 
at least 300,000Rohingyas entered 
Bangladesh before the organized 
atrocities of 2016 when80,000 
Rohingyas fled to Bangladesh, 
and they could not return.Under 
international pressure, the Kofi 
Anan Commission was instituted 
by Myanmar. The report of the 
Commission submitted on 23 August 
2017, made 88 recommendations 
and asked for return of the Rohingyas 

to Myanmar with rights and security.

Ironically, two days after the Kofi 
Anan Commission submitted its 
report, on 25 August; the Myanmar 
military enacted the latest mass 
expulsion under extreme atrocities 
(killing, rape, arson). More than 
800,000 Rohingyas have been 
forced to flee to Bangladesh. The 
UN Human Rights Commission 
has termed it as a textbook case of 
‘ethnic cleansing’. Bangladesh Prime 
Minister took the issue to the UN. 
However, with firm support of China 
and Russia on Myanmar’s side, UN 
Security Council was unable to make 
any move.

A refugee problem can in theory 
be resolved in three ways. They 
can be absorbed in the recipient 
country, they can be accommodated 
in third countries, or they go back 
to where they came from. There is 
no possibility that the million plus 
Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh 
will be accepted by other countries 
for rehabilitation. And the most 
densely populated country of the 
world has no place to give them a 
permanent abode. Unfortunately, 
the World Bank, on the basis of a 
recommendation from UNHCR, 
had made a similar plan to settle 
the Rohingyas, or most of them, in 
Bangladesh. This suggestion was 
summarily rejected. Solution to 
the Rohingya problem can only be 
found on the basis of the proposal 
of Bangladesh PM at the UN and 
the Annan Commission report. 
Rohingy as must be recognized as 
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full citizens with equal rights and 
dignity, and be allowed to return 
to their homes. Arrangements 
must be made to ensure their 
security in the Rakhine state. An 
atmosphere conducive to the return 
of the refugees to Myanmar must be 
created and that is a responsibility of 
Myanmar. Atrocities on them by the 
establishment and others must stop. 
However, so far there is no indication 
that the Myanmar regime is prepared 
to do that.

Bangladesh made the first diplomatic 
move with Myanmar for repatriation 
of the Rohingyas almost immediately 
after their forced exodus in 2017. 
An arrangement was signed on 23 
November 2017 between the two 
countries spelling out the conditions 
of repatriationIt is believed that 
the hurriedly concluded document 
was signed at the behest of China. 
However, conditions spelt out in 
the deal were much too favourable 
towards Myanmar. A working group 
comprising members from both 
countries was set up to work on 
modalities of repatriation and they 
have met a number of times. As one 
can see, the agreement has been 
practically futile as no Rohingya has 
been repatriated in the last four years 
plus time.

Bangladesh has tried a peaceful 
process of repatriation of the 
Rohingyas to their country through 

bilateral diplomatic negotiations. 
However, this is unlikely to succeed, 
since the game plan of the Myanmar 
military is acomplete expulsion 
of the Rohingyas from Rakhine. 
Bangladesh, however, still has kept 
the bilateral window open as there 
are not many other options.  

Bangladesh faces multiple challenges 
emanating from the Rohingya crisis. 
Foremost of all, she has to remain 
active to keep the issue alive before 
the international community. In 

the international arena one crisis 
is quickly overshadowed by the 
emergence of a new one. The 
COVID pandemic became so 
overwhelmingly global that the 
Rohingya issue almost disappeared 
from view. Again the fall of Kabul 
at the hands of Taliban and its 
possible ramifications became the 
prime concern of the countries that 
matter. The Rohingya issue must not 
be allowed to disappear from the 
international visibility. 

After an initial hesitation, Bangladesh 
has continued its efforts to 
internationalise the issue and has 
achieved some success. Not only at 
the UN but in every forum and at 
every opportunity Bangladesh has 
highlighted the plight of the Rohingyas 
and the need for repatriation. A 
UNGA Resolution of November 2018 
strongly condemned human rights 
abuses by Myanmar on the Rohingya 

and other minorities. Co-sponsored 
by 103 countries, the resolution was 
passed with 142-7 votes with 26 
abstentions. A similar Resolution of 
December 2019 was passed with 
134-9 votes with 28 abstentions. 
More recently in November 2021, the 
Third Committee of the UNGA passed 
a unanimous resolution calling upon 
Myanmar to take back the Rohingyas. 
UNGA Resolutions are however,not 
enforceable and unless the Security 
Council passes such resolutions (very 
unlikely because of Chinese and 
Russian support for Myanmar), no 
concrete action can be taken.

An important development that took 
place in 2019 was the genocide 
case filed at the International 
Court of Justice (ICJ) by Gambia 
at the behest of Organization of 
Islamic Co-operation (OIC). The 
three days’ hearing on the case 
started at the ICJ in the Hague on 
10 December 2019. On that day 
Gambia’s Law Minister Abu Bakr 
Mari Ambadu made his deposition, 
providing evidence that the intent of 
genocide was present in the action 
of Myanmar Army. On the 11th, Aung 
San Su Kyi, the Nobel laureate for 
Peace, defended Myanmar Army’s 
actions, mentioning that a clearance 
operation was undertaken following 
terrorist attacks, and agreed that 
excessive forcemay have beenused. 
On the 12th the two sides refuted 
each other’s position. The Court 
issued an order on Myanmar to stop 
further genocide and take action 
against destruction of any evidence. 
Subsequently Myanmar challenged 
the rights of Gambia to file the 
case. Hearing on this is scheduled 
to be held in 2022. Legal process 
requires long time to resolve, and 
uncertainties are always there. While 
Bangladesh is providing support to 
the legal battle and will continue 
to do so, effort has to continue to 
resolve the problem diplomatically to 
send back the Rohingyas.

The biggest diplomatic setback 
for Bangladesh in the efforts 
at repatriation of Rohingyas to 
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Myanmar has been the role of 
China. As a country that has 
close friendly relations with 
both Bangladesh and Myanmar, 
and Myanmar being so much 
dependent on China, Bangladesh 
expected China to play an even 
handed role in resolving the crisis. 
However, instead of doing so, 
China threw its lot completely in 
favour of Myanmar. While human 
rights or atrocities on minorities are 
issues of lesser priority for China, 
there are practical reasons why 
China is strongly backing up the 
Myanmar regime.The Chinese have 
built two pipelines from the Bay 
of Bengal coast of Rakhine state 
to the Yunnan province, cutting 
across Myanmar. One of these 
transport offshore gas from fields 
of Myanmar while the other carries 
oil imported from the Middle East. 
China is completing construction of 
the Kyaukphyu port in the Rakhine 
state and connecting it to China 
by rail and road. These initiatives 
will greatly reduce Chinese 
dependence on the narrow and 
strategically vulnerable Malacca 
Strait. Thus while Myanmar junta 
is dependent on Chinese support, 
China is also in a way dependent 
on Myanmar. Besides, the country 
has rich natural resources ready to 
grab. There are also speculations 
that Bangladesh abandoning the 
Sonadiadeep sea port project with 
Chinese involvement under Indian 
pressure, was also a reason for 
China turning its face away.

Bangladesh, while succumbing to 
Chinese pressure as regards the 
repatriation agreement, continued 
its efforts to bring in China to resolve 
the issue. On 19 January 2021 a 
tripartite meeting involving China, 
Bangladesh and Myanmar was held 
in which China played the role of 
facilitator. No substantive progress 
was made in the meeting, but 
the parties agreed to meet again 
next month. However, efforts of 
Bangladesh to sit for this meeting has 
not been responded to by Myanmar 
because of its internal developments.

The role of Bangladesh’s close 
friend India is all the more puzzling. 
Indian interests in Myanmar do 
not seem to be as compelling as 
China’s. Yet India has also offered 
strong and consistent support for 

Myanmar. There is the issue of an 
alternate route to Mizoram in the 
North-East by way of the Kaladan 
project, something least likely to be 
viable. India also seeks Myanmar’s 
co-operation against North-East 
insurgents some of which set up 
camps in the jungles and hills 
of Myanmar across the border.  
Besides, India feels that it needs to 
counter Chinese influence in the 
country. Above all it must not be 
forgotten that the state powers in 
India are in the hands of an anti-
Muslim communal party, the BJP, 
who couldn’t care less for the plight 
of a community who happen to be 
Muslims.

Two important developments have 
taken place in Myanmar in 2021 
which would have far reaching 
ramifications for the Rohingya crisis. 
The first of these is the ouster of the 
quasi-civilian Su Kyi government 
in a military coup and complete 
takeover of the government by 
the Tatmadaw under General Min 
AungHlaing. The façade of civilian 
rule that Aung San Su Kyi and her 
NLD was providing has thus been 
removed. Bangladesh has expressed 
cautious reaction to the event. Since 

the coup, no progress has been 
made on negotiations for Rohingya 
repatriation. The tripartite effort 
under Chinese good offices has also 
made no progress.

The second development was the 
formation of the National Unity 
Government (NUG) led by the 
members of the defunct Parliament 
comprising mostly of the National 
League for Democracy (NLD) of 
Aung San Su Kyi, but also including 
members from smaller parties and 
ethnic groups. In fact the Acting 
President of NUG, DuwaLashi La 
belongs to a small ethnic group 
while NLD has kept the post of Prime 
Minister.

On 03 June 2021 the NUG issued 
a Policy position on the Rohingya 
in Rakhine State. This is important 
because it is for the first time that 
a Myanmar entity addressed the 
Rohingya as such, instead of calling 
them Muslim residents or illegal 
Bengalis. The document states that 
‘The National Unity Government 
aims to build a prosperous and 
federal democratic union where all 
ethnic groups belonging to the union 
can live together peacefully.’and that 
there would be no discrimination. 
The NUG regards the above-
mentioned policy as a basis in 
addressing the matters related to 
the Rohingyas in Rakhine State.  It 
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also stated that ‘The National Unity 
Government well understands 
the violence and gross human 
rights violations inflicted upon the 
Rohingyas by the thuggish military 
and the massive displacement, 
with hundreds of thousands fleeing 

their homes during the conflicts in 
Rakhine State over the last decades’. 
It promised to ensure justice for 
the Rohingyas and to address the 
affairs in Rakhine State on the basis 
of the 88 recommendations set out 
in the final report of the Advisory 
Commission on Rakhine State 
chaired by Dr. Kofi Annan. The 
Rohingyas, it said, are entitled to 
citizenship with fundamental human 
rights and voluntary, safe, and 
dignified repatriation.

Finally, the NUG,invitedRohingyas 
to join hands with them and with 
others to participate in this Spring 
Revolution against the military 
dictatorship.Thus the document not 
only recognizes the Rohingyas as 
legitimate inhabitants of Myanmar, 
but also invites them to join the 
efforts of the NUG to remove the 
military regime.

On 20 August 2021 the NUG 
issued a second document accepting 
the jurisdiction of the International 
Criminal Court with respect to 
international crimes committed in 
Myanmar territory since 1 July 2002. 
The NUG also issued a statement 
‘on the 4th anniversary of the 
atrocity crimes committed against the 

Rohingya people in 2017’,stating 
that ‘The National Unity Government 
is deeply saddened by the 
horrendous violence, gross human 
rights violations, and massive 
displacement that the Rohingya 
people suffered four years ago’ and 

that voluntary and safe repatriation 
of the Rohingya people in a dignified 
manner was their utmost priority.

The commitments contained in the 
declarations of the NUG fulfil almost 
all that the Rohingyas would desire 
for their return to their land. However 
under the prevailing circumstances, it 
is highly unlikely that the Tatmadaw, 
with China solidly behind and many 
other countries offering support, can 
be militarily defeated and the NUG 
can capture power. However, these 
are important documents that can be 
used in any future peace settlement 
that could take place in Myanmar 
involving all the belligerents.

What are then the options of 
Bangladesh for repatriation of the 
million plus Rohingyas? As it stands 
now, Bangladesh’s sole option is 
to continue diplomatic efforts for a 
peaceful repatriation. She is keeping 
the issue alive in the UN and other 
forums. Apart from that, she needs 
to continue with a number of other 
initiatives.

Firstly, the bilateral window with 
Myanmar has to be kept open even 
if it shows no positive result. And 
for that reason Bangladesh cannot 

recognize the NUG. Efforts must 
continue to restart the trilateral 
process, with China as the facilitator. 
If there is one country which has 
influence on the rogue regime in 
Nay Pi Taw it is China. Bangladesh 
diplomacy, therefore must invest 
substantially to modify the Chinese 
position and make it more even 
handed.Bangladesh has to continue 
to impress upon China that it is in 
the interest of regional peace and 
security including Chinese interests 
in western Myanmar, to resolve the 
issue.

Secondly, for the first time in the UN, 
Japan has become a co-sponsor of a 
motion asking Myanmar to take back 
Rohingyas. Till before that Japan was 
more sympathetic to Myanmar and 
had abstained from any voting. This 
should be cashed in and ensured 
that Japan remains proactive.

Thirdly, friend India needs to be 
diplomatically pressurized to leave 
its pro-Myanmar position and come 
to the aid of Bangladesh in resolving 
the issue. Bangladesh has fulfilled all 
of India’s security concerns. It is now 
time that she pays back for some of 
that goodwill.

Fourthly, Europe and the USA have 
been supportive of the Rohingya 
cause from the very beginning. 
However, except for the US imposing 
embargo on some of the generals, 
substantive steps on their part has 
been scanty. A congressman had 
suggested annexation of Rakhine 
state with Bangladesh. This is 
however no solution as this is neither 
feasible, nor does Bangladesh 
seek territories of other countries.
From the geopolitical perspective, 
the US sponsored Indo-Pacific 
Strategy is designed to contain the 
growing influence and capabilities 
of China. The US apparently has 
not recognized the importance of 
Myanmar in the Chinese scheme. A 
US support to the NUG could give it 
a leverage in this respect.

In the EU, the trade benefits under 
EBA to Myanmar has continued even 
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after that country’s gross violation of 
human rights, and in 2020 Myanmar 
exported goods worth more than 
2 billion dollars under this benefit. 
The characteristic firm position 
of the EU on human rights issues 
was also sadly lacking regarding 
the plight of the Rohingyas. Even 
in the EU Myanmar dialogue on 
human rights in 2020, the Rohingya 
issue was bracketed along with the 
problems of other ethnic groups 
in Myanmar, whereas the situation 
of the Rohingyas facing an ethnic 
cleansing was in no way comparable 
to the situation of other minority 
groups in that country. Only recently 
has the EU Parliament taken an 
important, though unbinding 
decision regarding Myanmar.  In 
a resolution adopted in the 1st week 
of October, the European Parliament 
voted to support Myanmar’s National 
Unity Government (NUG) and its 
parliamentary committee as the only 
legitimate representatives of crisis-hit 
Myanmar. Although no EU country 
has recognized the NUG, this move 
by the European Parliament would 
put some pressure on the Myanmar 
Junta.

Bangladesh has to continue 
intensive efforts with both the USA 
and the EU impressing upon them 
to substantially increase economic 
and other pressures on Myanmar to 
bring the Junta in line to agree to 
a sustainable and safe return of the 
Rohingya refugees.

Fifthly, although Bangladesh cannot 
recognize the Myanmar NUG, 
she should establish an informal 
contact with this entity, provide help 
if considered necessary. Bangladesh 
should also take steps to encourage 
a section of the Rohingya refugees 
to join the NUG as per their call and 
become a party to it. There is also an 

important Rohingya diaspora spread 
around the world. Bangladesh 
should make it a policy to keep 
regular contact with them, help them 
financially and persuade them to 
indulge in regular activities to make 
the plight of Rohingyas visible to the 
western public.

Sixthly, Bangladesh will have to 
continue to offer support to the 
ongoing legal process at the ICJ 
as well as the ICC. The process is 
long, but if and when Myanmar 
is designated a state that has 
committed genocide, it will be 
difficult for civilized countries to still 
continue to back Myanmar.

Lastly, history says, such problems 
have never been resolved peacefully. 
Bangladesh will have to be prepared 
for any possible conflict that 
may eventually arise in next five, 
ten, fifteen or twenty years. This 
preparation should start now. The 
‘trusted friends’ of Bangladesh have 
abandoned her at the crunch time. 
She will have to enlist the support 
of new friends. Military preparations 
are not necessarily for fighting a 
war, it is also useful in deterring a 
conflict. After the 1978 exodus, the 
Burmese junta was initially not willing 

to take the Rohingyas back. Although 
there is no documentary evidence, 
it is believed that then President 
ZiaurRahman had threatened to train 
the Rohingya youth, arm them and 
send them back to fight the Burmese 
military. This persuaded them to 
accept the repatriation.

In this preparation, Bangladesh 
would need to come out of its 
dangerous dependence on a single 
source for her military supplies. 
She needs to open up to alternate 
sources, particularly to the countries 
of the West. 
--------------------------------------------

The author of this article is a former 
Foreign Secretary of the People 
Republic of Bangladesh. His last 
assignment with the government 
was as the High Commissioner of 
Bangladesh to South Africa with 
concurrent accreditation to Angola, 
Namibia, Botswana, Mozambique, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe.  Since the 
retirement, the author has been 
involved in voluntary humanitarian 
work. He served as Honorary 
Country Director of Sonar Bangla 
Foundation, a US based NGO 
working in the health sector of 
Bangladesh.
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Executive Director
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AmCham in Action

[ As an integral part of the ongoing 
activity of AmCham Bangladesh, through 
these actions, we present the views of the 
AmCham members to the Government 
of Bangladesh, U.S.A and concerned 
stakeholders to come up with necessary 
solutions. The snapshots below cover 
highlights of AmCham activities during the 
timeline of this issue ]

AmCham Research - Focused 
Group Discussions (On 
October 10 , 2021): 

The strong, sustained growth of 
the economy, rising purchasing 
power, growing domestic market, 
proven manufacturing capacity, 
preferential access to markets, 
large share of youth in labor force 
are some of the factors that  make 
Bangladesh a lucrative investment 
and trading partner for world’s 
leading economies. Countries such 
as China, India, and UK are already 
leveraging these openings including 
infrastructure.

Such trade and investment  
opportunities also loom large 
for the U.S.A, one of the most 
important partners of Bangladesh 
. The current trade and investment 
scenario ,however,  remains far 
below potential.  Unleashing the full 
potential of trade and investment 
opportunities  between Bangladesh 
and the US will benefit from  a 

systematic assessment of where the 
opportunities lie, the current state,  
what holds back the full potential, 
how other comparator countries are 
making headway, and  identification 
of  strategic options for the US 
stakeholders to maximize potential.

Amcham, in partnership with Policy 
Exchange Bangladesh invited 
concerned stakeholders from its 
members, policy makers from 
both public & private sectors for a 
series of in-depth Focused Group 
Discussions . This 4th and final 
FGD was held on Infrastructure and 
opportunities for further engagements 
from USA. An investment requirement 
of US$ 608 billion for infrastructure 
of Bangladesh is estimated by 
Global Infrastructure Outlook till 
2040, which translates into US$ 
24.3 billion annually. Annual 
infrastructure investment needs to 
be 10% of GDP; however, it is less 
than 2% currently. Hence there is a 
significant financing gap, and the 
government encourages the private 
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sector to come in. National strategies 
of Bangladesh including PPP vision 
consider infrastructure to be a crucial 
factor to deepening industrialization, 
export diversification and achieving 
and maintaining a growth trajectory 
of 8% and above.

These crucial discussions helped 
us gain important insights on 
preparation of AmCham report on 
the theme “USA-Bangladesh Trade 
& Investment: Next Generation 
Priorities” which we released in 
concurrence with the 25th Anniverary 
Celebration.

AmCham COVID-19 Support 
Initiative (Phase-2) for 
HEALTHCARE (November 02 , 
2021) : 

H.E. Earl R. Miller, Ambassador 
of the United States of America to 
Bangladesh attended the ceremony 
as “Guest of Honor” and spoke 
on the occasion. The program 
was chaired by the AmCham 
President, Mr. Syed Ershad 
Ahmed while Ms. Zahida Fizza Kabir, 
CEO of Sajida Foundation briefed 
the participants about the Project 
details.

While we experience the decreasing 
number of COVID-19 cases every 
day and the vaccination provide 
a safeguard against the deadly 
coronavirus, we sadly found hospitals 
outside divisional headquarters are 
severely understaffed and do not 

have critical equipment to treat the 
overwhelmed number of patients in 

life-threatening state. The pressing 
need to respond to the worsening 
situation in those hospitals remains 
unresolved.

The American Chamber of 
Commerce in Bangladesh 
(AmCham), following up early 

instances to support the society 
and as part of its responsibility, has 

initiated the project with approval 
from DGHS in association with 
Sajida Foundation to :

  – Setup & manage ICU, HDU
 – Extend treatment to affected 

patients including general 
wards

 – Manage diagnostic service 
and medicine for COVID 
affected patients

in 3 public hospitals at Jashore, 
Chuadanga & Pabna districts.

AmCham - ICMAB Virtual 
Meeting (10.11.2021):

AmCham President along with the 
chamber Treasurer and Executive 
Director  had a virtual meeting 
with The Institute of Cost and 
Management Accountants of 
Bangladesh (ICMAB)’s current 
Vice Chairman Syed Abdulla Al 
Mamun, PhD, FCMA, who is also 
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CEO of AmCham member Dun & 
Bradstreet, Bangladesh (BDRAL) 
to promote cooperation and 

create opportunities for the regular 
exchange of skills and expertise 
between AmCham and ICMAB 
in the interest of mutual benefit 

and reciprocity. ICMAB through its 
business cell expressed their interest 
to assist AmCham members and 
potential U.S. companies to expand 
their business in Bangladesh as well 
assist AmCham in preparing annual 
policy recommendations. Both the 
organizations sought ways on future 
partnering in term of advocacy 
on management practices within 
Bangladesh to improve the overall 
business environment specially for 
entities from USA.

Annual CSR Report Launching 
Ceremony by The CSR Centre 
(17.11.2021):

AmCham, Bangladesh President 
as one of the Esteemed Panelists in 

the launching event of “Report on 
CSR in Bangladesh 2021: Pandemic 
- Embracing the New Normal ‘’ 

discussed mainly the effects of 
COVID-19 on the education sector 
in Bangladesh. Encouraging skill 
development in the country, he said, 

“Under this circumstance, improving 
human capital by investing in 
education, skill development, health 

and some other related fields is a 
key issue for Bangladesh.” He also 
made a point of the rehabilitation 
efforts that are a large part of CSR 
activities in Bangladesh, focusing on 
cyclone shelters built in Sirajganj. 
CSR Report 2021 highlights the 
initiatives businesses have taken 
amidst the pandemic as they 
continue to promote corporate 
sustainability. Chairman, CSR Centre 
Board of Trustees, Mr. Farooq 
Sobhan moderated the panel 
discussion, highlighting the period 
of the pandemic in Bangladesh, 
and its effect on the overall global 
community.

BIDA International Investment 
Summit (28-29 November, 
2021) : 

Bangladesh Investment Development 
Authority (BIDA) organized the two-
day International Investment Summit 
2021 to brand a ‘new Bangladesh’ 
and attract investments. Offering 
proper incentives such as tax holidays 
and ensuring facilities for sustainable 
growth of the sector were also 
emphasized at the plenary session 
of the conference, titled ‘Transport 
& Logistics: The Right Move’ held 
at a city hotel on the 2nd day in 
the summit  on 29th November 
2021 where American Chamber of 
Commerce in Bangladesh (AmCham 
President Syed Ershad Ahmed as 
Special Guest in his remarks spoke 
in the event, underlining the need for 
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environmentally-needed supply-chain 
management to lure international 
investors. He said local logistics 
sector requires special attention 
to handle the growing demand 
for import-export facilities citing 
that the warehouse at the Hazrat 
Shahjalal International Airport is not 
sufficient considering current needs, 
Ahmed suggested expanding railway 
infrastructure facilities to expedite 
foreign trade.

“AmCham’s 25th Anniversary 
Celebration in Bangladesh” 
(December 02, 2021) ”: 

The American Chamber of 
Commerce in Bangladesh (AmCham) 
celebrated its 25th Anniversary on 
December 02, 2021, at the Hotel 
InterContinental Dhaka. Dr. A. K. 
Abdul Momen M.P., Honorable 
Foreign Minister, Govt. of the 
people’s republic of Bangladesh 

attended the event as Chief 
Guest, Mr. Salman Fazlur Rahman 

M.P., Private Sector Industry 
and Investment Adviser to the 
Honorable Prime Minister was the 
Special Guest, H.E. Earl R. Miller, 
Ambassador of the United States 
Embassy in Bangladesh was present 

as the Guest of Honor along with 
the President – AmCham Mr. Syed 
Ershad Ahmed, members of the 
Chamber including the Executive 

Committee Members, former 
Presidents, Founders, foreign 

dignitaries, business leaders, 
media representatives and other 
distinguished guests attended.

The chamber has introduced 
a number of practices here in 
Bangladesh, the country was not 
familiar with, however proven to 
beneficial elsewhere in the world and 
provided a dynamic platform where 
many visionary ideas focusing on 
exchange of information between 
the U.S. and Bangladesh with a view 
to stimulating greater understanding 
about each other’s potentials and 
opportunities. AmCham Bangladesh 
holds the full Membership of the 
AmChams of Asia Pacific (AAP) 
and has also been accredited as 
a member of the U.S. Chamber of 

Commerce.

AmCham Research: 

On the eve of the Silver Jubilee 
Celebration, AmCham unveiled 
a research report tiled “USA-
Bangladesh Trade & Investment: Next 
Generation Priorities”. The study 
was carried out by Policy Exchange 
Bangladesh on behalf of AmCham.

A panel discussion was held in 
conjunction of the report release 
participated by Mr. N. Rajashekaran 
Chair of Research and Investment 
Development subcommittee, 
AmCham and Managing Director 
and Citi Country Officer, Citibank 
NA Bangladesh, Dr. M. Masrur 
Reaz, Chairman, Policy Exchange 
Bangladesh, Bangladesh Investment 
Development Authority (BIDA) 
executive chairman, Mr. Md Sirazul 
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Islam, Mr. John Dunham, Economic 
and Indo-Pacific Affairs Unit Chief, 
U.S. Embassy-Dhaka and Mr. Eric 
M. Walker, President of Chevron 
Bangladesh.

AmCham CSR Award: 

Amcham members considered 
Corporate Social Responsibility 
as a business strategy for 
sustainable development and on 
the 25th Anniversary celebration 
the chamber recognized few of its 
members for CSR activities and 
awarded three of them for 2021 
that included: Citi Bank N.A , 
Coca-Cola Bangladesh Limited and 
Standard Chartered Bank for their 
outstanding initiatives round the 
year even during these COVID-19 
Pandemic.

Between courses the musical 
entertainment delighted the guests 
with a celebratory cake placed in 
for a ceremonial cutting. It was at 
this moment the dignitaries were 
joined by the former presidents and 
executive committee members for 
their fellowship and determination 
to get AmCham to where it is today 
in Bangladesh and to take next 25 
years and beyond.

Mr. Syed Mohammad Kamal, Vice 
President – AmCham, Convenor 
of the Silver Jubilee Celebration 
committee & Country Manager, 
Mastercard  – Bangladesh in his 
closing remarks thanked all the 
members and supporters for their 
valiant efforts making this this 
glorious event a grand one.

AmCham Executive Committee 
Meetings (December 5, 2021):

AmCham Executive Committee 
members convened its 126th regular 
meeting online on 5th December 
3pm. As the chamber celebrated 
its 25th Anniversary, the committee 
members along with the regular 
agenda discussed about the way 
forward taking the journey of 
excellence into next level. Since 
the present committee faced an 
unprecedented challenge last 2 
years during Pandemic, they all 
discussed about chamber initiatives 
for self-sustaining ways that include 
Annual Trade Show, increasing 
member base and supporting their 
causes through policy advocacy and 
promoting activities in collaboration 
with other industry actors that would 
encourage uninterrupted operations 
by US companies in Bangladesh 

and ongoing business of AmCham 
members.

AmCham- U.S. Bangladesh 
Business Council Meeting 
(22.12.2021): 

Since the situation is improving 
gradually due to the successful roll 
out of vaccination and the  U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce launched 
U.S.- Bangladesh Business Council 
(USBBC) on April 6, 2021, AmCham 
ExCo members and visiting USBBC 
Director, Mr. Sidhanta Mehra 
met at AmCham board room to 
identify opportunities for mutual 
cooperation in the days ahead. As 
an accredited member of the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce – AmCham 
ExCo members discussed specially 
about the recovery strategy in the 
post pandemic period through 
joint initiatives attracting more 
direct intervention from US entities 
either from the source or from the 
regional hub.  While Bangladesh 
is completing its 50th  anniversary 
eyeing on achieving  middle-income 
status in near future, it’s evident that 
more synergy between these two 
apex bodies will foster sustainable 
business model for its members 
going forward.
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Forrest Cookson, PhD

Bangladesh: 
Challenges in 2022

A new year is upon us.  The past 
year has seen Bangladesh suffer 
and recover under the impact of 
Covid-19.  The toughness of the 
people and the leadership of the 
Government managed a successful 
passage.  Covid-19 is not done with 
us yet and the coming year will see 
continued infections, perhaps more 
than ever, of the Omicron version 
of the virus.  But the severity of this 
version seems less than the Delta 
version and the population will 
come through this.  The vaccination 
program is moving forward and 
by the end of 2022 most of the 
population will be vaccinated.  

The economy has commenced a 
strong recovery let by a remarkable 
performance of the garment sector.  
The Padma bridge was closed so it 
is possible to drive over the river; the 
finishing touches will be completed in 
2022 and the bridge will be open to 
the public. One of the great objectives 
of the Prime Minister will be completed. 

We will discuss in this article some of 
the important areas that will shape 

Bangladesh in the near future and 
one issue that will determine the 
history of the next three decades.  We 
do not discuss here distant problems, 
particularly climate change.  A few 
comments on what are the main 
events in the rest of the world that will 
influence what happens here.  

1. First, a reasonably strong 
recovery of the world 
economy is expected. There 
is considerable inflation and 
how severe that will be and 
the impact of countermeasures 
undertaken by the major central 
banks are uncertain.

2. Relations between China and 
the United States are very bad 
and getting worse.  There is 
concern that war will break 
out if the Chinese Government 
decides to reclaim Taiwan by 
force.  Indian-Chinese relations 
on their common border 
are dangerous.  The Middle 
East remains a collection of 
dangerpoints that can erupt any 
time, particularly over Iran’s 
nuclear energy program and 
Turkey’s floundering economy.  
The Russians are poised 
to invade the Ukraine. The 
American political system has 
opened up many cracks and 
the future of our democracy is 
at risk.

As we look forward to Bangladesh 
development in 2022 we must 
keep this backdrop in mind.  Any 
of the five dangers listed in the last 
paragraph could have a profound 
impact on Bangladesh. 

Education:  The single most 
important matter for the future 
of Bangladesh is building up the 
education system.  The Pandemic 
has dealt a terrible blow leading to 
almost 18 months of lost education 
for most of the school children 
in Bangladesh. A few percent 
of households that are well off 
financially were able to use the on 
line classes with some success.  But 
from the teachers and students that 
I have talked with it was not very 
successful.  Not that Bangladesh was 
different from other countries.

The development of education has 
concentrated on the primary and 
secondary school through SSC level 
and only to a lesser extent the HSC 
level.  The emphasis has been to 
increase the enrollments and to build 
the school structures needed.  Most 
of the school age children have at 
least started school. Large numbers 
of teachers were recruited and 
trained.  This training was insufficient, 
leaving the teachers without either 
the intellectual enrichment of subject 
matter classes, but also without 
the technical experience, practice, 
and mentoring of working in the 
classroom.  Teaching children of 
ages 6-15 is one of the most difficult 
jobs in the world even under the 
best of conditions and teaching well 
is not a gift, it must be learned and 
nurtured.  

A large complex organization 
such as the Bangladesh school 
system needs personnel policies 
appropriate to the importance of 
the task the teachers are charged 
with carrying out.  At present it is 
not.  Teachers are underpaid, have 
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no real career path, and no system 
for continuous education during 
their career.  Mentoring within the 
school is nonexistent.  Establishing 
the correct management system for 
the schools is urgent.  Currently, 
there is widespread interference in 
the hiring of staff by politicians; if 
school personnel become political 
patronage positions the education 
system will fail.

When the society is serious about a 
matter there will be some solution 
for these complex problems.  Most 
countries are serious about their 
military establishments and the 
politicians have only a limited ability 
to get their friends and relatives jobs 
as officers or enlisted men into the 
armed forcesor to interfere in the 
management of the defenders of the 
nation.

Achievement of certification as 
teacher should be well defined and 
managed centrally perhaps directly 
by the teacher colleges.  Certificates 
of teachers should be like ranks in 
the army: to be promoted specified 
years of experiences are needed and 
a required amount of training after 
being certified at the entry level.  The 
central government establishes rules 
and achievements for qualifications. 
It will take years to build such a 
system.  The budget implications are 
huge.  More teachers are needed 
and class size must be reduced.  
There will be a constant battle to 
keep children enrolled.  Young men 
increasingly go to urban areas; 
young women got married at 
young age.  Underage employment 
and early marriage remain acute 
problems. Children must be kept in 
school through the SSC. 

An appropriate system for 
managing the schools needs to 
be reconsidered.  The tasks are 
recruitment of teachers, evaluations 
and monitoring teacher progress 
along career paths; involvement of 
the local community in the school’s 
activities; management of facilities 
and equipment.  What organization 

can carry out these tasks is not 
obvious.  When an appropriate level 
of decentralization is established then 
the reform of the education system 
should begin with trials of say 5% 
of the schools to gain experience 
and adjust the administrative 
management.  It is impossible to 
design the management system by 
theoretical means.

The teacher is the most important 
person in the society.  The future of 
the nation depends on the quality 
of the teaching the young people 
receive.  This simple fact is not really 
recognized; and the teacher is not 
acknowledged as truly important.

The first step is to raise teacher’s 
salary and benefits to the same level 
as the officers of the armed forces.  
Teachers would be promoted based 
on experience in teaching and 
in completing additional training 
in both subject matter as well as 
techniques of teaching including use 
of internet resources.  Teachers need 
mentoring from older experienced 
teachers and this should become 
part of the work of the teacher.  The 
future of Bangladesh does not rest 
with the armed forces.  Rather it is 
the teacher who must shoulder the 
burden.  

Experience in other countries 
suggests that a successful education 
system requires the teacher be 
recognized as a person of great 
importance, commanding the 
respect of the community.  Selection, 
compensation, life time mentoring, 
team like approaches, sharing 
experience and insight into students 
are some of the keys to an education 
system that will provide the basis for 
a successful future.  Equally, failure 
to build a sound, inclusive education 
will make void other aspirations.  
Much more can be done to make 
public the importance of the 
teacher through rewards and public 
recognition. 

The schools need an inspection 
system that will provide honest 

reporting on what is happening.   
Only valid information will enable 
the system managers at every level 
to grasp the way things are moving 
forward, provide appropriate 
corrections and recommend changes 
in resource allocation.  An inspection 
system provides information on 
the condition of physical assets, 
assessment from observation and 
interview of the teachers and their 
problems, and direct confirmation of 
information on school attendance.  I 
have learned from the testimony of 
inspectors of the problems that they 
face that keep them from telling the 
truth.

Another key aspect of the primary 
and secondary education system 
is the role of the Madrasas.  These 
religious schools place major 
emphasis on studying the teachings 
and history of Islam.  Over the years 
efforts have been made to broaden 
the curriculum of the education 
offered by the Madrasas.  Progress 
is limited.  This is a key area for 
improvement in 2022; standardizing 
the core curriculum for all schools 
is a key task for the Government to 
achieve the goal of providing all 
children with an equal opportunity to 
thrive in the society.

Educating the intellectual 
elites:

In Bangladesh an estimate suggests 
that there are 100,000 Bangladeshis 
with IQs of 140 or higher between 
the age of 15-24.  This group of 
about 10,000 per year of age are 
the intellectual elites.  They must 
be found and given a superior 
education as it is these men and 
women that will lead the nation in 
the years to come.  There is not very 
much concern with this problem, but 
I want to suggest it is one of the most 
important for the future of the society.  

Identification can be accomplished 
during the first 12 years of the child’s 
life.  About age 12 these children 
should be given enhanced education 
opportunities.  Up to the age of 16 
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this can be accomplished by special 
schools in upazilas that will provide 
a more demanding education.  I 
have met many of these students 
and they uniformly report the lack 
of challenge of the regular school 
curriculum and their constant search 
for materials and mentoring.  For 
the four years of secondary school 
the approximately 40,000 should be 
sent to special schools where there 
be offered a high level of scientific 
and mathematical education.  Not 
everyone can be covered but a target 
of 20,000 is reasonable.  These 
special schools would each have 
about 2,000 students [500 per class] 
and eventually ten such schools can 
be established. These are meant 
to be boarding schools, with free 
tuition, excellent teachers, modern 
laboratory facilities, and a hard and 
demanding academic curriculum.  
The number of students that meet the 
140IQ criteria will be declining as 
the new age cohorts become smaller 
but this size of 20,000 is appropriate 
for the next 20 years.

When one completes secondary 
school these children would be 
encouraged to find the best university 
in which they can find admission.  
Roughly there are 5-10,000 of them 
per year.  Financing will be done 
by a combination of scholarships 
and loans.  Correctly managed 
most of these children will return to 
Bangladesh.

In 2022 Bangladesh should consider 
establishing a program that will 
provide the type of education for 
the intellectual elites.  The kind of 
secondary school described has been 
founded in many Asian countries 
[Korean, Australia, and Thailand are 
known to me.]  2022 should see the 
planning completed for two of such 
schools. 

Education and employment:  

There are a number of sectors of 
the economy that will offer many 
employment opportunities.  How to 
train workers in ways appropriate 

for these industries is a problem 
that needs more attention.  In my 
view an industry needs to establish 
different qualifications for certain 
jobs.  When jobs are defined by 
the training required to qualify then 
educators have a clear view of what 
is needed.  The industry must define 
the certification,covering required 
training and experience.  Jobs would 
generally be describe with skills and 
knowledge needed.  Universities, 
colleges, or special training institutes 
both private and public would then 
set up courses and tests to enable 
students to earn the qualifications.

Sectors that might be developed 
this way are the RMG sector where 
there are many different types of 
skills jobs available.  Other sectors 
are finance, IT, telecommunications, 
pharmaceuticals, construction, and 
cooking.    

Tertiary Education: 

Building up university level education 
has been based on increased state 
universities and the growth of private 
universities.  The development 
of the state universities is moving 
along rather well.  The private 
universities are a source of more 
concern.  One should hope that a 
process of certification of the private 
universities by an independent 
organization would be established 
in 2022.   There was an effort at 
one point to organize such a group 
to establish standards that private 
universities would need to meet if 
there was to be any certification.  The 
certification would be different from 
the regulatory role of the University 
Grants Commission.  It would a 
voluntary association but it would 
enable real progress to be made 
in establishing the reputation of the 
private universities.  Increasingly 
these universities have focused on 
making money for their sponsors by 
maximizing the number of students, 
forgoing any effort to establish 
entrance standards.  Without 
entrance standards the quality of 
the material taught has to decline 

in order to allow a high percentage 
of students to graduate.  The slow 
erosion of standards is having a 
very bad impact on many of the 
private universities.  It is not realistic 
to expect the UGC to do anything 
about this.  It can only be tackled 
by a voluntary association of some 
universities to establish a certification 
process, inviting other universities 
to join.   The university VCs know 
exactly what has to be done.  The 
Government and civil society should 
encourage such an organization.

In summary the year 2022 may be a 
year to raise the compensation and 
status of the teachers, improve the 
school inspection system establish 
a system to educate the needed 
workers, to plan for elite secondary 
school education and finally to 
establish a certification process for 
private universities. 

2.The next Parliamentary 
election:  

One of the major challenges of 
2022 is starting the preparation for 
the next Parliamentary election which 
is approximately two years away.  
Preparation is a very demanding 
job as the technical aspects of an 
election of the size of a country like 
Bangladesh are formidable.  

There is widespread distrust of the 
election process in Bangladesh.  It is 
clearly in the interests of all parties 
including the current governing 
party to have an election the results 
of which establish a legitimate 
government reflecting the views of 
the voters.

The Government will certainly 
be challenged by part of the 
international community and the 
leadership of the nation to insure that 
a free and fair election is achieved.  
The attitude of the international 
community is likely to be more 
intrusive than in the past several 
elections.  I do not mean to endorse 
or reject such an intrusive posture but 
rather to state that in my judgment 
this is what will happen.  During this 
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year issues on election observers 
will be confronted and agreements 
reached.  The international 
community will also want to bring the 
domestic election observers into the 
process of establishing rules and task 
definition.  

To prepare for the election the first 
task is the selection of an Election 
Commission that will be responsible 
for the conduct of the election.  This 
of course is now underway.  It is 
obvious that the selected members 
must be acceptable to the major 
political groups.  On the other hand 
the opposition should not make 
unreasonable demands on the 
type of persons that are appointed 
to the Commission.  Members of 
the Commission must go through 
a rigorous financial review with 
respect to their assets, consistency of 
income with assets, certifications on 
overseas assets, and agreements with 
countries that intend to observe the 
election to provide information on 
assets held abroad by persons under 
consideration.

I think the appointments to the 
EC should be long term, 10 years 
minimum but there are many 
arguments.  Serious thought must 
be given to the terms and method 
for appointment of the EC, including 
the Chairman.  For the next election 
the appointment should be for 
five years to conduct the election.  
But, immediately work should be 
undertaken to write legislation that 
will stabilize the appointment, terms 
of service, and responsibilities of 
the EC.  The experience of India is 
particularly relevant. 

The second task is for the newly 
appointed EC to review the senior 
staff of the EC and make appropriate 
changes.  Senior staff appointments 
should be made by the EC, but an 
independent group representing 
all major parties should review 
senior appointments and indicate 
any persons unacceptable to the 
independent group.  The objective 
is to build up a staff of the EC that 
is independent of the Civil Service.  

While this has always been the intent 
the success is uncertain.Countries 
interested in the election should on a 
long term basis provide training and 
observational experience to deepen 
the EC staff’s knowledge of means of 
managing elections.  

Once the EC and its senior staff are 
appointed the tasks of preparing for 
the election must be started.  There is 
little enough time and the key steps 
are as follows:

1. Update the voter list.

2. Work out a system that 
enables voters to vote where 
it is convenient, but the vote 
is counted in the Constituency 
in which they are registered.  
This will increase participation 
particularly for the poorer 
persons who may be unable to 
make the trip to their place of 
registration.  

3. Redraw the boundaries of the 
constituencies so that there 
is an approximately equal 
population in each constituency.  
As the 2021 Census has 
not yet been completed 
the EC should work out an 
approximation method of 
drawing the boundaries of the 
Constituencies on the principle 
of equal population. [This 
requires that Constituencies 
must be built from upazilas 
and may cross district lines.  To 
approximate the population 
the EC can use the voter lists, 
ID card information and use 
the best available information 
on the ratio of 18+ /total 
population allowing this to vary 
from one location to another 
according to the data.]  This 
will not be exact but can do for 
the next election.  Once the 
Census is available then the 
Constituencies can be redrawn 
again.

4. Financial rules:  Election 
finance regulations are 
now unrealistic and largely 

neglected.  The EC may rewrite 
the financing regulations 
and provide realistic levels of 
expenditures for the election.  
When the levels are unrealistic, 
then the rules will not be 
followed and the regulatory 
role of the EC is nugatory. The 
follow-up is essential.  The 
expenditure reports must be 
submitted and audited.  Failure 
to report on time should involve 
a large fine; in the case of 
sitting MPs this can be withheld 
from their salaries.  In the 
case of defeated candidates 
and sitting MPs they would 
be banned from running for 
Parliament in the future.  In 
the long run the control of 
financing of the Parliamentary 
election is one of the most 
important tasks of a democracy 
and the EC must take on this 
responsibility determined to 
enforce reasonable regulations 
over expenditures and 
demanding accounting for 
election expenses.

5. Election observer rules:  The 
EC should prepare the rules 
for election observers both 
foreign and domestic.  In doing 
so it would be best to draw 
on the experience from many 
countries.

6. Electronic voting machines:  
These should definitely be used 
but the design be such that 
a paper record is also made 
as a back-up.  There is a lot 
of suspicion about the voting 
machines.  The best way to 
manage this is to allow any 
political party of reasonable 
size to obtain from the EC the 
programs and some machines 
for testing before the election. A 
method acceptable to all major 
parties to use voting machines 
should be agreed upon as soon 
as the new EC takes office.

7. A system of election tribunals 
must be established and the 
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judges trained in the election 
law.  The EC should not 
announce the election result 
if there is a challenge.  The 
tribunals must hear the cases 
promptly and announce their 
judgment promptly. This is not 
a new concept but it has never 
worked well.  

8. The final task we mention here 
is the review and rewriting of 
the rules for polling agents.  
The most important rule is to 
specify a way to protect polling 
agents from abuse and being 
driven out of voting center.  This 
is reported all regularly; it is the 
task of the EC to ensure that 
this does not happen and that 
polling agents are present and 
hopefully doing their job.  This 
job includes being present at 
the vote counting and certifying 
the validity of the counting.  
These men and women are the 
true guardians of the election 
process. 

The task of preparing for the election 
is difficult and expensive and to have 
a good election these preparations 
must start as soon as possible.

3. Relations with India:

It is obvious that being next to a huge 
country such as India has important 
consequences.  In 2022 these 
relations will be challenged as never 
before.  Relations with India are at 
many levels:  Economic, military, 
cultural, religious, and financial.  
The policy of the Government is 
certainly to maintain good relations 
with India but not follow India’s 
demands.  India on the other hand 
recognizes that a friendly relationship 
with Bangladesh is very important.  
However, India wants to control 
closely every aspect of Bangladesh’s 
government that touches on India 
interests.  

India runs a very large trade 
and current account surplus with 
Bangladesh:  In 2020/21 the current 
deficit was —$8.8 billion.  This was 

largely made up by the trade deficit 
of —$8.3 billion [exports from 
Bangladesh $1.3 billion and imports 
to Bangladesh $9.5 billion].  The 
official estimates are wrong in two 
respects:  (1) There is large amount 
of under invoicing of imports.  We 
estimate this as $3 billion.  (2) The 
balance of payments do not reflect 
the payments to Indian workers that 
flow through the hundi system.  We 
estimate these at $1.4 billion.  The 
true current account deficit for 
India is then $—13.2 billion.  The 
inflow of capital in 2020/21 was 
$1.4 billion. [All of these numbers 
are from the Bangladesh Bank’s 
report on the balance of payments 
with India for 2020/21. Estimate of 
under invoicing from Pre shipment 
Inspection companies.  Information 
on outward remittance flow from 
data supplied from interviews]. 
The Indian economy benefits 
tremendously from this current 
account deficit.  Equally this reduces 
the Bangladesh economy by about 
$9 billion.  The return capital inflow 
is very small. 

India has put many barriers to reduce 
Bangladesh exports.  It is a ruthless 
exploitation of the Bangladesh 
economy.  One would hope that 
the Bangladesh Government in 
2022 would insist on corrective 
arrangements: Lowering the barriers 
to exports or put countervailing 
duties in place to lower Indian 
imports.  Second, to prevent Indian 
companies from under invoicing 
exports to Bangladesh.  The impact 
of this is to reduce border taxes 
collected by Bangladesh; these 
uncollected revenues amount to 
about $1 billion.  Third, the Indian 
workers illegal transfers through the 
hundi system should be stopped and 
these amounts taxed as income and 
made to pass through the formal 
banking system.  The BGMEA has a 
key role to play here.  The Reserve 
Bank is aware of these flows but does 
nothing to stop this illegal activity.  

The foreign assistance that is 
offered by India to Bangladesh is 

limited and project implementation 
is slow.  There is one large coal 
fired power plant soon to come 
into operation that will make an 
important contribution to Bangladesh 
generating capacity.  There are 
various contributions to the railway, 
which ultimatelyprobably benefit 
largely the Indian exporter to 
Bangladesh.  None of these credits is 
likely to make a positive contribution 
to the economy [that is, a positive 
return on capital.]

Military relations between the two 
countries seem good and the Indian 
armed forces are certainly trying to 
make positive contributions to the 
Bangladesh military establishment.  
2022 should see a deepening of 
these relationships.

The most serious issue in 2022 will 
be the Indian treatment of Muslims in 
India, and in particular accusations 
and listings of large numbers of 
Muslims who it is claimed have 
immigrated from Bangladesh.  These 
issues may become more inflamed 
in 2022 depending largely on the 
political developments in India.  
While the Indian Government is 
certainly supportive of Bangladesh 
many Indian politicians have little 
concern for the impact of their 
policies. 

4.Relations with China:

Bangladesh’s relationship with China 
will   expand and mature in 2022.  
The problems with China are obvious 
to everyone:  India and the United 
States have deteriorating relations 
with China and the Prime Minister’s 
stated policy is to have friendly 
relationships with everyone.  So far 
this policy has been successfully 
implemented.

China’s objectives in Bangladesh 
are I believe three-fold:  One is to 
be a good neighbor and to build 
up relations with Bangladesh, a 
large and important Asian country 
through economic and person to 
person relations.  Second, is to work 
with Bangladesh to build up land 
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based transport systems, as part 
of the long run Chinese program 
of escaping the Straits of Malacca 
trap in which they find themselves.  
Finally, Chinese policy is to weaken 
India, ensuring Chinese dominance 
of central Asia, and control over the 
origins of the great Asian rivers.  A 
close relationship between China 
and Bangladesh makes India’s 
geopolitical position in South Asia 
more difficult.

China is clearly a nation of 
enormous importance; the largest 
economy in Asia and the most 
important trading partner with every 
Asian country.  Further, China is 
developing a style of governing 
that downgrades the importance of 
individual rights and emphasizes 
the responsibilities of each person 
to the State and to the Communist 
Party of China as the representative 
of the Chinese people.  Leadership 
selected by election, is believed 
by the Chinese Government to be 
inefficient in the central process of 
growing the economy and providing 
a fair distribution of the benefits of 
progress. The elites of many Asian 
countries have come to a similar view 
based on the difficulties of governing 
rapidly growing economies without 
sterner government. The Chinese 
seem very serious in developing this 
approach.  Unlike some countries 
that have tried such an approach as 
it offers an easier way to build up 
personal wealth. 

The economic relations with 
China reveal a very large trade 
and current account surplus with 
Bangladesh:  In 2020/21 the current 
deficit was —$15.4 billion.  This 
was largely made up by the trade 
deficit of —$15.0 billion [exports 
from Bangladesh $0.67 billion and 
Chinese exports to Bangladesh 
$15.66 billion].  The official 
estimates are wrong in two respects:  
(1) There is large amount of under 
invoicing of imports.  We estimate 
this as $7.8 billion.  (2) The balance 
of payments do not reflect the 
payments to some Chinese workers 

that flow through the hundi system.  
We estimate these at $0.5 billion.  
The true current account deficit for 
China is then $—23.7 billion.  The 
inflow of capital in 2020/21 was 
$4.7 billion. [All of these numbers 
are from the Bangladesh Bank’s 
report on the balance of payments 
with China for 2020/21. Estimate of 
under invoicing from Pre shipment 
Inspection companies.  Information 
on outward remittance flow from 
data supplied from interviews]. 
The Chinese economy benefits 
tremendously from this current 
account deficit.  Equally this reduces 
the Bangladesh economy by about 
$17 billion.  The return capital inflow 
is small. 

China has done little to encourage 
exports from Bangladesh which are 
less than $1 billion.  The Chinese 
authorities have the means to insure 
that there is no under invoicing but 
rather this is condoned.  In 2022 
the Bangladesh authorities would be 
well advised to negotiate hard with 
the Chinese to increase Bangladesh 
exports to China.  In addition the 
Chinese authorities should be asked 
to help with stopping the under 
invoicing. This is definitely against 
WTO rules. This would increase 
Bangladesh tax revenues by $4 
billion or Taka 340 billion.

China’s foreign assistance is large 
and responsive to the objectives 
and selection of the Bangladesh 
authorities.  The language differences 
limit the amount of people to people 
contact or education and health 
service exchange.

The foreign exchange needed to 
cover the $20 billion Chinese surplus 
on the balance of payments is paid 
for from remittances, capital inflows 
from ADB and World Bank not linked 
to imports, and the trade surpluses 
that Bangladesh earns from the 
United States and the EU.   

China has not been really supportive 
in assisting Bangladesh with the 
Rohingya problem and has provided 

little support to the costs Bangladesh 
incurs in managing these million 
refugees.

So long as there is no open war 
between China and the United States 
over Taiwan or with India and China 
over the common border, relations 
between China and Bangladesh 
will develop smoothly.  If there is 
open conflict it is uncertain how 
this would impact Bangladesh.  It 
is an issue that needs the attention 
of the national security elements of 
the Government to consider what 
might happen and how Bangladesh 
responds.

5. Relations with the United 
States.  

This is the third of the major 
international relationships that 
Bangladesh will deal with in 
2022.  The relationship with the 
United States is complicated and 
in a previous issue of this Journal 
I discussed this at some length.  In 
2022 the situation is something like 
this:  There are moderate economic 
ties based on trade and limited 
foreign direct investment.  There is a 
strong USAID program that focusses 
on key development areas but no 
infrastructure financing.  Bangladesh 
is currently not eligible for those 
programs that provide funding of 
budget support and infrastructure.  

The most important economic 
relations revolve around the RMG 
sector as the United States, along 
with Germany, are the two largest 
importers of RMG products.  This 
area has involved issues with respect 
to labor rights and safety measures.  
These are areas of moderate disputes 
with Bangladesh resisting excessive 
and often unrealistic demands.  We 
will return to the overall picture of 
the economic relations later, here 
the very delicate issues of views on 
governance are briefly discussed.

I have observed and learned from 
many discussions over the years 
that the political and civil service 



33

leadership believe that there is, under 
the surface of Bangladesh society, a 
propensity to create disorder, as non-
negotiable positions are taken and 
it often proves very difficult to reach 
a compromise.  Issues that seem 
settled flare up again.  This is not 
the behavior of any particular party 
but the outcome of the socialization 
process of most families and 
schools.  Along with this is a history 
of great poverty:  the population of 
Bangladesh was largely rural during 
British rule and the area was on the 
fringe of the core areas of Bengali 
culture. The poverty meant many 
families were always on the edge 
of disaster.  Defending assets and 
gaining financial advantage were 
critical to survival.  These conditions 
continued during Pakistan times 
when growth and investment were 
concentrated in the western part of 
the Pakistan.  A cruel and bitter war 
for liberation from the yoke of West 
Pakistan left Bangladesh shattered by 
the violence.  

The sense that the society lived 
on the margin of disorder was a 
realistic appraisal of the condition 
of the population.  This belief 
became and remained a force 
driving the bureaucratic systems to 
maintain control, fearful of the chaos 
undisciplined political competition 
would produce. Thus were created 
political beliefs and a must win 
philosophy that has resulted in the 
system that exists today.  

The approach to governance is 
often much criticized by foreign 
observers who do not bring the 
same concern and fear for disorder 
that the local bureaucratic systems 
fear so greatly.  For example, it 
is probably impossible for the 
Bangladesh economy to operate 
without considerable corruption.  
Those who believe that corruption 
can be significantly reduced do not 
grasp the forces at play in the day 
to day functioning of the economy 
and the government.  Uncontrolled 
freedom of the media leads to false 
claims and accusations that make 

cooperation in governance difficult.   
Exit of an unsuccessful firm is never 
managed in an orderly way; elections 
are never lost but only stolen.  Insults 
and false accusations abound. 
Simple rules of behavior essential for 
democracies are hard to establish 
in Bangladesh.  Remarkably with the 
growth of social media where there 
is unlimited room for insult and false 
accusation, even an experienced 
democracy such as the United States 
finds itself troubled.  

The behavior of the Bangladesh 
political system based on the real 
current and historical, conditions of 
the society  is found unacceptable 
by western democracies leading to 
plenty of room for misunderstanding. 
Bangladesh seeks to achieve a rapid 
pace of development which requires 
that public order be maintained.  
The United States plays its role as 
promoter of the classic ideal of 
democracy while recognizing China 
as an enemy with the capacity to 
displace American economic and 
political leadership.  The forces 
at work here are powerful and 
the outcome of their interactions 
unpredictable.  I conclude that this 
will be a difficult year for American-
Bangladesh political relationships.

The economy is another story.The 
United States runs a very large 
trade and current account deficit 
with Bangladesh:  In 2020/21 the 
current deficit was —$7.8 billion.  
This was largely made up by the 
trade and services deficit of —$4.8 
billion [exports from Bangladesh 
$7.9 billion and exports from the 
USA to Bangladesh $3.1 billion].  
In addition there is a net outflow of 
interest and profit income of $—0.6 
billion and net outflow of remittance 
to Bangladesh of $3.6 billion. The 
new inflow of capital was $2.6 
billion [All of these numbers are 
from the Bangladesh Bank’s report 
on the balance of payments with 
the United States for 2020/21.  In 
determining the capital inflow I have 
omitted the capital outflow from 
Bangladesh to the Federal Reserve 

and the trade credits which cover the 
difference in timing of exports and 
receipt of payment.] The Bangladesh 
economy benefits tremendously from 
this current account surplus.  This 
increases the Bangladesh economy 
by about $24 billion.  The capital 
inflow is small. 

While India and China reduce the 
size of the Bangladesh economy due 
to large exports to Bangladesh and 
very small imports from Bangladesh, 
India has large remittances from 
Bangladesh while the United States 
sends large remittance volume to 
Bangladesh. My estimate is that 
India and China together cause 
the Bangladesh economy to be 
$26 billion smaller while the USA 
increases the Bangladesh economy 
$24 billion.  The net effect is 
essentially zero! 

Conclusions:

Bangladesh faces major challenges 
in 2022.  The most immediate is the 
growing conflict between India and 
the United States together against 
China. It is simply impossible to know 
what might happen and how this will 
impact Bangladesh.  But it is a clearly 
serious challenge. 

Bangladesh should expect growing 
difficulties with the United States and 
the EU over human rights and labor 
rights. In addition both will be eager 
to have a free and fair election.  
This is certain to generate frictions.  
But this has been going up and 
down for years.  Bangladesh has a 
weaker hand but tougher and more 
determined leadership.  

The short run outcome of the 
Bangladesh economy has been much 
discussed.  There are four critical 
areas:

1. What will be the level of 
demand of the world for 
Bangladesh garments?  In 
2022 this will be strong.  
However, the Bangladesh 
Government should understand 
that the underlying strength 
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of the garment sector is 
weakening.  A significant 
depreciation of the Taka is 
mandatory to strengthen the 
industry, enable repayment of 
the substantial and growing 
NPLs connected to the industry, 
and provide room for a 
wage increase over the next 
two years.  The government 
economists know very well that 
sales and profits can move in 
opposite directions.  Incidentally 
the depreciation of the Taka will 
also provide encouragement 
for diversification of exports.  
The strong growth of exports 
in 2022 will trigger broad 
expansion of the economy.  
The Government deficit will 
probably decline with respect 
to GDP so that it is expansion 
of exports that will drive private 
investment and lead to higher 
incomes.

2. Inflation will increase.  There 
is not much that can be done 
about this.  Prices cannot really 
be controlled.  The depreciation 
of the Taka will raise import 
prices and these can be 
offset by a sharp reduction 
in tariffs.  This will reduce the 
anti-export bias and contribute 
to increased exports in future 
years.  This is a good time 
to allow interest rates to rise 
leaning against inflation.

3. The banking system will face 
serious difficulties as the 
costs of the Pandemic on the 
economic is manifest by sharp 
increases in non-performing 
loans.  The NPLs are real and 
will not go away even when 

dressed up as something 
different.  For large loans the 
banks will have to deal with 
a lot of difficulty but with a 
strong economy the large 
firms will manage.  But smaller 
enterprises will never be able 
to overcome the 18 months of 
very low profits and their NPLs 
will burden them indefinitely.  
The Government will have 
to finance a loan forgiveness 
program to help the banks and 
the small businesses. This is an 
urgent step for 2022. 

4. Remittances through the 
banking system will decline 
compared to 2021 but total 
remittances including these 
through the hundi system will 
increase. 

My assessment is that 2022 will be 
a very good year for the economy if 
these steps are taken:  Depreciate 
the Taka, raise interest rates, lower 
tariffs, and build a loan forgiveness 
program for companies with loans 
outstanding from Taka 1-50 million.

This paper has discussed the two 
critical actions for 2022 that I 
believe are vital for a strong long 
run economic growth:  First, major 
actions in the education sector are 
needed.  Second, the new Election 
Commission will have tremendous 
work to prepare properly for 
the forthcoming Parliamentary 
election.  The new Chief Election 
Commissioner should turn to the 
Government’s Perspective Plan and 
follow its guidance:

 “In short, the PP2041 target 
is pluralistic democracy and 

policies and strategies are 
embedde4d in respect for 
critical values.  This concept of 
pluralistic democracy is mirrored 
in a statement of the Supreme 
Court (SC) in connection 
with its verdict on the 16th

amendment, “It is expected in 
a country run by constitutional 
democracy that the following 
indispensable constituents would 
exist: (a) purity of election, 
(b) probity in governance, (c) 
sanctity of individual dignity, 
(d) sacrosanctity of rule of 
law, (e) independence of 
judiciary, (f) efficiency and 
acceptability of bureaucracy, 
(g) credibility of institutions like 
judiciary, bureaucracy, Election 
Commission, Parliament, (h) 
integrity and respectability of 
those who run those institutions.”

 Strategies to attain target are (i) 
strengthening and empowering 
EC to act independently as in 
India, (ii) ensuring independence 
of judiciary and separation of 
power of Executive, Legislature 
and Judiciary, (iii) reviewing and 
strengthening the legal and 
regulatory framework for election, 
and (iv) providing constitutional 
and legal guarantee for avoiding/
eliminating possibility of non-
democratic extra-constitutional 
usurpation of power by an force/
group including the armed 
forces.”

---------------------------
The author of this article is a noted 
economist and a former and the 
fi rst President of the AmCham 
Bangladesh
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The overlooked accounts of 
women’s economic contribution 
during Bangladesh’s liberation 
war and beyond

Women’s role in the Bangladesh’s 
liberation war in 1971been a much-
discussed topic in the last fifty years. 
Much of the historical accounts, 
however, has invariably considered 
at the subject using the humanitarian 
lens, often centering on the victimhood 
of women. The discourse has 
somewhat evolved over the years from 
solely reminiscing the sacrifice of male 
family members to the more direct 
contributions to the war as fighters 
and facilitators. Women took up 
potentially perilous tasks of supplying 
food to the guerilla forces, nursing 
their wounds, acting as spies or taking 
up arms themselves. The more brutal 
recollections of women being subject 
to gruesome sexual violence came 
forth in more recent decades, thanks 
to the progressive shift in narratives 
that lifted the shame from the victims 
to the perpetrators. The harrowing 
stories of rape camps, war babies 
and subsequently abortion camps 
are now more public knowledge to 
post-war generations(Bina D’Costa, 
2010).1The genocide of 1971was 
1https://www.forbes.com/sites/
worldviews/2012/05/21/1971-rapes-bangladesh-
cannot-hide-history/?sh=64b2e216dfed https://

among the first recorded instances 
of genocidal rape in modern history.
The amount of resilience exhibited 
by women in the days that followed, 
characterized by struggles to 
rebuild and survive thoughfaminesis 
also exemplary. The stories are 
exhilarating. 

What has been somewhat lackingin 
the narratives, is how women 
have almost driven the economy, 
equally besides men, during those 
challenging years of conflict, loss and 
reconstruction. When a substantial 
portion of the make workforce 
remained engaged in fighting a war, 
it had to be the women that kept the 
business-as-usual running, and keep 
their families fed. Even during the war 
women were compelled to continue 
their pivotal roles as mothers, wives 
and above all the anchors of the 
family.Accounting for the economic 
value of women’s contribution would 
be difficult for those days, as they are 
even today. Official chronological 
statistics on women’s share in the 
labour force in different economic 
sectors since independence is 
scarce. The only consistent source of 
information has been the National 
Labour Force Survey that has been 
regularly conducted from 1983 
onwards. As such, the present article 
attempts to reinterpret existing 
accountsusing an economic lens 
on women’s role in the three broad 
economic sectors around the period 
of Bangladesh’s liberation war.

opinion.bdnews24.com/2010/12/15/1971-rape-
and-its-consequences/

Women’s contribution in the 
agriculture sector around the 
period of liberation war

Bangladesh had been a heavily 
agro-dependent economy in the 
years preceding and following the 
liberation war. The agriculture sector 
contributed around 40 per cent to the 
gross domestic product of the country 
in the early 1970s– almost thrice of 
what it contributes now. According 
to the population census carried out 
in the then East Pakistan in 1961, 
the number of women engaged in 
the agriculture sector in 1961 was 
2,423. The first population census 
of independent Bangladesh in 1974 
showed 15,823 women engaged in 
activities related to agricultural sector 
out of a female population of 34.40 
million (Ahmed, 2021).2This was 
also a time before the advent of the 
green revolution in this part of the 
world, i.e. the agricultural production 
cycle was still heavily dependent 
on manuallabourand wage work. 
Women played almost equal role 
in the entire process starting from 
preparing land to harvesting of crops 
as indicated by various micro-studies 
(Chowdhury and Rashid, 1993)3.
Albeit, their contribution in post-
harvest activities were more distinctly 
identifiable. The technology of 
2https://thefi nancialexpress.com.bd/views/
women-in-agricultural-work-1622648526
3Chowdhury, Anwarullah; Rashid, 
Saifur; 1993/01/01. Role of women in 
agriculture of Bangladesh: a sociological 
analysis. https://www.researchgate.
net/publication/341294955_ROLE_
OF_WOMEN_IN_AGRICULTURE_OF_
BANGLADESH_A_SOCIOLOGICAL_ANALYSIS
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agricultural production was simple 
and depended on energy provided 
by either humans or cattle. Food 
entered the household in forms that 
required much processing before 
being consumed. Women had 
significant contributions in winnowing, 
threshing, and hand-pounding of 
cereal crops like rice. A 1979 micro-
study that looked at the division of 
labour at rural households during 
the 70s Bangladesh, found that 
women dominated productive and 
income-generating activities that kept 
them close to the homestead (Cain, 
Khanam and Nahar, 1979).4These 
included homestead gardeningand 
poultry and livestock rearing, which 
during the war and ensuing disrupted 
supply chains, had met a substantial 
portion of the household food 
demand and diversity in nutrition.
Rural women had been fundamental 
contributors to rural economy both 
during and after the war.

Indeed, when many men, 
specially, the main bread earners 
of families,went away to the war, 
the role of women in agriculture 
became even more crucial in food 
security. They performed ororganized 
activitiesthroughout the agriculture 
value chain, starting from pre-
production to marketing.Evidence of 
similar shifts are found in high-income 
countries during World War II. As men 
left for the battlefield, women filled 
the vacant civilian jobs – including 
farming. As history goes by, in the 
United States, the share of female 
agriculturalworkers jumpedfrom 8% 
in 1940 to 22.4% in 1945(Asadullah, 
2020).5 Though we do not have much 
statistics, women during Bangladesh’s 
liberation war participated in the 
agricultural labour market in a 
larger extent. However, increased 
representation in agriculture did 
not necessarily contribute to women’s 
socioeconomic empowermentduring 
the early years of independence, 
4 Mead Cain, SyedaRokeya Khanam and 
Shamsun Nahar. Class, Patriarchy, and 
Women’s Work in Bangladesh.  
Population and Development Review, Vol. 5, 
No. 3 (Sep., 1979), pp. 405-438 
5 https://www.project-syndicate.org/
commentary/female-participation-agriculture-
empowerment-by-m-niaz-asadullah-2020-06

many commentators do believe 
that the awakening of women in 
Bangladesh took place during the 
liberation war. The experiences 
during the war nudged women to 
come out of their pre-independence 
confinements and contribute more 
directly to the economy. 

Women’s contribution in the 
industry sector around the 
liberation war period

No major industries were developed 
in Bangladesh, when it was 
known as East Pakistan, due to 
discriminatory attitude and policies 
of the government of the then 
West Pakistan. The East Pakistan, 
though having potentials, could not 
develop its industrial base before 
independence only except jute 
processing. In 1971, the industry 
sector comprised only 10 per cent 
of the GDP with manufacturing 
contributing to around 8.4 percent of 
GDP (UNCTADstat, 2021). Industry 
sector was comprised of cottage 
industries and hut construction. 
Women were mostly involved in the 
cottage industries at the household 
level. A disproportionate number 
of women’s income-earning time 
was allocated to handicrafts and 
hut construction in the 70s (Cain, 
Khanam and Nahar, 1979). Many 
women in handicrafts were involved 
in mainly sewing quilts. During 
the war period, commercial sales 
of necessary household products 
continued in the rural areas, but 
rural-urban supply chain was heavily 
disrupted. After independence, 
women’s participation in the 
state-owned enterprises mostly 
involve some women workers 
in jute processing, while some 
women received training on jute 
crafts. At the end part of 1970s, 
the emergence ofthe readymade 
garment (RMG) industry wascriticalin 
rebuilding the country and its 
economy, largely based on women 
employees(Rahman, 2019).6

6 Rahman, M. A., (2019). Women worker in 
RMG sector of Bangladesh: a Case study of 
CEPZ. Global Scientific Journals. GSJ: Volume 
7, Issue 6, June 2019 ISSN 2320-9186

Women’s contribution in the 
services sector

While service sector contributed 
around 50% of value-added GDP, 
women’s participation in commercial 
services was very limited. Small 
number of women were involved as 
doctors and nurses, particularly in 
medical care. However, women’s 
(mostly unpaid) direct contribution 
during the liberation war was visible 
nursing the sick or wounded freedom 
fighters.  Women used to serve in 
the temporary hospitals that were 
opened in the border areas or in 
the Muktanchal (Free Area). Without 
any nursing training, these women 
provided services which was highly 
required during the Liberation War. 
Women in many families came 
forward in providing food and shelter 
to the freedom fighters. Many women 
gave their savings for the food, 
clothes and other necessary supplies 
to the freedom fighters; they risked 
their life in carrying food for them. 

Women’s diverse roles during the 
liberation war is narrated in the article 
by Bhuiyan and Dipu (2020).7 The 
article described how women not 
only participated in the war but also 
provided inspiration to the freedom 
fighters by their cultural activities, 
arranges for food and other supplies, 
transfer information and many more. 
Women also acted as key economic 
agent in agricultural production, 
maintaining supply chain, producing 
necessary cottage industry-based 
commodities and above all ensuring 
food security and nutrition in a war-
torn country. We must study more 
to understand women’s diverse 
economic role during and around our 
liberation war. 

-------------------------------------------- 
Nazneen Ahmed is the Country 
Economist of the United Nations 
Development programme in 
Bangladesh and Sarah Sabin Khan is 
the coauthor of this article and she is 
also a Research Officer at the UNDP 
Bangladesh research facility.
7 https://www.researchgate.net/
publication/343671906_The_Participation_
of_women_in_the_Liberation_War_of_
Bangladesh_in_1971_A_Historical_Analysis
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Bangladesh is a land of opportunities 
and possibilities. Return on Investment 
(ROI) is significantly high in Bangladesh. 
Bangladesh has made remarkable 
progress in the areas of economic 
growth and development, since 
her liberation in 1971, including 
Agriculture, Readymade Garments 
(RMG), Textiles, Pharmaceuticals, 
Telecommunications (mobile phone), 
Education, Leather, Shipbuilding, SMEs, 
etc., creating employment for millions 
of people, led by its dynamic private 
sector. All these happened despite 
severe multidimensional constraints and 
barriers from various directions. 

Bangladesh averaged 6% to 8% GDP 
growth during the past many years. 
Though this has been a remarkable 
achievement, it is not enough to 
eliminate poverty and to promote 
sustainable development. Bangladesh 
needs 10% plus GDP growth, which 
is quite possible, provided good 
governance, rule of law, friendly 
business environment, culture of 
political tolerance, sacrifice, and 
positive compromise could be ensured. 

A Gafur

Attracting Investment in 
the Economic Zones of 
Bangladesh 

COVID-19 has changed the global as 
well the country situation significantly, 
and nobody exactly knows about 
the end of this terrible uncertainty. 
Faced with this fast transforming hard 
reality, it’s vital to bring dynamism and 
innovation in thoughts and actions, 
plan for survival, and eventually thrive 
capitalizing on the emerging new 
opportunities. Bangladesh deserves an 
excellent economic environment which 
can boldly push the nation to continued 
progress, prosperity, and speedy pro-
people development.

Massive industrialization is critically 
important, and for that matter physical 
infrastructure (roads, highways, 
railways, airways, river-ways, ports, 
etc.) and soft infrastructure (Information 
technology, human resource, etc.), 
Legal infrastructure, and Governance 
Infrastructure are badly needed to bring 
about the desired changes and to foster 
tangible development.

There are many entrepreneurs who are 
ready with their building, machinery, 
equipment and running capital, but 
they do not have adequate electricity 
and gas connection, subjected to poor 
physical communication network, poor 
logistics and supply chain management, 
making things acutely difficult and 
uncertain.

The government should reduce their 
headache by shifting responsibilities to 
private sector to develop infrastructure. 
Private sector can thrive if they are 
allowed to operate freely in an enabling 
atmosphere, and the private sector has 
already proved its ability in Bangladesh.

Realizing the ground realities of 
Bangladesh in terms of economic 
growth and development, the 

Bangladesh Government has decided 
to establish 100 economic zones in 
Bangladesh, which is expected to create 
10 million new jobs, and would add 
additional export earning of US$ 40 
billion in the next 15 years time. The 
government has been encouraging 
the establishment of private economic 
zones in Bangladesh. 

I would like to remember the historic 
occasion of the ground breaking 
ceremony of the inauguration of 
10 Economic Zones in Bangladesh 
by the Honorable Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina on 28 February 
2016, which eventually turned out 
to be a unique source of inspiration 
and encouragement for the private 
sector entrepreneurs. In our land 
of opportunities we were deeply 
encouraged by the firm commitment 
of the Government of Sheikh Hasina 
to raise the Bangladesh’s status to a 
developed country by 2041. In this 
regard, I deeply appreciate the bold 
and timely step of the government 
towards creating 100 Economic Zones 
in phases, aiming to generate 10 
million new jobs.

Highly inspired by the commitment 
of the government 97 economic 
zones have already been approved, 
out of which 68 are government and 
29 are private economic zones. The 
government economic zones have so 
far received investment commitment 
of over US$ 24 billion, and the 
private economic zones have received 
around US$3 billion investment. The 
company that I have been serving, 
which is Abdul Monem Economic 
Zone Limited (AMEZ), aims to create 
about 100 thousand new jobs, which 
has dedicated around 345 acres of 
its own land in fulfilling the dream of 
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the Honorable Prime Minister and her 
Government towards the establishment 
of the World class Economic Zones in 
Bangladesh. We are fully committed 
to working with the government 
particularly with BEZA, towards fast 
developing our own Zone, Abdul 
Monem Economic Zone Ltd. (AMEZ) 
at Gazaria, Munshiganj, an excellent 
location for the investors. This is located 
just close to the Dhaka-Chittagong 
Highway, adjacent to Meghna-Gumti 
Rivers. The site is only about 37 
kilometers away from the city of Dhaka. 
The reputed Japanese Company 
HONDA has started the production of 
motorcycles at AMEZ since 2018. We 
are actively negotiating with a number 
of international investors to bring them 
to AMEZ. The ultimate aim of the AMEZ 
is to build an expanding industrial city 
having all kinds of facilities of a mini-
city, like accommodation, shopping 
malls, restaurants, training centers 
for skill development, educational 
institutions, etc. 

The reality is that it’s a highly 
competitive world. The Foreign Investors 
have their own study on our market, 
what they want are; a) Congenial 
business atmosphere, b) Predictable 
commercial environment, c) Smooth 
transportation and other infrastructural 
facilities. More importantly, the Investors 
want the guarantee of stable and 
reliable power supply, without which it is 
virtually impossible to attract and keep 
the investors on site.

I believe the Bangladesh Government is 

serious in its commitment to provide the 
infrastructural support to the economic 
zone developers/operators and 
investors, most important ingredient to 
succeed with the Economic Zones. The 
following are my humble thoughts and 
insights in this direction: 

I) I offer my profound thanks 
and appreciation to Mr. Paban 
Chowdhury, former Executive 
Chairman of the Bangladesh 
Economic Zones Authority (BEZA), 
and his excellent team for their 
continued dynamic actions, 
inspiration and assurance for 
help and assistance towards 
developing the economic zones. 
BEZA has quickly become a very 
attractive regulatory government 
entity, quite friendly, having 
excellent working environment. 
My feeling is that BEZA has been 
doing a wonderful job, but one 
BEZA cannot be enough to fulfill 
the dreams and aspirations of 
about 170 million people of 
Bangladesh. It is important to see 
that the Ministries like, Finance, 
Industries, Land, Energy, and 
regulatory organizations like, 
Bangladesh Bank, National 
Board of Revenue (NBR), Office 
of the Environment, and all other 
relevant regulatory offices need to 
be increasingly friendlier to attract 
the investment and retain them.  

2) Since the liberation in 1971 
Bangladesh has made a 
commendable progress in many 
economic and social areas. But 

there is no room for complacency.  
3) Attainment of close to 8% GDP 

growth has become a part of 
the economic system. It would 
happen without anybody’s extra 
efforts. But we need to go for 
a higher growth of over 10%, 
to change the course of the 
country to an increasing level   of 
prosperity, and we will have to 
sustain this growth rate for the 
next few decades.

4) Bangladesh has successfully 
shifted its status to a trade 
dependent country from its 
age-old aid dependency. It’s 
a major shift in focus, a huge 
breakthrough, highly appreciable. 
Thanks to resilient Bangladeshi 
people. Bangladesh is no longer 
a basket case. The basket has 
started overflowing.

5) Now we need to go for a real 
planned development as we are 
increasingly becoming a global 
player. 

 6) Industrial plots could be 
offered on short and long 
term lease, offering utility 
facilities, administrative 
services, commercial services, 
site dormitory, seamless 
communication facilities, etc. 
which will convert the sites to  
world class economic zones, 
supported by one stop service.

7) All kinds of industries 
including motorcycles, textile, 
garments, leather products, 
pharmaceuticals, food processing, 
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plastics, electronics, information 
technology, machinery parts, 
automobiles, packaging, etc. 
could find the economic zones 
as the best location for their 
industries in mind.

8) The Government has promised 
internationally competitive 
incentives, including tax holidays, 
duty and income tax exemptions.

9) The Economic Zones (EZs) are 
committed to bring innovation 
in all areas of life, develop the 
surrounding area as a satellite 
city, so that the people residing in 
that particular area can enjoy a 
decent life, get opportunities for 
jobs, and make contribution to 
our wonderful nation.

10) In general the EZs will help rapid 
decentralization, considerably 
ease pressure on the major 
cities, and create conditions for 
equitable economic development 
throughout the country.

11) The EZs will generate millions 
of new jobs, creating enormous 
employment opportunities for 
Bangladeshis living inside and 
outside the country.

12) Through the implementation of 
the EZs, a historic initiative of 
the government, will transform 
Bangladesh to a Developed 
Country by 2041.

13) The EZs will help preserve 
environment and introduce a 
dynamic river administration and 
preservation of water resources.

14) The EZs should be able to 
attract local investors first which 
will cause attracting the foreign 
investors. Existing investors, both 
local and foreign, should be 
kept happy so that they can work 
as ambassadors to attract new 
investors.

15) Bangladesh Embassies all 
over the world can be given a 
responsibility to promote and 
attract new investments in addition 
to their routine responsibilities. 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
can monitor the outcomes in this 
respect.    

16) Although in general the EZs have 
been dreaming for establishing 
the world class economic zones, 
and enormous opportunities are 

there, the EZs, particularly the 
private EZs are faced with a lot of 
difficult challenges.

17) The challenges are mainly 
the infrastructural, and 
marketing related. We must 
be able to ensure stable and 
uninterrupted power at the site, 
better transportation facilities. 
Bangladesh Government has 
a huge role to play here. We 
must recognize that we would be 
competing here with Vietnam, 
Thailand, Cambodia, Myanmar, 
India, etc. We must be able to 
provide better facilities, services, 
and incentives than these 
countries that I have mentioned. 
Among other things, if we cannot 
ensure the stable and quality 
power, we cannot expect these 
kinds of dream projects like 
the economic zones, which if 
we are successful, can change 
the economic landscape of the 

country. The government must 
support us in marketing of the 
economic zone, as a national 
priority.

Continued government help 
is needed to fix the following 
challenges:

1) Land procurement and 
development for EZs.

2. Right pricing for the land to be 
leased to investors that should be 
internationally competitive.

3. The government support in 
developing infrastructure power, 
gas, road, water, jetty, ETP, CETP, 
waste water management, 

etc. which will help the private 
economic zone developers to stay 
competitive.

4. One Stop Service (OSS) has to be 
guaranteed.

We believe that the above mentioned 
help and support by the government 
can dramatically help to fulfill the vision 
of the Bangladesh Government to 
transform Bangladesh to a developed 
country by 2041.
The following challenges have 
to be tackled with extraordinary 
care:
1) Terrible, complicated land 

ownership issues coupled with 
bureaucratic tangles.

2)  Notorious local political influence 
to grab money from the interested 
entrepreneurs.

3) Keeping the entrepreneurs under 
constant threat by the touts 
(mastans) in association with the 
local influential people.

4) Very poor infrastructure, ports, 
roads, highways, railways, river-
ways, airways, power, gas, water, 
etc.

5) Inordinate delay by the relevant 
government agencies to respond.

6) Poor access to finance, 
complicated and hard 
procedures.

7) Slow justice system, safety and 
security issues.

8) Making available of the skilled 
manpower, especially the mid 
level managers.

Need of the hour to face the 
hindrances:
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1) Solid, continuing, and visible 
government support to private 
businesses.

2) Encouraging, motivating, and 
empowering the interested local 
entrepreneurs.

3) Establishing a knowledge-based 
society.

4) Systematic adoption of digital 
outlook based on changing 
global education and innovation.

5) The commitment of establishing 
One Stop Service (OSS) must be 
implemented quickly.

6) The issue of land transfer of the 
private sector entrepreneurs 
from the original land owners 
to the names of economic zone 
promoters must be dealt with 
the top priority, if necessary with 
the Honorable Prime Minister’s 
intervention so that land transfer 
could be accomplished fairly 
quickly, with full exemption of 
any taxes, registration costs. 
The delay in the formalization 
of land transfer would cause 
unexpected delay in signing the 
required agreements with the 
ready investors, which could be 
highly irritating for the investors 
that could induce them to look for 
alternatives elsewhere. Without 
land transfer the private EZs 
cannot negotiate any financing 
arrangements, which keeps 
them stuck at that point, which is 
unaffordable.      

7) Access to Finance: This is a 
serious issue for the growth 

of the private EZs. If the low 
cost national and international 
financing facilities could not be 
made available, the private EZs 
will not be able to move forward. 
Here we would request the 
government to quickly develop a 
fund of couple of billion dollars 
for the onsite infrastructure 
development of the private EZs. 

Bangladesh Bank can come 
forward with at least 3-5 billion 
US dollar fund from its reserves, 
which can be termed as a special 
fund for private EZs.    

 I would invite the immediate 
attention of the Government 
on Land procurement and 
development issues, Land transfer 
issues, Smooth access to finance 
issues, Safety and Security issues, 
Quick disposal of legal issues, 
Government assistance for both 
offsite and onsite infrastructure 
development issues, One Stop 
Service, Coordinated Policies to 
attract FDI, etc. 

A courageous, strategic, and innovative 
blueprint is required to achieve the 
dreams of establishing the successful 

economic zones in Bangladesh. 
I believe it is quite doable, what 
we need are bold, time-bound, 
strong commitment from both the 
government and private sector based 
on comprehensive planning and 
action. We must be able to answer the 
question,

 “WHY BANGLADESH?”

For our clear understanding as to 
where we are standing today let me 
provide below a small comparison with 
Vietnam:

The above simple comparison between 
Bangladesh and Vietnam demonstrates 
where we are standing today in 
terms of economic development, 
which demands immediate analysis. 
Something is wrong somewhere.

What perception develops in the 
minds of the International Investors 
when they look at the ease of doing 
index, published by the World Bank? 
We need to develop convincing 
answers to the following questions. 
It’s a fiercely competitive global 
marketplace. Economic relationship 

Item Bangladesh Vietnam

FDI flow in 2020 US$ 1.15 billion 28.5 billion

FDI stock in 2019 US$ 16.385 billion 161 billion

Bothway trade 
with U.S.A. in 2019

   US$ 9 billion 81 billion

Ease of doing business index rank 
out of 190 countries in 2020

168th 70th
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would largely depend on our 
capacity to attract the investment.

1. How much time is required to start 
a business?

2. How much time is required get a 
construction permit?

3. How much time is required to get 
electricity and gas?

4. How much time is required to get 
the credit?

5.  How much protected the 
investors are?

6.  How easy is the taxation system?
7. How easy is export and import 

mechanism?
8. How easy is the enforcement of 

contracts?
9. How much protected is the IPR?
10 How predictable is the business 

environment?
Perception plays a vital role in attracting 
the investment. Because of the 
development of technology and internet 
the investors can see what is happening 
in any country, including Bangladesh. 
Unfortunately, most of the developed 
countries, including the USA consider 
Bangladesh as a destination for relief, 
help, and CSR activities. They don’t 
consider Bangladesh as a business 
destination. Of course, the growth of 
Ready Made Garments (RMG) has 
changed the scenario significantly, but 
it is not enough to change the course 
of the nation as desired. We need to 
do a lot more to change the economic 
landscape of Bangladesh.

Immediate advantages in 
Bangladesh:

1. Availability of competitive 
workforce.

2. Growing local market.
3. Growing middle class.
4. Friendly people.
5. Good in speaking English.
Respect for the foreigners.
1. Lucrative Incentives for investment.
2. Homogeneous people.

Visible challenges:
1. Gap between commitment and 

delivery.
2. Poor time management. Delay 

everywhere.

3. Lack of adequate education, 
integrity and the minimum use of 
technology.

4. Government bureaucracy and red 
tape.

5. Shortage of dispute-free land.
6. Poor Infrastructure in 

Transportation, Gas, Power and 
Energy, ETP, CETP, Port facilities, 
etc.

7. Lack of low cost large financing.  
What needs to be done?

1. The Government must deliver 
what they have committed in 
terms of the creation of BEZA.  

2. The Government should assist in 
arranging improved Port facilities, 
Roads, Power, Gas, ETP, CETP, etc. 
on urgent basis.

3. The Government’s guarantee for 
the low cost large financing. 

4. Implementing One Stop Service 
without failure.

5. Strict time management in project 
management.

6. Help the Private Economic Zone 
developers in marketing. 

In many Asian countries, for 
example in China, South Korea, 
Vietnam, Thailand, economic zones 
have played a vital role in positively 
changing the economic scenario.  
The Special Economic Zones 
(SEZs) in China have contributed 
22% of China’s GDP, 45% of total 
national foreign direct investment, 
and 60% of exports. SEZs are 
estimated to have created over 30 

million jobs, increased the income 
of participating farmers by 30%, 
and accelerated industrialization, 
agricultural modernization, and 
urbanization. 

Bangladesh has been facing 
many difficult and complicated 
challenges in pushing its ambitious 
development and growth agenda. 
But the opportunities available at 
the moment and emerging new 

opportunities are much higher 
than the challenges. Time is of 
essence. It is important to be able 
to demonstrate the needed dynamic 
and innovative leadership by 
gaining new knowledge, ensuring 
honesty and integrity in operation, 
and developing the capacity to use 
the latest technology. The planned 
Economic Zones and its ruthless 
time-bound implementation can 
change Bangladesh’s economic 
growth and development scenario 
dramatically, which could be made 
visible as a model for many other 
nations of our beautiful planet.

---------------------           
The views expressed in this article 
are of the author, not necessarily of 
his organization. The author is the 
Director of Abdul Monem Economic 
Zone Limited and former Executive 
Director, the American Chamber of 
Commerce in Bangladesh.
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Once money transferred to other 
countries, the revenues departments 
in all the countries of the world faces 
difficulties to assess whether the 
income of citizen correctly reported. 
The United States and many other 
nations have utilized numerous 
approaches to combat siphoned of 
money and tax evasion, in particular, 
offshore tax evasion.Another goal 
was to require US taxpayers to report 
global income in order to reduce 
illegal and intentional tax avoidance. 
The Foreign Account Tax Compliance 
Act, 2010 (FATCA) of USA enacted 
to prevent offshore tax abuses by US 
persons, includes a new withholding 
regime that is designed to achieve 
intent by imposing a 30 percent 
withholding tax on certain foreign 
entities that refuse to disclose the 
identities of these US persons and 
enhanced Know Your Client (KYC) 
requirements. The law came into 
effect on 1 January 2013.

Interestingly, USA has different 
treatment of transfer of money into 
USA from any other countries. US 
operate as the largest tax haven in 
the world for individual wealth and 
that US tax policy for individuals is 

M S Siddiqui

Understanding FATCA of 
USA and its impact

directed to encourage capital inflow 
and discourage capital outflow. 
The US Qualified Intermediary (QI) 
regime was introduced by the Internal 
Revenue Services (IRS) serve as agent 
to locate overseas investors to invest 
in USA. QI promote and encourage 
transfer of money USA from other 
countries. The government even don’t 
want to know the name of investors 
and not oblige to disclose the name 
of those investors to any other 
government or any agency.The QI 
policy is in contrast to FATCA. 

The implications of FATCA, and 
in particular its withholding and 
reporting regimes, are wide-ranging 
for financial institutions, investment 
entities, and many other global 
organisations of USA or any other 
origin. Under FATCA, “Foreign 
financial institutions” (FFIs) include: 
Banks, Private equity funds, Hedge 
funds, Institutional investment funds, 
Retirement funds & trusts, Insurance 
companies, Securities brokers and 
dealers, irrespective of where it is 
headquartered in anywhere in the 
world. Therefore, any such non-U.S. 
organisation that holds or manages 
customers’ money is considered an 
FFI subject to FATCA. FATCA applies 
to a Financial Account which is a 
United States Account or account 
hold by an American, whatever the 
source (U.S. or foreign) of the income 
earned in that Financial Account.

US Government pursuant to a written 
agreement in providing to the US 
government specific information 
annually about US persons. These 
institutions will have to significantly 
revamp their KYC & Anti Money 
Laundering (AML) procedures in 
order to comply with the FATCA 
compliance. They will also need to 

adjust their underlying IT infrastructure 
in accordance with those changes, 
which is a potentially difficult, time 
consuming and expensive process.

FATCA would impose a US 
withholding tax of 30 percent on US 
source “withhold able Payments” 
on foreign financial institutions for 
not complying of FATCA. The term 
“withholding Payment” is defined 
as (A) “any payment of interest 
(including any original issue discount), 
dividends, rents, salaries, wages, 
premiums, annuities, compensations, 
remunerations, emoluments, and 
other fixed or determinable annual 
or periodical gains, profits and 
income, if such payment is from 
sources within the United States and 
(B) any gross proceeds from the sale 
of any property of a type which can 
produce interest or dividends from 
sources within the United States 
(as determined in the U.S. Internal 
Revenue Code), except income 
effectively connected with the conduct 
of a trade or business in the United 
States.

This 30 percent withholding tax does 
not apply, if the Foreign Financial 
Institution or Non-Financial Foreign 
Entity, as the case may be, agrees 
with the US Treasury to determine 
whether each account at the 
institution (or the institution’s affiliates) 
is a “United States Account” and to 
report annually to the United Sates 
information about that account: (1) 
the name, address and U.S. taxpayer 
identification number (TIN) of the 
account holder who is a US citizen.

The FATCA requirements apply in 
certain cases to the “Expanded 
Affiliated Group” of the FFI. FATCA 
defines the term “Expanded Affiliated 
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Group”. That is, a Foreign Financial 
Institution could not avoid FATCA 
by not investing any of its own funds 
or its clients’ funds in U.S. source 
income, but by having a separate 
subsidiary or affiliate, which is part of 
the Expanded Affiliated Group with 
Financial Accounts of U.S. Persons.

However, if (a) a Foreign Financial 
Institution which is not part of an 
Expanded

Affiliated Group does not have any 
withhold able Payments, or (b) a Non-
Financial Foreign Entity does not have 
any withhold able Payments, then 
FATCA would not apply. Therefore, 
the Foreign Financial Entity or the 
Non-Financial Foreign Entity, as the 
case may be, would not be required 
to report to the U.S. Government any 
information about Financial Accounts 
of U.S. Persons. This might result 
in foreign Financial Institutions or 
Non-Financial Foreign Entities having 
U.S. Accounts but not investing its 
funds or its clients’ funds in the United 
States in order to avoid the 30% US 
withholding tax.

In order to achieve the target, FATCA 
intended to FFI to disclose their 
U.S. account holders or pay a steep 
penalty for nondisclosure. Unlike a 
conventional withholding tax which 
actually intends to collect tax, FATCA 
is an interim measure intended as 
a highly coercive penalty regime to 
force foreign financial institutions to 
disclose private financial information 
to the US Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) unilaterally and submit to 
governmental control.

This law is to force US capital held 
offshore to return to the United States 
financial system. Its main purpose 
ostensibly to act as an additional tax 
revenue source to offset additional 
spending. FATCA was passed on 
the unsubstantiated basis that 
“each year, the United States loses 
an estimated $100 billion in tax 

revenue due to offshore tax abuses 
(Senate Permanent Subcommittee 
on Investigations, Tax Havens Banks 
and U.S. Tax Compliance).  A Joint 
Committee on Tax, Estimated Revenue 
Effects Contained in Senate revealed 
that the total amount of the offset 
revenue was projected to be for the 
ten year period from 2010 to 2020 
equal to $8.714 billion.

Person and in the case of a Financial 
Accountowned by a foreign entity 
which is a United

States Owned Foreign Entity, the 
sameinformation about each 
Substantial UnitedStates Owner; (2) 
the account number; (3) account 
balance or value; (4) receipts 
(U.S.source and foreign source) 
in the FinancialAccount; and (5) 
withdrawals/paymentsfrom the 
Financial Account.

FACTA often confronts the issue 
ofsecrecy/confidentiality laws in 
theother jurisdiction where the FFI 
maintains the Financial Account. 
Bangladesh and many other countries 
imposed restriction on disclosing 
information of account holders.
In any case of any foreign law 
wouldpreventthe reporting to the 
U.S. Government of anyrequired 
information of United States Account 
maintained by suchFFI must attempt 
to obtaina valid and effective waiver 
of such law fromeach holder of such 
account, and if such a waiver is not 
obtained from each suchaccount 
holder, the Foreign FinancialInstitution 
must close such account.

FFIs aware of the potential affect and 
identify the potential changes that may 
need to be made to processes and 
controls (i.e., customer on boarding, 
know-your-customer, etc), technology 
and systems and determine the data 
that will be needed to comply with 
the due diligence and reporting 
requirements.However, the Foreign 
Financial Institutions may rely on a 

No objection certification from an 
account holder as to whether the 
account is a United States account. If 
neither the financial institution nor any 
entity which is a member of the same 
expanded affiliated group as such 
financial institutions knows, or has 
reason to know, that any information 
provided in such certification is 
incorrect. That certification procedure 
could result in compliance problems.

Additionally, apart from agreement 
with FFI, US government enter into 
Intergovernmental Agreements 
(IGAs) for compliance with the 
Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act 
(FATCA) tax provisions. Bangladesh 
not yet sign any such IGA. But 
Bangladesh Bank instructed Banks for 
registering and signing ‘Participation 
Agreements’ with the IRS. The 
National Board of Revenue (NBR) also 
consented on registering with the IRS 
if a bank has U.S. taxpayer accounts 
in its books. The banker’s general 
duty of confidentiality under prevalent 
Bangladeshi laws including the 
Bankers’ Books Evidence Act 1891; 
banks are to obtain written consents 
from their customers before reporting 
the requested information to IRS.

USA with its financial authority and 
active involvement in the global 
financial market are a position to 
enforce the FATCA on Banks of other 
countries. Bangladesh and many 
other countries are not in such positon 
to enforce own law in other countries. 
Bangladesh may sign mutual 
information exchange agreement with 
other countries to combat evasion of 
tax and illicit transfer of money.

........................................
The author of this article is a former 
Professor at the Daffodil Int’l University, 
Bangladesh; He is also a Fellow     of 
the World Mediation Organization, 
Germany, and the CEO of the 
Bangla Chemical as well as a Legal 
Economist. He can be reached at: 
mssiddiqui2035@gmail.com
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Dr. S.M Munirul Huq FRCS (Glasgow), FRCS (Edin), FACS

Caring of Eyes During 
Corona Virus Pandemic

Since the beginning of 2020, the world 
entered a new phase with the novel 
coronavirus playing havoc with life and 
economy all over. People had to learn 
how to cope with the rapid changes in 
the way they were used to live, walk, 
shop, travel or work, wearing masks or 
PPEs, sanitizing hands and maintaining 
‘social distance.’ They learned how to 
survive in the ‘new normal’ as the world 
went through a series of restrictions on 
life, livelihood and movement under 
unprecedented lockdowns. New tests 
like PCR, antigen, which were never 
heard before, became the household 
words as such medical investigations are 
required to travel abroad, even to join 
work in some cases.

Corona Viruses are a group of 
viruses that cause human infection 
with special affinity for the respiratory 
system causing common cold, flue, 
severe acute respiratory syndrome and 
related conditions.  It first appeared 
in December 2019 in Uhan, China. 
Initially, nobody knew the nature of 
the virus, how it infects humans, how 
it spreads and what are the symptoms 
and treatment of the disease.  Rapidly, 
the virus affected many parts of the 
world causing deaths and disability 
and caused a panic situation. On 
11 March 2020 WHO declared this 

outbreak a Pandemic. The virus has 
infected around 250 million people and 
number of deaths due to the disease is 
around 5. 06 millions and the number 
is increasing. In Bangladesh about 1.57 
Million cases has been reported and 
about 27,500 people have died due to 
the disease. 

How it infects human:  The COVID 
virus is a small RNA virus that is spread 
by droplet infection and gains entry 
into the body by attaching itself to the 
cells of the mucous membranes by 
inhalation or direct contact with eyes, 
nose or mouth. After the virus gains 
entry to the body, it directs the host 
cells to produce and replicate the virus 
and it infects other cells and spreads 
throughout the body rapidly. The 
difference of COVID virus and other 
corona viruses is the rapidity 
of spread and the virulence 
of the virus. The virus spreads 
through contact with people 
who have the infection without 
any signs of the disease or with 
signs of the disease. The virus 
can survive on many surfaces 
for a long time and may gain 
entry to the body by accidentally 
touching those surfaces and 
then transporting the virus to the 
nose or mouth or eyes. 

After the initial infection, the 
disease goes through three 
stages or phases of infection: 

Stage 1: Asymptomatic stage ( 
1–2 days of infection) : At this stage, the 
person is infected but has no symptoms 
with limited immune response.

Stage 2: Upper airway respiratory 
tract infection (next several days ) At 
this stage, the upper respiratory tract 
is infected which results in immune 
response and production of cytokines 
by the body and the symptoms are 
manifested . The patient starts shedding 
the virus through the nasal secretions 

and other secretions of the body like, 
nasal discharge, cough and tears. 
When other people come in contact 
of these infected materials through 
inhalation, touching or any other form 
of direct contact, the virus spreads to 
its new host. About 80 % of patients 
are cured from this stage with palliative 
measures and oxygen therapy. 

Stage 3:  Hypoxia infiltrates with 
ground glass appearance in lungs, 
and progression to acute Respiratory 
infection (ARDS). About 20 % of 
patients’ progress to stage 3 of the 
illness and require intensive oxygen 
therapy some with ICU support to 
maintain the oxygen saturation in the 
body and progress to either cure of 
more severe situation like respiratory 
failure. 

Since there is no known definitive 
treatment, supportive measures like 
oxygen therapy, therapy to reduce the 
inflammatory response, reducing the 
temperature and nutritional support  
is usually applied in the hospitals to 
maintain the oxygen level and nutrition  
throughout the illness . 

Spread of COVID 19 through the 
eyes: 

COVID 19 virus can spread through 
the eyes as through any other mucous 
membrane like mouth and nose. It 
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cannot gain access into the body 
through the skin. If someone who has 
COVID infection, coughs, sneezes, or 
talks while virus particles are present in 
the secretions, it can enter the eye of 
other persons and also the mouth or 
nose if not protected. If the virus laden 
secretion of the patients are touched 
by someone and then rubs into the 
eye with the infected fingers, the virus 
can gain access into the body through 
the conjunctiva and cause infection. 
Person-to-person transmission can 
be mediated via viral-laden particles 
that access the eyes and tear film 
and are relatively quickly transmitted 
via lachrymal drainage system to 
nasopharyngs and then to upper 
respiratory tract.  

Conjunctivitis:  COVID infection 
can manifest itself as Pink Eye or 
conjunctivitis. This shows as a viral 
conjunctivitis with discharge, itching 
and watering. However unlike other 
forms of viral conjunctivitis, there are 
signs of COVID infection like, fever, 
loss of smell, cough and sneezing. A 
covid test is warranted if conjunctivitis 
along with these symptoms is present. 

Prevention of COVID:  Several 
measures have been postulated to 
prevent the spread of COVID virus.

They are:  1. Covering mouth and 
nose with face masks

  2. Frequent hand washing with 
soap

  3. Using disinfectant hand 
sanitizers 

  4. Keeping a safe distance of at 
least 6 feet from others.

  5. Protection of eyes using 
Glasses.

Protection of the Eyes:   In several 
studies it has been shown that, 
spread of infection to the eye can be 
prevented through wearing glasses. 
But in heavily infected areas like 
in the hospitals, nursing homes or 
caring the COVID patients at home, 
simple glasses is not enough. In these 
situations, protective goggles or Face 
shields to cover the eyes and face is 
recommended. 

Contact Lens Wearers need to be extra 
careful. They should wash their hands 
with soap and water thoroughly before 
touching the eyes to remove or insert 
the contact lens to the eye. They should 
also avoid touching   or rubbing 

the eyes.  They should also wear a 
covering for the eyes life a pair of plain 
glasses or Face Shield while outdoors. 

Face Masks to cover mouth and 
nose: This is most important tool to 
prevent and control COVID infection. 
As because coronavirus can spread 
through droplets and particles released 
into the air by speaking, singing, 
coughing or sneezing, masks are 
very important in crowded indoor 
public places that contain a mixture 
of vaccinated and unvaccinated 
individuals. There are different types of 
masks available with varying degree of 
efficiency.

Surgical Masks: 
Disposable surgical 
mask are usually white 
and light blue. Surgical 
face masks can filter out 
about 60% of smaller, 
inhaled particles. 
These are single use 
masks and should be 
discarded after single 
use. 

Cloth Masks:  Can be 
washed and reused. 
Cloth mask with at least 
three layers of fabric     
constructed from tight-
weave 100% cotton cloth. A typical 
cloth face mask “is probably at least 
50 percent” protective,

Cone- Style Masks:  Manufactured 
cone-style face masks are moulded 
masks that fit over the mouth and 
nose; usually, there’s also a strip of 
metal at the top of it. 

N95 face mask respirators: These 
offer the most protection against   
Covid virus and other respiratory 
diseases. N95s protect the person 
wearing the mask because they filter 
out 95% of particles from the air 
breathed in.

KN 95 Masks:  These masks are 
nearly as effective as N 95 masks. 

There are even more effective masks 
like N99 Masks P99 masks which filter 
99 % of particles.

Face shield is intended to protect the 
wearer’s partial or entire face and 
the eyes from infective materials and 
droplets. This form of protection of 
the eyes is required in heavily infected 

areas to protect the individual from 
getting the virus from others through 
the eyes.

Treatment of VOVID 19:  To date 
no curative treatment has been found 
for the disease. Research is being 
undertaken with many antiviral and 
antibiotics. Recently one drug is found 
to be promising to reduce the viral 
replication in the body. All present 
treatment protocols are aimed at 
treating the various symptoms of the 
disease and immunomodulation. 
Presently, isolation of the patient, 
Oxygen therapy, High flow Oxygen 
supply, Mechanical Ventilation, oral 
steroids, antibiotics like azythromycin 

to control respiratory infection are 
the main treatment if indicated. 
However, many patients do not need 
hospitalization or any treatment other 
than paracetamol to reduce fever and 
pain. Many drugs like Remdesivir, 
Tocilizumab and several other agents 
are being evaluated for treating the 
disease but the study results are not yet 
available.    

Several Vaccines have been found 
to be effective and produce enough 
antibodies to the virus and thus 
protect against the infection. Two 
doses of the vaccine with one booster 
dose may prevent infection in many 
individuals. Until a definitive curative 
medicine is found, prevention of 
infection through safety measures 
such as wearing masks, washing 
hands, wearing glasses   and 
vaccination is the only way to stop 
spread of the disease. 

.................................................

The author of this article is an Eye 
Specialist and a Consultant at the 
Bangladesh Eye Hospital in Dhaka 
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US President Joe Biden nominated 
Peter D Haas as the new US 
ambassador to Bangladesh. He 
will replace Ambassador Earl R 
Miller, whose three-year tenure 
as envoy in Bangladesh ended 

US President nominates 
Peter Haas as the next 
US ambassador to 
Bangladesh

in   November. Peter Haas, a 
career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-
Counselor, currently serves as 
Acting Assistant Secretary of State 
and concurrently as Principal 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Economic and Business Affairs for 
the Department of State.

Previously, Haas was a Senior 
Advisor cum Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for trade policy and 
negotiations for the State 
Department. Prior to that, he 
was the Deputy Permanent 
Representative to the US Mission 
to the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development in 
Paris.

He served in positions across five 
geographic bureaus of the State 
Department including as Consul 
General of the US Consulate 
General Mumbai, India.

Haas holds a BA in International 
Studies and German from Illinois 
Wesleyan University. He attended 
the London School of Economics 
as a Marshall Scholar, where 
he earned MSc in economics 
degrees in both the Politics of the 
World Economy and Comparative 
Government.

He is the recipient of the James 
Clement Dunn Award for 
Excellence and the Cordell Hull 
Award for Economic Achievement 
by Senior Officers.
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CSR CORNER 

Chevron Bangladesh President, Eric 
M. Walker recently paid a visit to 
two of Swisscontact’s Dhaka-based 
youth skill development projects. 
During the visit, Walker spoke to 
the trainees, inquiring about their 
reasons for joining the training and 
their future plans. The trainees also 
showed off their skills through live, 
practical demonstrations. At the 
end of the visit, he participated in 
the completion ceremony for the 
mobile phone servicing course, 
distributing certificates to the 
graduates. Also, in attendance were 
Muhammad Imrul Kabir, Director, 

Chevron Bangladesh President 
Visits Chevron Funded 
Swisscontact’s Youth Skill 
Development Project, Uttoron

Corporate Affairs, Chevron 
Bangladesh; Mujibul Hasan, 
Country Director-Swisscontact 
Bangladesh; Dr. M. Ehsanur 
Rahman, Executive Director, Dhaka 
Ahsania Mission and selected staff 
from Chevron and Swisscontact. 
The Uttoron project provides 
training through UCEP Bangladesh 
and Dhaka Ahsania Mission 
respectively on Packaging and 
Finishing Operations and mobile-
phone servicing.

Uttoron, Skills for Better Life, 
a three-year project funded by 

Chevron Bangladesh is being 
implemented by Swisscontact 
in Sylhet and Dhaka divisions. 
The three objectives of the 
current phase of the project are 
to provide vocational training 
to 2,000 youths, establish a 
permanent training facility 
in collaboration with Sylhet 
City Corporation (SCC) that 
SCC will operate beyond the 
project lifespan, and introduce 
internationally standardized, 
advanced welding training in 
Bangladesh with Khulna Shipyard.
















