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Bangladesh and the United States 
of America are celebrating 
50th anniversary of diplomatic 

relations this year with the call for 
further cementing the partnership 
during one of the toughest times the 
world is passing through. Since 1972, 
the United States has been partnering 
with the people of Bangladesh in the 
areas like rapid disaster response, 
combating terrorism and human 
trafficking, tackling climate crisis and 
addressing the COVID-19 pandemic.

 Bangladesh’s economic 
transformation over the past five 
decades has been staggering. It is 
Bangladeshi peoples’ innovation 
and hard work that helped a pre-
independence $9 billion primarily 
agrarian economy graduate into a 
$416 billion in 2021. Bangladesh 
has witnessed a steady annual GDP 
growth of over six percent for nearly 
two decades. The economic gains 
have had social impacts.  In just the 
past 20 years, the number of people 
living below the national poverty line 
in Bangladesh has halved; roughly 
40 million people have risen out of 
poverty.

 U.S. investment has supported 
Bangladesh’s development.  Over 
the past 50 years, U.S. development 
assistance to Bangladesh has 
totaled $8 billion. The trade volume 
between these two countries is 
hovering around $12 billion when 

the USA is the single largest export 
destination of Bangladesh. The USA 
is also the single largest investors 
in Bangladesh.   Bangladesh is 
expected to graduate from least 
developed country status in 2026. 
The country aspires to become an 
upper middle-income economy 
by 2031 and a developed one by 
2041. An increased flow of trade 
and investment is needed to help the 
country materialize these impressive 
goals.

The relationship between these two 
countries has been based on mutual 
respects and interests, and there are 
scopes for further expansion. The 
United States has transformed from a 
development partner of Bangladesh 
into a trade partner. The two 
countries have also enhanced 
security cooperation.

Due to the increasing geopolitical 
and geo-strategic importance of 
Bangladesh, it is imperative to take 
a new approach in the bilateral 
relations.

We may imagine US-Bangladesh 
partnerships in different areas 
reaching new heights in the next 50 
years.

The United States-Bangladesh 
friendship is underpinned by 
democratic systems, astounding 
economic and commercial 

relationship, and people-to-people 
ties through vibrant Bangladeshi 
diasporas communities across the 
United States and exchange of goods 
and services through the myriad of 
two-way businesses.  Both the nations 
are striving for more inclusiveness 
and tolerance, and eradication of 
the scourges of racism, violence and 
all forms of discrimination.  Both 
the governments strongly believe 
in their mandate to respect the 
democratic and social aspirations of 
their peoples.  Aspirations of both 
the peoples are common; they want 
a vibrant, secure and prosperous 
democracy, an accountable judicial 
system, and human rights protected 
for everyone.  Bangladesh can 
count on partnership with the US 
for decades to come to accomplish 
these shared goals.

Besides the economic and 
commercial ties, the two countries 
are also on the same page in 
fostering strategic cooperation 
in building peace throughout 
the world. It may be noted that 
Bangladesh is the largest contributor 
to the peacekeeping operations 
and helping peace building in 
the sectarian-strife parts of the 
world. Both countries work hand 
in hand in various global and 
regional organizations including 
the IMF, World Bank, World Trade 
Organization, ASEAN Regional 



identified as the face of a successful 
business man with ethics and moral 
dignity.  His departure is a great loss 
for the business community, cultural 
community and the intellectual 
society of the country. His lifelong 
contribution will remain unparallel 
and the void of his absence will 
remain unfulfilled. We express our 
heartfelt condolences to his bereaved 
family and we pray to Almighty Allah 
for granting him Jannatul Ferdous.

We are grateful to the members of 
the AmCham, our valued readers, 
contributors and of course to the 
entrepreneurs who gladly have 
provided advertisements despite their 
odd times.

*United States is the highest foreign 
investor in Bangladesh. 
*United States is the single largest 
export destination for Bangladesh. 
*Bangladesh has been maintaining 
the best balance of trade with the 
USA .
*The contribution of the USA  in 
socioeconomic development of 
Bangladesh is enormous

Hope you will enjoy this edition.

Thank you for a great and successful 
journey through 2022.  We hope 
to get your continous and similar 
support for 2023.

Stay Healthy & Happy!

Serajul Islam Quadir
Executive Editor

Forum and many other UN-
led multilateral organizations. 
Bangladesh’s leadership in 
promoting climate friendly 
development and financial inclusion 
is deeply respected by the United 
States.

Indeed, both countries have been 
benefiting from the dynamic 
partnership in promoting issues of 
multilateral interests and it is hoped 
they will continue to work even 
more closely in the coming days 
as the post-pandemic and post- 
Ukraine-war world will be different. 
As already indicated by the rising 
inflation, energy and food prices, 
and increased protectionism, there 
is a need for deeper cooperation 
between the partnering countries 
to address these challenges. Both 
countries, therefore, need to be 
on their toes to fight for sanity and 
humanity in the changed context. 
And here not only the state, but also 
the non-state actors will have enough 
roles to play.

Finally, the peoples and the 
governments of both Bangladesh and 
the United States deserve profound 
appreciation for successfully 
completing fifty years of their robust 
diplomatic relations.

Marking the five decades of 
friendship, the US government 
on 27th October announced the 
opening of the Commercial Service 
Office at the U.S. Embassy in 
Dhaka. U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce for Global Markets and 
Director General of the U.S. and 
Foreign Commercial Service Arun 

Venkataraman and U.S. Ambassador 
Peter Haas made the announcement 
at the opening of a three-day US 
Trade Show in Dhaka.

The office will facilitate one-on-one 
business counseling; provide tailored 
export expertise and information 
on the Bangladeshi market, and 
work to connect U.S. businesses 
with potential Bangladeshi partners 
through business matchmaking and 
other services.

The U.S. Foreign Commercial Service 
is the export promotion arm of the 
International Trade Administration, 
a bureau of the U.S. Department of 
Commerce. The Commercial Service 
has an extensive global network 
consisting of 122 offices around 
the world and in over 100 U.S. 
cities. The new Commercial Service 
office will increase the number of 
international markets to 81. Across 
Asia, the Commercial Service will 
have a presence in 19 markets, 
including Bangladesh.

“The new Commercial Service office 
here in Bangladesh will play an 
important role in strengthening trade 
ties between our countries,” said 
Assistant Secretary Venkataraman.

Mahbub Jamil dies: Bangladesh 
loses a virtuous entrepreneur

Mahbub Jamil, a model of focus and 
ethics, passed away on November 
16, 2022. He was a very successful 
business leader and one of the 
architects of the AmCham.

Mahbub Jamil has long been 
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affectionate father, and a loving 
husband. His advice/quote remains 
ingrained in my memory ‘If you 
want to be a good leader, be a 
good family person first.’

His sad demise is an irreparable 
loss for the business community 
and our nation. Let us convey 
our sincerest condolences to Mr. 
Jamil’s family and peers in a 
manner befitting his reputation 
as an exceptional human being 
and a business leader. I plan on 
sharing and carrying his noble and 

legendary legacy forward with my 
community and our nation.  

We pray to our Lord 
Almighty for his eternal 

peace in heaven. 
Amen! 

..........................

The writer of 
this tribute is the  
President of AmCham 
– Bangladesh and 

Former  President 
of Foreign Investors 
Chamber of Commers 

& Industry ( FICCI, BD)

A Special Tribute to my Mentor: 
Mahbub Jamil - a Legendary 
Business Icon, Leader, and an 
Exceptional Human Being
Mr. Mahbub Jamil was a 
charismatic person with profound, 
humane leadership attributes. I 
cherish all the beautiful memories 
of working alongside him in 
different organizations In our 
country.

He was my direct supervisor at 
Phillips. I also had the privilege 
of working under his awe-
inspiring leadership while he was 
transforming Singer Bangladesh 
Ltd. I traveled extensively with 
Mr. Jamil, and those memorable 
business trips strengthened our 
mentor and mentee connection 
and profoundly impacted my 
personal and professional growth. 
Mr. Jamil was among a few 
business leaders in Bangladesh 
with an excellent understanding 
and deep knowledge of our 
nation’s business community and 
ecosystems. His reflective views 
of the world and timely actions 
aligned with his words made him 
a visionary who could light up 
even the darkest paths. 

He was one of the architects 
and founding members of 
the American Chamber of 
Commerce in Bangladesh. I 
witnessed Mr. Jamil changing the 
name of the Agrabad Business 
Chamber to ‘Foreign Investors 
Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry while relocating their 
office from Chittagong to Dhaka 
in 1987.  Two other renowned 
business leaders/personalities, 
Mr. Syed Humayun Kabir (the 
then Managing Director of Pfizer 
Bangladesh) and Mr. Hasanat 
Khan (the then Managing Director 
of Bangladesh Oxygen Ltd.), were 
also involved in the process.

Mr. Jamil was an exceptional 
human being and a commendable 

community leader, and a 
social activist. As a Rotarian, 
he contributed significantly 
to society at large. He was a 
renowned television presenter 
and an influencer responsible for 
advancing our cultural sector. He 
contributed to reshaping  ‘Bishwa 
Sahitya Kendra’ and the Film 
Industry of Bangladesh.

I am forever indebted to Mr. Jamil 
for his guidance, support, and 
mentorship, especially during 
the early stages of my career. 
He inspired me to 
get involved with 
various business 
chambers and 
supported me 
till the very 
end of his 
life. I feel 
blessed to be 
endowed with 
his wisdom, 
integrity, and 
kindness. Mr. 
Jamil’s intentions 
were never to seek 
fame but to create 
a harmonious 
society filled with 
conscientious leaders. 
He was a great family 
man, an 

Syed Ershad Ahmed
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Mr. Mahbub Jamil seen at the US Trade Show 1993 Mr. Mahbub Jamil seen at the US Trade Show 1997

Mr. Mahbub Jamil (2nd from Right) seen at the US Trade Show 2008 opening 
ceremony as Chief Guest while he was Special Assistant to Chief Advisor of the 

Caretaker government, with the rank of a Minister.  Also seen 2nd from left is H.E. 
Geeta Pasi, Charge d’ Affairs, US Embassy, Dhaka

Mr. Mahbub Jamil (middle) seen at the US Trade Show 2008 opening ceremony 
as Chief Guest while he was Special Assistant to Chief Advisor of the Caretaker 
government, with the rank of a Minister.  Also seen 2nd from left is H.E. Geeta 

Pasi, Charge d’ Affairs, US Embassy, Dhaka

Remembrance
Mr. Mahbub Jamil

Mr. Mahbub Jamil seen at the US Trade Show 2008  Mr. Mahbub Jamil seen at the US Trade Show 2008  
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Mr. Mahbub Jamil seen at the AmCham 20th Anniversary Celebration held on 
January 17, 2017

Mr. Mahbub Jamil seen at the AmCham 20th Anniversary Celebration held on 
January 17, 2017

Mr. Mahbub Jamil seen at the AmCham 20th Anniversary Celebration held on 
January 17, 2017

Mr. Mahbub Jamil seen at the AmCham 25th Anniversary Celebration 
held on December 02, 2021

Mr. Mahbub Jamil seen at the AmCham 25th Anniversary Celebration held on 
December 02, 2021

Mr. Mahbub Jamil seen at the AmCham Welcome Reception in honor of  H.E. 
Peter D. Haas, U.S. Ambassador to Bangladesh, held on April 13, 2022 (His 

last appearance at the AmCham Event)
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Mahbub Jamil, 83, died on 
November 16, 2022. Jamil 
was a very successful business 

man whose behavior and approach 
to business are a model of focus and 
ethics.  It is for this that he will be 
remembered.

In every society the men and women 
that lead the corporations and 
companies that produce the goods 
and services are key to the welfare 
of the society.  As one would expect 
there is a spread of ethical behavior.   
In most nations there is a constant 
pressure within a company to reduce 
compliance with regulation and deny 
ethical behavior; as such actions will 
usually raise profits in the short run.  
The complex legal and regulatory 
environment in most countries presents 
a challenge such that when following 
these rules there is a direct negative 
impact on profitability and executive 
compensation.  

How corporate leaders deal with this 
dilemma is vital to the health of their 
company but in a larger sense it is 
essential to the modernization and 
industrial development of the whole 
society.

Mahbub was a master at finding the 
right line.  This is not a matter of a 
company “doing good”.  Quite the 
contrary, it is a matter of maximizing 
profits within the rules.  The rules are not 
only compliance with taxes, labor laws, 
and environmental regulations but, 
most importantly, maintaining product 
quality.  Too often companies reduce 
production costs by reducing product 
quality.  Jamil did not. He responded 
to the problem that good quality raised 
production costs by fighting for the 
reputation of his brand and pushing for 

Mahbub Jamil—Ethical 
Business Leader and Founder 
of AmCham Bangladesh

Forrest Cookson, PhD

higher productivity.  This path made 
his enterprise, Singer Bangladesh, a 
long run success; he built the value 
of the company in a slow and steady 
manner through all kinds of trials and 
tribulations.  Mahbub took the slow 
path with integrity and protection of 
his product quality.  This required 
a toughness and determination 
to stay on the line he chose.  As a 
consequence, Singer Bangladesh was 
a very successful company.

Mahbub was key to the founding of 
the American Chamber of Commerce 
in Bangladesh and he worked 
together with S. H. Kabir to enable this 
to be accomplished.     From the early 
efforts to establish this organization 
he worked tirelessly to overcome the 
remarkable number of hurdles that 
the government was able to erect.  
Eventually there was a successful 
outcome and much of the credit goes 
to Mahbub’s calm perseverance.  
He saw the establishment of the 
AmCham, steady growth in its 
membership, and the introduction of 
the now famous annual Trade Show.    
Many countries have followed this 
path in Bangladesh that the AmCham 
opened up.

Mahbub believed that expanding the 
use of American business methods 
through investment and example 
would result in more rapid growth 
of the manufacturing sector and he 
strove to accomplish this goal.   One 
example of this was the successful 
establishment of a consumer financial 
company that would enhance sales of 
major Singer products by lending to 
the buyer.  

It was the close cooperation of 

Kabir and Jamil that got through the 
difficulties of establishing the chamber.  
Every successful business man in 
Bangladesh recognizes that there are no 
easy paths in this country to a success.  
When the application for a license to 
establish AmCham was presented it was 
rejected as there was one Chamber to 
cover the foreign investors [FICCI] and 
according to the Ministry of Commerce 
one was enough.  The American 
Bangladesh Economic Forum (ABEF) 
was established as an NGO.  This did 
not allow some functions of a Chamber 
but was good enough to start.  The 
ABEF was eventually given a license as 
a chamber of commerce.

Mahbub was rightfully proud of the 
outcome of the effort to establish the 
Chamber and to nurture its growth 
through achievements.  The name is 
never enough, there must be purpose 
and objective, he would insist.

The first decade of the American 
Bangladesh Economic Forum/AmCham 
was particularly exciting as interest by 
American Corporations in Bangladesh 
was very high.  The last time that we 
met and talked, he was hopeful that a 
new period of interest in Bangladesh by 
US companies was on the way. 

The third point I will mention is that 
he saved Biman.  As advisor in the 
Caretaker Government in 2007/8 for 
Civil Aviation, Mahbub faced the fact 
that Biman had no real fleet of aircraft.  
There were largely leased aircraft, that 
always caused problems with continuity 
of leases, responsibility for maintenance 
and difficulties in building the cadre of 
pilots and cabin crew Biman needed.   
Mahbub in a remarkably short time 
was able to negotiate and sign an 
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agreement with Boeing to sell to Biman 
a significant fleet of aircraft.  Financing 
was arranged through the US Export 
Import Bank and as a consequence 
Biman’s future changed.

During his short tenure as Chairman 
of the Board of Biman he sought to 
turn the airline into a proper business, 
moving away from the corruption 
and concentrating on cost control, 
marketing, and developing product 
quality.  He was insistent with me that 
if this approach was followed that 
Biman could become a first-class 
regional airline.  We also discussed the 
prospects for a regional freight hub.   It 

is regrettable that he was unable to 
achieve these two outcomes each of 
which would raise the reputation and 
wealth of Bangladesh.  

I end by saying how much my own life 
benefited from having Mahbub as a 
friend.  His humor, the precision of his 
mind, his never-ending good manners, 
and his calm in the face of chaos taught 
me much.  He was a great patriot 
confident that Bangladesh would rise in 
the ranks of nations.  

Of course, he will be missed.  But 
he lived a full life, packed with 
achievement.  As his family, friends, 

business associates, all of the people 
that worked for him, think of him at 
the time of his passing try to put into 
your hearts the values that he stood for 
and the ethics of being a good man or 
woman.

......................................................

The writer of this piece of memoir 
is a noted economist and is the 
founding President of the AmCham, 
Bangladesh. 

Note: This is an expanded version 
of an article in the Dhaka Tribune, 
November 16, 2022.
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Introduction

In the five decades since 
independence in 1971 Bangladesh 
has made significant progress 

in promoting gender equality and 

Gender Equality and Women’s 
Empowerment in Bangladesh:
Achievements and Challenges

Rounaq Jahan

women’s empowerment. Many 
observers including Nobel Laurate 
Professor Amartya Sen has argued 
that women’s empowerment has been 
the key to the country’s rapid gains in 
social development.

I shall briefly present below an 
overview of our achievements 
and discuss the role of different 
actors, both government and non-
government, who have contributed 
to our success. I shall also identify 
the key gaps and challenges for the 
future.

Achievements in reducing 
gender inequality

Data indicate remarkable progress 
in reducing gender inequality in 
health, education and labor force 
participation since independence. 

Life expectancy at birth, a key 
indicator of health status shows 
significant gains for women. In 1970 
female life expectancy was 40 years 
which is now 76 years. Male life 
expectancy which was 44 years in 
1970 is now 71 years. Thus over 
a period of 50 years Bangladesh 
was able to eliminate the female 
disadvantage in life expectancy 
and has caught up with the global 
norm of having higher female life 
expectancy. 

Reduction of gender gaps in 
child mortality is another major 
achievement. At the time of 
independence and even in the next 
decade there washigher mortality for 
girls under 5 years of age, compared 
to that of boys under 5, though infant 
mortality rates were the reverse, 
that is, higher mortality for males 
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compared to females.
Research showedthat 
discriminatory 
feeding practices 
and discrimination 
in access to health 
care have resulted 
in higher mortality 
of girls compared 
to boys. However, in 
the next two decades 
we were able to 
eliminate this female 
disadvantage. 

Bangladesh’s 
most talked about 
success has been the 
remarkable reduction 
in fertility rate. In 
1970 TFR was 7 
which is at present 
2. Fertility rate was 
drastically reduced in the first two 
decades after independence as 
successive governments put high 
priority to fertility reduction policies 
and programmes. 

However, progress in reducing 
maternal mortality was slow. Between 
1980 and 1990 maternal mortality 
rate was reduced from 620 to 574. 
Post-ICPD, Bangladesh began to take 
a more comprehensive approach 
to reproductive health. Policy/
programme initiatives were taken 
and investments made to reduce 
maternal mortality. As a result by 
2012 maternal mortality rate was 
brought down to 194. 

In the last five decades gender 
disparities in school enrolment, 
particularly in primary and secondary 
schools have been closed. In 1970 
the rate of female enrolment in 
primary schools was 36% and in 
secondary school was only 10%. 
But now we have gender parity in 
primary school enrolment, and at the 
secondary levels more girls than boys 
are now enrolled. 

Women’s labor force participation 
rate has also undergone remarkable 
change. In 1974 women’s labor 

force participation rate was only 
4%; it is now 38%. This spectacular 
growth in women’s labor force 
participation has been mostly due to 
their participation in industrial sector, 
particularly in readymade garments 
(RMG). Microcredit/microfinance 
is another major source of female 
employment and income. 

The increase in women’s school 
enrolment and in industrial labor 
force has one clear implication 
on women’s mobility outside the 
home. Compared to the 1970s, 
women are now much more visible 
in public places. While in the 1970s 
women were employed only in a 
few occupations such as teachers, 
doctors and nurses, they are now 
found working in all occupations, in 
government, non-government and 
business offices and in manufacturing 
industries. The sight of young women 
garment workers wearing bright color 
clothes walking to and from work 
in early morning or in the evening 
marks a clear contrast from the street 
scene of the 1970s when only men 
were visible walking to and from 
work.   

Gaps in reduction of gender 
equality

Despite the clear achievements in 
reducing gender gaps there are still 
continuing gaps in several areas. 
First, women are still concentrated in 
low skilled, low paid jobs which lead 
to their receiving lower wages. 

Second, women are concentrated 
in such jobs as RMG or domestic 
service where working conditions are 
poor, involving long hours, no service 
contract, no safety net and abusive 
and sometimes dangerous working 
conditions.

Third, women carry an unequal 
burden of the unpaid care economy 
such as child rearing, care of the 
sick and the elderly, other household 
chores such as cooking, cleaning, 
water and fire wood collection 
etc. The continuing gender gaps 
in unpaid care economy results in 
women having less time to devote 
to paid work. This choice results 
in women being disadvantaged 
in getting higher salary or senior 
management positions.

Fourth, there is continuing gender 
gaps in entitlements to property. 
Under Muslim Shariah law a 
daughter inherits only half of a 
brother’s share in parental property. 
Even that share is often denied or 
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given up by women. Marital property 
is also generally in the name of men. 
Only a small fraction of women own 
joint titles to marital property.

Fifth, though women have achieved 
parity in primary and secondary 
school enrolment, there is still 
continuing gap in tertiary enrolment. 
There is also gender gap in science 
and technical education. Men 
outnumber women in science and 
technical schools.

Sixth, decision making within the 
household and in the public arena 
is another area where women are at 
a continuing disadvantage. Within 
the household women’s decision 
making is typically confined to 
areas of cooking and child rearing. 
Women are largely excluded from 
community decision-making bodies. 
While reservation of seats in local 
government institutions has given 
women some visibility in the public 
domain rules and procedures still 
do not give women equal voice 
compared to their male counter 
parts.

Finally, there is huge gender gap 
in political participation. Though 
the two major political parties, 
have been led by two women 
who have been in leadership, for 
more than forty years, this has not 
resulted in marked improvement 
in the overall rate of women being 
elected to public offices. Women’s 
representation in parliament and in 
local government is mostly ensured 
through women’s quota. Onlya few 
women are directly elected in the 
parliament. 

Violence against women (VAW) is 
another major area of continued 
gender inequality. Different surveys 
find high level of domestic violence 
as well as violence and harassment 
in public space. 

Role of government and non-
government actors

Both government and non-
government organization (NGOs) 
have played positive roles in 
promoting gender equality and 
women’s empowerment. The 
Bangladesh constitution, adopted in 
1972, affirms equality of all citizens 

and non-discrimination based on 
gender. Over the years various 
special policies and programmes 
have been undertaken by the 
government to accelerate women’s 
gains in health and education. 
For example, in the first two 
decades after independence the 
government’s policy of  recruiting 
female health outreach workers to 
deliver information and service for 
family planning and child health 
contributed greatly in reducing 
fertility and infant and child mortality. 
In the 1990s the government 
introduced female secondary school 
stipend programmeto boost female 
enrolment. After 1996 special 
measures were taken and investment 
made to reduce maternal mortality. 

The contributions of the NGO sector 
in promoting gender equality and 
women’s empowerment have been 
equally impressive. Since the early 
1970s, NGOs have undertaken 
special programmes targeting poor 
women in health, education and 
micro-finance. Through organization 
of women’s groups, NGOs were 
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Conclusion: Continuing 
challenges

There are however continuing 
challenges. The first and foremost 
is the issue of women’s agency. 
Despite remarkable achievements 
in education and employment, 
women’s voice is still weak within 
the family and outside. In critical 
household related issues, particularly 
relating to property women has 
little say. The rate of adolescent 
marriage and pregnancy is very 
high in Bangladesh. Women are 
underrepresented in highest levels 
of management jobs in government, 
private and NGO sectors though 
they are entering these sectors in 
increasing numbers at lower levels. 
Similarly women have marginal 
presence in different strata of 
leadership positions within political 
parties though the two major parties 
are headed by women.

instrumental in raising women’s 
consciousness and linking them with 
development resources. 

Role of women’s movement

Women’s movement has played 
a critical role in advocacy and 
mobilization of women. Research 
and writings on gender issues 
which was almost non-existent at 
the time of independence have 
blossomed largely as a result of 
push from women’s organizations. 
Gender issues were mainstreamed 
in government’s policy and plan 
documents largely due to the efforts 
of the women’s organizations. 
Women’s movement was also 
successful in drawing support of 
men in many areas including in 
building consciousness to resist 
violence against women.

Another persistent challenge is 
sustaining popular support of both 
men and women, for the goal 
of gender equality and women’s 
empowerment. When gender 
equality is challenged by conservative 
forces, it is always the women’s 
organizations that have to first 
protest and resist. When women’s 
rights are threatened mass protests 
are not all that visible. In future 
women’s organizations need to give 
priority attention to building alliances 
with other social and political 
organizations so that they can count 
on mobilization of spontaneous mass 
support for women’sagendas by 
other organizations. 

......................................................

The writer is a Distinguished Fellow of 
the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), 
a leading think tank in Bangladesh.
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Fifty Years of Bangladesh-US 
Economic Relationship

 Atiur Rahman, PhD

Recently, I had the privilege of 
attending a three-day international 
program titled ‘Bangladeshi 

Immigrant Day and Trade Fair 2022’ 
at New York as a side event of UN 
General Assembly meetings by the 
heads of the governments, including 
our Premier. This event was organized 

by the Muktadhara Foundation 
and USA-Bangladesh Business Link 
in association with the Greater 
New York Chamber of Commerce, 
which showcased the existing 
cultural and diplomatic relations to 
further facilitate USA-Bangladesh 
bilateral trade and businesses. 
The delegates from the USA and 
Bangladesh, comprising of noted 
professionals and representatives 
from business conglomerates and 
investors, participated in both the 
fair and seminars, highlighting 
the theme of why foreign investors 
should invest in Bangladesh. The 
seminars focused on varied issues, 
including ‘Investment opportunities 
in Bangladesh and promoting 
Bangladeshi products in the North 
American market’, ‘Bangladesh’s 
digital revolution: IT outsourcing in 
Bangladesh, quality services at low 
cost’, ‘Digital applications at massive 
scale-rise of Bangladesh’, ‘The 

role of Non-Resident Bangladeshi 
intellectuals and professionals in the 
development of Bangladesh women 
empowerment’ and ‘Promoting 
formal remittances from the US to 
Bangladesh’. There were also several 
vibrant cultural events highlighting 
the contribution of ordinary people, 
media, and elected representatives 
in promoting Bangladesh’s war of 
liberation in 1971 and an exhibition 
of photographs of Father of the 
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman. Besides the President and 
many directors of the Bangladesh 
Federation of the Chamber of 
Commerce and Industries (FBCCI), 
the former Governor of the central 
bank of Bangladesh, and several 
cabinet ministers from Bangladesh 
participated in these interactive 
sessions. Also, the representative 
from New York’s Mayor’s office, 
the state senators, and prominent 
US citizens who participated 
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in the 1971 campaign for the 
liberation of Bangladesh actively 
participated in these people-
to-people conversations. A 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) was also signed between 
the FBCCI and GNYCC (Greater 
New York Chamber of Commerce) 
for promoting economic and 
commercial cooperation between the 
two countries.

While recalling the fifty years of 
diplomatic relations between 
Bangladesh and the United 
States, it can safely be said that 
Bangladesh has emerged as an 
‘important partner’ of the United 
States in the economic, climate, 
humanitarian, and security arenas. 
This has also been emphasized 
by the Bangladesh Premier in her 
message to the souvenir published 
by the organizers of the above trade 
fair in New York. She wrote, “The 
USA has been a steadfast partner of 
Bangladesh in our journey towards 
this extraordinary development. In 
the last 50 years, both countries have 
enjoyed warm relations, development 
cooperation, climate change, 
counterterrorism, democracy, and 
human rights. Even during the 
pandemic, the USA extended support 
by providing significant number of 
vaccines. I hope, our partnership 
with the USA will be deepened to 
accomplish our shared goals in the 
decades to come.”

It may be noted here that this robust 
architecture of mutual relationship 
between the two nations originated 
in the tumultuous days of 1971 
when the people and the leaders of 
the United States came forward to 
support the cause of Bangladesh’s 
independence despite opposition 
from the Nixon administration. 
Hence, the mutual relationship 
between the two nations is deeply 
embedded in the culture of freedom 
and democracy. We fondly remember 
the contributions of late Senator 
Edward Kennedy, Senator Frank 
Church, and many other legislators 
across the board who came forward 
to enact the Foreign Aid Bill to stop 

economic assistance to Pakistan 
until they refrained from genocide 
in Bangladesh. The media also 
provided unprecedented support 
to the cause of Bangladesh by 

covering the grievances raised by 
the representatives of the wartime 
government of Bangladesh, including 
Professor Rehman Sobhan. The US 
intelligentsia and members of various 
civic and cultural groups came out 
of their comfort zones and aligned 
themselves with the students and 

other activists who condemned the 
genocide in occupied Bangladesh. 
We must pay our deepest respect 
to noted journalists like Sydney 
Shanburg of the New York Times 
and Tony Clifton of Newsweek 
for popularizing the cause of 
Bangladesh not only in Congress 
but throughout the United States. 
Cultural icons like George Harrison 

Besides seeking 
a robust, multi-
faceted, and 
mutually respectful 
relationship, both 
countries have been 
engaging in deeper 
economic ties.

“

“

and Ravi Shankar organized the 
Concert for Bangladesh at Madison 
Square in New York on August 01, 
1971, to raise funds for supporting 
humanitarian aid for the refugees 
forced out of Bangladesh during 
the liberation war. That historic 
bond has been further cemented 
by the visit of Senator Edward 
Kennedy to the newly independent 
Bangladesh and subsequent support 
for its reconstruction by both the 
government and philanthropies of the 
United States.

There has been significant 
improvement in relations between the 
two nations during the last fifty years 
paving the way for deeper cultural, 
economic, and strategic cooperation. 
The US educational institutions 
have been particularly attracting 
young talents from Bangladesh 
for quality higher education, 
many of whom are returning to 
Bangladesh as well and contributing 
significantly to its development both 
as young professionals and creative 
entrepreneurs. There has also been 

a considerable flow of immigrants 
to the United States, and they are 
now playing an important role as 
small and medium entrepreneurs 
besides a lot of them being engaged 
in private and public services. We 
must appreciate the American 
society for welcoming the non-
resident Bangladeshis (NRBs) amidst 
them and providing a space for 
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their development. It may also 
be noted that the NRBs from the 
United States now regularly send 
a significant portion of remittances 
to Bangladesh, contributing hugely 
to its macroeconomic stability 
and strengthening the pace of 
economic growth. The USA is 
now the second largest source of 
remittances of foreign exchange for 
Bangladesh. This formal inflow of 
foreign remittance to Bangladesh 
has been critical in maintaining 
macroeconomic stability during the 
global economic crisis.

Besides seeking a robust, multi-
faceted, and mutually respectful 
relationship, both countries have 
been engaging in deeper economic 
ties. Over the fifty years, the United 
States has invested over eight 
billion dollars in various projects for 
improving the lives of Bangladeshis. 
It has been supporting sustainable 
agriculture leading to increased food 
security, modernizing small-scale 
farming, and providing the necessary 
support for climate adaptation, 
and conserving biodiversity. In 
addition, the US support for 
strengthening the trade and business 
environment, improving public 
health and education, responding to 
disasters, and promoting democratic 
institutional practices deserve to be 
noted here. Its robust support for 
hosting about a million of Rohingya 
refugees by Bangladesh who fled 
from the neighboring Myanmar to 
avoid state sponsored genocide 
also need to be especially noted 
here. Recently, some of the members 
of the US Congress moved a 
resolution to condemn Pakistan 
for perpetrating genocide in 1971 
against the freedom loving people of 
Bangladesh. This gesture of the US 
lawmakers has raised hope that this 
genocide will surely get global formal 
recognition in the days to come. As 
noted earlier, our Prime Minister has 
acknowledged the support provided 
by the United States in procuring 
COVID-19 vaccines through 
COVAX. It also provided more than 
121 million USD worth of lifesaving 

COVID-19-related health equipment 
and other assistance to Bangladesh 
to cope with the pandemic.

The US market for Bangladesh 
export of apparels, leather products, 
pharmaceuticals and processed 
agricultural products has been 
gaining stronger ground as the 
economic growth of the latter has 
been gaining pace defying most 
challenges including the pandemic 
and the Russian- Ukraine War. The 
US is the second largest destination 
of Bangladeshi apparels following 
Europe. It has been reported that 
Bangladesh has exported 6.64 
billion US dollars of apparels 
during the first eight months of 
2022. This sector earned 4.32 
billion USD in 2021. This was only 
3.48 billion USD in 2020. In other 
words, the export of apparels to 
the US market has been gaining 
traction despite the ongoing global 
economic downturn. That means the 
Bangladesh apparel increased by 
53.70% compared to that of 37.35% 
from the global sources. China 

and Vietnam recorded 37% and 
33% respectively. Simultaneously, 
the US companies are the largest 
foreign investors in Bangladesh 
accounting for 4.3 billion USD of 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in 
2021. This was about 20% of the 
total stock of FDI in Bangladesh. 
These investments are concentrated 

in sectors like the natural gas 
extraction, banking and insurance, 
and power generation. We also get 
support from the US companies in 
the transportation and infrastructure 
sectors in terms of receiving high-
quality airplanes, locomotives, power 
generation turbines, renewable 
energy development, and dredging 
equipment. The recently launched 
the US-Bangladesh Business Council 
has been helping both countries in 
steering further deeper commercial 
ties between the economic 
stakeholders. In fact, Bangladesh 
government has been pushing 
forward several proactive initiatives 
for enhancement of production 
capacity and productivity of our 
export products along with further 
diversification of these products 
through improvement of related 
infrastructure, R&D initiatives, and 
smarter economic diplomacy. We 
believe the US chambers and think 
tanks can help expedite this endeavor 
of Bangladesh. Many of the 
universities and research institutes do 
have now substantial number of NRB 

scientists and technology experts who 
are familiar with the ground realities 
of Bangladesh. Their technical inputs 
can indeed prove to be valuable 
in enhancing the manufacturing 
capacity of Bangladesh in alignment 
with the needs of the US market.

Besides, the economic and 



18 AmCham Journal18 AmCham Journal

commercial ties, the two countries 
are also in the same page in 
fostering strategic cooperation 
in building peace throughout 
the world. It may be noted that 
Bangladesh is the largest contributor 
to the peacekeeping operations 
and helping peacebuilding in 
the sectarian-strife parts of the 
world. Both countries work hand 
in hand various global and 
regional organizations including 
the IMF, World Bank, World Trade 
Organization, ASEAN Regional 
Forum and many other UN-
led multilateral organizations. 
Bangladesh’s leadership in 
promoting climate friendly 
development and financial inclusion 
is deeply respected by the United 
States.

Indeed, both countries have been 
benefiting from the dynamic 
partnership in promoting issues 
of multilateral interests and it is 
hoped they will continue to work 
even more closely in the coming 
days as the post-pandemic and 
post- Ukraine-war world will be 
different. As already indicated 
by the rising inflation, energy 
and food prices, and increased 
protectionism, there is a need for 
deeper cooperation between the 
partnering countries to address 
these challenges. Both countries, 
therefore, need to be on their toes 
to fight for sanity and humanity 
in the changed context. And here 
not only the state, but also the 
non-state actors will have enough 
roles to play for addressing the 
burning challenges thrown out 

by the Global Economic Crisis 
following the pandemic and the 
Russia-Ukraine war and other 
geo-political tensions in various 
parts of the world.

Finally, the people and the 
governments of both Bangladesh 
and the United States deserve 
profound appreciation for 
successfully completing fifty 
years of their robust diplomatic 
relations.

......................................................

The writer of this article is a noted 
economist and former Governor of the 
Bangladesh Bank. 

He can be reached at his email: 
dratiur@gmail.com

18 AmCham Journal



19AmCham Journal

Manzoor Ahmed, PhD

Education, Skills and Jobs – 
Reaping the Demographic 
Dividend

Is Bangladesh squandering its 
once-in-history chance of reaping a 
demographic dividend? Simply put, 

demographic dividend is the higher 
economic growth arising from the 
fact that the working age population 
(15-64 years) is larger than the non-
working dependents (14 and younger, 
and 65 and older). And are there 
relevant lessons for Bangladesh from 
industrial countries, such as the US, for 
addressing the demographic dividend 
challenge?

According to the 2022 Population and 
Housing Census, out of the population 

of 165.1 million in Bangladesh, two-
thirds (65.6 percent) are of age 15-64 
years, defined as the working age 
(Molla and Asaduzzaman, 2022). 

1. Key Terms

The Window 

The economic dividend window 
opened by the population age 
structure will not remain open 
indefinitely. The two-thirds of the 
population in Bangladesh that belong 
to the workforce will rise to 70 percent 
by 2030, but then it will decline, 
according to demographic projection. 
The number of people aged above 60 
years in the country, about 11 million, 
will double by 2030 and double again 
to 44 million by 2050.The critical 
question is whether enough is being 
done, and are the right measures 
being taken, to reap the benefits of 
the demographic bonanza that will 
disappear in no more than 15 years. 
Some argue that little is being done 
and the opportunity is being wasted. 
But it  is not a sharp black-and-white 
picture as will be seen below.

Jobs and Employment

The simple logic often put forth is that 
more jobs have to be created so that 
a larger workforce is employed, more 
goods and services are produced, and 
the GDP grows larger.  Employment 
and jobs are hot-button topics – often 
presented as the remedy for slow or 
no economic growth.  Unemployment 
rates are invoked to describe economic 
stability and citizen well-being. Let’s try 
to unpack the terms jobs/employment 
and unemployment. 

Employment commonly means the 
state of having a paid job. It is 
measured by counting people of 
working age, usually 15-64 years, 
known as the labor force, who 
are in work. By the same token, 
Unemployment refers to the share of 
the labor force that is without work but 
is available for and seeking paid work. 
All of the working age population is 
not necessarily willing and able to 
work. There are other aspects of the 
employment- unemployment spectrum 
noted below which are significant in 
their economic consequences and for 
well-being of society.

Underemployment occurs when 
available jobs are not enough to 
provide full employment to all who 
want to work. It may take the form 
of part-time employment or work at 
wages lower than accepted standard 
rate. Hidden unemployment occurs 
when people are not counted as 
unemployed in the labor market 
statistics rules, but would work if 
they had the chance. For example, 
those who might have looked for 
work for a long time, but stopped 
looking, giving up hope. Seasonal 
unemployment refers to annual 
seasonal patterns that affect jobs, 
such as, certain farm work or 
holiday-season jobs. A degree of 
underemployment is a common 
phenomenon in most countries; 
particularly so in low income countries 
with a large informal sector economy 
and undeveloped labor market 
practices and regulations.

The Informal Economy

Informal economy, as defined in 
Wikipedia, comprises widely diverse 

Regulatory regime of 
fi nancial sector of any 
country is important 
for eff ective and 
smooth functioning 
of all fi nancial 
institutions.

“

“
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economic activities, enterprises, jobs, 
and workers that are not regulated 
or protected by the state. Much 
of informal sector jobs consist of 
self-employment in small or family 
establishments. These also include 
wage employment in jobs not 
protected by safety standards and 
wage regulations. In low income 
countries, such as Bangladesh, 85 
percent or more of employment and 
workers are in the informal economy.

The informal economy is sometimes 
associated with and stigmatized as 
“illegal”, “underground”, “black 
market” or “grey market.” This 
characterization is not fair, because 
the vast majority of informal workers 
are trying to earn an honest living 
against great odds. They make a 
huge contribution to communities 
and economies. Without the informal 
economy workers and their economic 
activities, most national economies 
would come to a grinding halt (Chen 
2012).

Jobless Growth in Bangladesh 
So what is the jobs and 
unemployment picture in 
Bangladesh?

Bangladesh’s official unemployment 
rate for 2021 was 5.2%, a small 
decline from 2020 (https://data.
worldbank.org/country/BD). But 
does this commonly cited statistic 
provide a real picture of income and 
wellbeing of workers and the state of 
the economy?

The unemployment rate is subject 
to the limitations of its definition 
and the methodology of calculating 
unemployment – such as not counting 
those who give up job search, not 
considering under-employment, and 
most importantly, the difficulty of 
counting reliably informal economy 
data. There are also variations in the 
employment situation of groups and 
by geography. Especially important 
and policy-sensitive question is the 
employment status of young people, 
those who seeking to enter the world 
of work and of women. 

Youth unemployment:

In Bangladesh, the youth 
unemployment rate (age 15-24 years) 
currently stands at 10.6 per cent, 
more than twice the overall national 
unemployment rate of 5.2 per cent, 
reports the International Labour 
Organization (ILO, 2022). Youth 
unemployment increased during the 

COVID-19 pandemic and the recovery 
is lagging, according to the ILO report 
published on the occasion of the 
International Youth Day on 12th August 
this year. 

Projecting from available Bangladesh 
Bureau of Statistics data, Department 
of Youth Development and ILO 
estimate that about 47 per cent 
women and 10 per cent men are not 
in education, employment or training 
(NEET) in Bangladesh, the total for 
both sexes being 29 per cent. If youth 
are not in education or training and 
not in work, the question then is what 
they are doing and what may be the 
consequences of this “inactivity.”

How does Bangladesh compare with 
other developing countries in this 
respect? An estimate for India in 2019 
indicates 30 percent in NEET for the 
15-24 age groups, quite similar to 
Bangladesh. Globally, the share of 
youth in NEET in 2020 is estimated 
by ILO to be23.3 per cent, a level 
not seen in at least 15 years. These 
proportions, especially for countries 

with a large informal economy, such 
as Bangladesh and India, are likely 
to be underestimates because of the 
definitional and methodological issues.

Youth unemployment is a global 
phenomenon. Economically advanced 
countries do not have a youth bulge 
in the population and a demographic 
dividend issue, but they have a youth 

unemployment problem. In USA, 
where employment data are reported 
on a monthly basis, in October 2022, 
according to the US Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, national youth unemployment 
(16-24 years) was reported to be 8.2 
percent, more than double the total 
unemployment rate of 3.2 percent. It is 
also reported that youth unemployment 
and job uncertainty may result in 
multiple lifetime “scarring” effects in 
the form of physical and mental health 
problems, bouts of unemployment, 
lower income and lower life chances 
(McQuaid, 2015). This is so despite 
greater resources in industrial countries 
devoted to address these problems. 

As for the informal economy 
employment, ILO in 2018 reported 
that 61percent of the world’s workers 
were employed in the informal 
economy. According to the Labour 
Force Survey (LFS) 2016-17 of 
Bangladesh, out of the total 60.8 
million employed labor, 85.1 percent 
worked in the informal sector; more 
women were in informal activities 
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(91.8 percent against 82.1 percent 
for males). In both rural and urban 
areas, females and youths (aged 15-
29) were more likely to be in informal 
employment (LFS cited by Mujeri, 
2020).

The overall growth and unemployment 
story of Bangladesh is that its 
high growth rates have not been 
matched by its performance in 
employment except for a relatively 
positive correlation in the years until 
2000(Figure 1). The country lately has 
been experiencing a jobless growth 
(Islam, 2021).

TVET and Claiming the Dividend

A decade ago, an international 
study, in which this writer was 
involved, concluded that technical 
and vocational education and 
training (TVET) by itself did not create 
jobs or alleviate poverty. It is the 
continuum of education, training, 
skills formation, and job markets that 
had to be functional to achieve the 
results (UNESCO-INRULED, 2012).  
The concept of the continuum is more 
widely accepted now, though a ‘silver 
bullet’ solution, such as education, 
training or jobs is put forward  too 
often as the answer. The policy 
implication of the continuum is not 
reflected enough in policies and the 
program approach. 

A decade later in 2022 another study 
in the context of South Asia found 
that education systems were failing 
to prepare young people for life and 
work in the face of a rapidly changing 
economy and the job market. World 

Bank’s learning poverty index revealed 
that more than half of 10-14 year 
olds in low and low-middle income 
countries could not read, write or 
count. (Richards, Ahmed, Islam, 2022; 
also see Ahmed, 2022).

What does the concept of the 
continuum or a holistic view mean 
specifically regarding priorities for 
work-related skill development of 
young people, often labeled as TVET, 
and for realizing the demographic 
dividend? Or how can the risk of 
losing the dividend can be averted 
through skills and other ancillary and 
supportive measures? A look at status 
and prospects of TVET in Bangladesh 
would be useful.

The Large Picture 

About two million young people enter 
the job market every year. About a half, 
roughly one million have a chance 
to participate in formal and longer 
technical and vocational diploma and 
degree courses and various formal and 
non-formal shorter courses. The other 
half, deprived of TVET opportunities, 
fend for themselves.  Some, about a 

half million, go abroad as unskilled 
workers (a small minority going abroad 
benefits from some form of TVET). 
The rest join the informal job market, 
who also include some who are 
beneficiaries of TVET (ESA, 2020; ESP, 
2020).

TVET appears to be a second or 
lesser choice of intended beneficiaries 
and often regarded as appropriate 
for those who may not flourish in 
the mainstream general education.  
There is also a lack of clarity about 
how general school education can 
best prepare young people for skill 
development and how the two relate to 
each other (see below).  

Formal and non-formal TVET in 
both public and private sectors 
has increased in recent decades, 
but participation in TVET is still low 
(estimated to be about 14% of 
total secondary level enrolment). 
Traditional skill development through 
inter-generational transfer of skills is 
the informal mode, which remains 
significant, but is not formally 
recognized, supported or regulated; 
and adequate information about it is 
lacking (ESA, 2020).  

TVET policy and plans

Significant policy initiatives in the 
sub-sector were the National Skills 
Development Policy (NSDP) of 2011 
and the creation of the National Skill 
Development Authority in 2019. A 
National Technical and Vocational 
Quality Framework (NTVQF) have 
also been prepared. These legal 
and regulatory entities are expected 
to promote and support skills 
development plans, strategies and 
activities both in the public and non-
state arenas and in their mutually 
complementary and collaborative 
roles. There is, however, a large gap 
between the intention and the reality.

The stated TVET policy objective is 
to incraese the ratio of secondary 
level student share from  around 14 
percent to 25 percent in the medium 
term and to 50 percent in the long 
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term. The principal strategy is to 
insert technical/vocational courses 
in secondary and higher secondary 
schools. Separate and dedicated 
polytechnics and technical-vocational 
schools/colleges as well as diverse 
shortcourses in public and private 
vocational institutions are also part 
of the strategy, but ‘vocationalizing’ 
general secondary schools have 
become the chosen instrument. This is 
so inspite of the international evidence 
that vocational courses in general 
secondary schools do not work well in 
respect of quality, relevance, facilities 
provided, motivation and expectaions 
of students and teachers and market 
responsiveness. It raises the cost of 
secondary schools without producing 
benefits (World Bank, 2015). 

Experience from abroad and 
in Bangladesh indicates that 
purposeful technical instututions, 

such as polytechnics and the recently 
introduced technical schools and 
colleges (one in each upazila is 
planned to be set up) work better in 
producing skills in demand. The latter 
is likely to an effective vehicle for TVET 
rather than vocational secondary 
schools; though there is much to be 
done about improving quality of the 
specialised institutions and managing 
them better.

At the same time, rapidly changing 
job market, dominance of digical 
technology in future jobs, and the 
need for generic skills and capability 
to adapt to change and upgrade 
skills for workers require that general 
secondary schools do a much better 
job of improving the quality of 
teaching and learning. The secondary 
level as the provider of foundational 
competencies for the futre workforce 
of the nation in both the formal and 

the informal economy has to ensure 
that these competencies in language 
and communication, math and science 
are acquired by all at an acceptable 
level. The beginning has to be made 
in the early childhood development 
stage and continue through primary 
education.

Besides formal vocational/technical 
schools and colleges, other market 
responsive and flexible skills 
development approaches -- an 
example is the Underprivileged 
Children’s Education Program (UCEP) 
--  run by non-government entities, 
need to receive government funding 
support. (See Box 1.).

A strategy to promote the 
apprenticeship approach for producing 
market-driven skills that requires an 
active role of buinesses and employers 
has not  been widely implemented. 

Box 1: UCEP Bangladesh: A creative approach to TVET

Under-privileged Children’s Education Program (UCEP), a non-profit non-governmental organization, offers education 
and skills development services for disadvantaged youth in Bangladesh. It was established in 1972 by Lindsay Allan 
Cheyne, a visionary development volunteer from New Zealand in the aftermath of the liberation war. UCEP has 
become known for its creative approach in education and skills training for youth who do not or cannot participate in 
regular institutions. 

It began as alternative schooling opportunity to working children from slums and street children. The project’s initial 
experience was highly encouraging. It evolved as a flexible and adaptive mode characterized by the combination of 
basic education and skill training to improve the life prospects of out-of-school children from poor families. It currently 
has an enrolment of about 35.000 youth in its programs.

UCEP's core programs include basic general education at the secondary level, skill training of 3 to 6 months’ duration 
customized for industry needs, and formal technical education (grades 9-10 SSC Vocational) in several trade courses. 
UCEP offers its TVET program through 10 technical schools in 8 districts and also through outreach centers in 2 
districts. The short courses have a component of RPL (Recognition of Prior Learning) and arrangements for assessment 
of such learning in several trades. UCEP also offers 4-years diploma program through UIST (UCEP Institute of Science 
and Technology in Dhaka), which is planned to be expanded to other districts.  UCEP has aligned its technical 
education programs with the National Technical Vocational Qualification Framework (NTVQF) following Competency-
Based Training and Assessment (CBTA) developed by the Bangladesh Technical Education Board.

UCEP has demonstrated its capacity to implement the government’s concepts and priorities in respect of quality and 
relevance in TVET in a cost-effective way. Successful adoption of NTVQF and CBTA has been generally difficult in both 
public and non-government institutions.

UCEP has relied entirely on donor assistance for developing and expanding its programs. A collaborative partnership 
with the government in financing and program development that would have facilitated a predictable expansion of 
market-responsive skill training has not happened so far. 

Contributed by Sheikh Shahana Shimu, cited in Non-State Actors in Education: Exploring Stat/Non-state Partnerships in 
Bangladesh, prepared by BRAC Institute of Educational Development as Bangladesh country background paper for the 
South Asia Global Education Monitoring report: Non-state Actors in Education: Who Chooses? Who Loses? UNESCO, 
2022.
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Bangladesh Labour Act 2006 stipulates 
that all companies employing 50 or 
more workers must have a functioning 
apprenticeship program in proportion 
to the overall number of employees 
(ILO, 2006). However, the provision 
has not been enforced and only about 
1,100 apprentices were registered with 
the Bureau of Manpower, Employment 
and Training (BMET) at one stage 
throughout Bangladesh (Cordier et al., 
2012). The strategy for factory-based 
training of teachers was also proposed, 
but  has also not been implemented. 
(MoE, 2011, pp.16-18). The failure 
has been on the part of both education 
authorities and the emplyers. 

It appears that strategies that called 
for close cooperation and active 
collaboration of government and 
the private sector have not made 
sufficient headway. Traditional mindset 
and culture both in the government 
agencies and the private sector 
have stood in the way of effective 
partnership building with delineation 
and complementarities of state and 
non-state actor’s roles (Khan, 2019).  

TVET governance and 
management 

As many as 23 ministries are involved 
in managing some TVET activities. 
A large number of NGOs, women’s 
organizations, community groups 
and private sector providers also 
deliver skill development services, 
which are often unregulated without 
the application of quality criteria and 
assessment of standards. Industry 
Skills Councils (ISCs) consisting of 
employers, workers and trade unions 
have been established to facilitate 
linkages between industry, training 
providers and government agencies. 
However, only a few ISCs are active to 
some extent in facilitating employment 
placement. 

Coordinating and bringing coherence 
to the complex TVET subsector is 
clearly a difficult task. As a measure 
to improve TVET provisions, the 
Technical and Madrasah Education 
Division (TMED) was set up in 2016 

under MoE.  The division is expected 
to support policy and strategy and to 
oversee TVET sub-sector work carried 
out by the Directorate of Technical 
Education (DTE) and the Bangladesh 
Technical Education Board (BTEB). 
Placing of Ministerial level guidance 
for madrasa education in the same 
Division suggests an expectation that 
madrasa education might be given a 
vocational bias (ESP 2020, p: 62).

In 2008, the National Skills 
Development Council (NSDC) was 
set attached to the Ministry of Labor 
and Employment as an apex policy 
and oversight body, the role of 
which was recognized in the policy 
formulated in 2011. There were 
difficulties from the beginning from 
a lack of common understanding 
of objectives and priorities among 
stakeholders, including Bangladesh 
Technical Education Board attached 
to the Ministry of Education, which 

remained unresolved.  In 2019, NSDC 
was replaced by the National Skills 
Development Authority (NSDA) through 
an Act of the Parliament. 

The new Authority is located in 
the Prime Minister’s Office -- its 
governing body is chaired by the Prime 
Minister. The Finance Minister is the 
vice-chair. The high powered body 
is expected to approve and oversee 
implementation of governance, 
regulatory and legislative provisions 
related to skills development and 
training, as was its predecessor, the 
NSDC. The new Authority is yet to 
develop its capacity as an institution 
and become fully functional. (“Invest in 
infrastructure, renewable energy and 
manufacturing” Daily Star. 19 October 
2019).

Besides working out the modalities and 
relationships among existing bodies 
vested with various responsibilities, a 
policy concern is how the non-sate 
and state actors together contribute 
more productively to achieving policy 
objectives in an area where effective 
partnership is essential.

A continuing concern is the weak 
governance and management capacity 
and practices as illustrated by the story 
of what should be considered a high 
priority project (see Box 2).

Box 2. Training centers for workers going abroad

The Bureau of Manpower, Employment and Training (BMET) under 
the Ministry of Expatriate Welfare has taken up the project to build 
Technical Training Centers (TTC) in 41 Upazilas for workers who would 
go overseas. Twenty-four of these have been inaugurated in July and one 
in September this year. But training has not begun yet in any [as of the 
beginning of November.]

The project started in January, 2016 with an allocation of Taka 1,331 
crore. The completion date was June 2020, but slow progress led to 
extension to June 2022 and the allocation was raised to Taka 1,667 
crore.  The project was delayed again and the completion date has been 
extended now to June, 2023. 

Each TTC is planned to be built on 1.5 acres of land. A principal and 
two staff have been appointed for each, but most buildings remain 
locked. The instructors have not been appointed and no equipment has 
been provided. Admission notices have been posted for some centers, 
but no trainee has been admitted yet. Surprisingly, three months after 
inauguration of the center in Nagarkanda in the district of Faridpur, the 
construction remains to be completed.

Source: Prothom Alo, “Training Centre for Expatriate Workers: Why is 
training not begun even after inauguration?” Editorial, November 8, 
2022.
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Box 2. Training centers for workers 
going abroad

The Bureau of Manpower, Employment 
and Training (BMET) under the 
Ministry of Expatriate Welfare 
has taken up the project to build 
Technical Training Centers (TTC) in 41 
Upazilas for workers who would go 
overseas. Twenty-four of these have 
been inaugurated in July and one 
in September this year. But training 
has not begun yet in any [as of the 
beginning of November.]

The project started in January, 2016 
with an allocation of Taka 1,331 crore. 
The completion date was June 2020, 
but slow progress led to extension to 
June 2022 and the allocation was 
raised to Taka 1,667 crore.  The 
project was delayed again and the 
completion date has been extended 
now to June, 2023. 

Each TTC is planned to be built on 
1.5 acres of land. A principal and two 
staff have been appointed for each, 
but most buildings remain locked. The 
instructors have not been appointed 
and no equipment has been provided. 
Admission notices have been posted 
for some centers, but no trainee has 
been admitted yet. Surprisingly, three 
months after inauguration of the 
center in Nagarkanda in the district of 
Faridpur, the construction remains to 
be completed.

Source: Prothom Alo, “Training Centre 
for Expatriate Workers: Why is training 
not begun even after inauguration?” 
Editorial, November 8, 2022.

4. Three other critical areas

Besides the policy objectives and the 
governance issues in TVET, the following 
three aspects of skill development, 
based on education and skill 
development discourse, are deserving 
of proactive scrutiny and action.

Technology and preventing job-
loss

There is much discussion about 
the threat of job loss and skill 

obsolescence arising from new 
technology, automation, artificial 
intelligence and the features of 
the fourth industrial revolution. For 
example, the proportion of female 
workers has been declining in the 
garment sector, presumably because 
of their lower level of education and 
skills. More educated people are being 
recruited who can contribute to higher 
value addition. 

However, various stages of technology 
revolutions which coexist, especially 
in developing countries, create new 
transformation opportunities. The 
informal sector is becoming more 
formalized, and mechanization is 
increasing in previously muscle-driven 
processes. These transformations are 
characteristics of second and third 
industrial revolutions which co-exist 
with the fourth industrial revolution; 
in fact, the former are still dominant 
in our economy. Demand for skills 
related to simpler technologies keeps 
increasing in the transition phase. 

Opportunities for better paid and 
higher productivity jobs, requiring 
intermediate technological skills, also 
grow in the transition as manufacturing 
and services are shifted from countries 
at a higher technological level to 
those catching up. At the same time, 
more advanced and sophisticated 
technologies, including artificial 
intelligence, are being introduced, 
the pace of which is accelerating. It 
is necessary to consider the nature of 
transition and transformation and align 
education and training to adaptation, 
creativity and skill upgrading. 

With a decreasing human role on 
factory floors and artificial intelligence 
reducing the need for skills in 
enforcement of rules and standards 
at the supervisory level, there is a 
growing importance of knowledge, 
empathy, and creativity in innovation 
and invention. Education and training 
at secondary and tertiary level have to 
pay attention to these generic skills and 
competencies (Rokonuzzaman, 2021). 

Decent work and child labor 

Decent work is a key aspiration of 
people for their working life. ILO 
agenda for decent work embraces 
work that is productive, provides 
a living wage, ensures safety and 
protection in the workplace, and offer 
prospects for personal development 
and social integration. It includes 
enjoying fundamental rights, freedom 
of association, the right to collective 
bargaining, equal pay for work of 
equal value, and freedom from 
violence and harassment at work.

Child labor is another injustice that has 
a bearing on productive work, decent 
jobs and skill development. The last 
child labor survey was undertaken in 
Bangladesh in 2015 which showed 
13.4% of children aged 5-14 years, 
totaling 4.7 million in child labor. 
Although various steps have been 
taken to eliminate or mitigate child 
labor, with good results evident in the 
ready-made garment sector, the fact 
that no such survey was undertaken 
in seven years suggest a degree of 
policy level neglect of the problem that 
persists, especially in the large informal 
economy.  

The COVID-19 crisis has revealed 
shortcomings in the way the needs 
of workers are often not addressed, 
especially the more vulnerable such as 
first-time jobseekers, school dropouts, 
and fresh graduates with little 
experience. 

Young people entering the world of 
work should enjoy the benefits of well 
functioning labor markets with accessible 
information, fair recruitment processes, 
and decent working conditions for 
those in employment, along with quality 
education and training opportunities for 
those yet to enter it.

Academia-Industry 
Collaboration

At present, business schools and 
management education programs 
have limited internship, placement and 
academic project support or training 
collaboration with industries.  

In China and Korea industry-university 
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joint graduate programs, shared 
research facilities, and technology-
incubation programs have grown 
rapidly.  The Silicon Valley firms and 
Stanford University collaboration and 
the Stanford Research Park represent 
a shining example of jointly promoting 
research, knowledge and their 
application. Many such partnership 
initiatives have brought together 
public and private universities and 
the corporate sector in USA. Another 
successful collaboration between 
industry and academia is illustrated 
by the development of Oxford 
AstraZeneca vaccine, a major medical 
science development at a record time. 

Conducting relevant and rigorous 
research and knowledge generation 
creating value for society, economic 
opportunities, and generating 
productive jobs is a partnership 
challenge for both academia and 
industries in Bangladesh. Besides the 
regular academic programs, each 
institution of higher education as well 
as polytechnics need to offer market 
responsive short courses, most of 
which can be on a hybrid mode using 
a blended approach (Momen and 
Mehjabeen, 2021).

Summing Up

The possibility of countries missing their 
chance of reaping the demographic 
dividend is real. East and South-East 
Asia in the late twentieth century 
realized the dividend, described as 
the “Asian economic miracle” with a 
seven-fold economic growth in about 
four decades, and with dramatic 
increase in productivity and income 
of workers. However, in Latin America 
around the same time, inadequate 
public investments and unequal access 
to education, health, and rights of 
women and girls limited growth to less 
than two-fold (UNFPA, 2016).

This article does not address the 
macro-economic policies and 
strategies that create the conditions for 
economic growth, investments, and 
trade and infrastructure development 
that form the context in which 
policies and actions for education, 

training, skills development and job 
creation have to be undertaken. 
One might also note the ascendant 
“crony capitalism” that is a feature of 
Bangladesh’s growth which affects the 
nature of the growth and the sharing of 
its benefits (Murshed, 2021). We have 
focused on the proximate inter-links of 
education skills, and jobs necessary 
to claim the demographic dividend, 
taking the larger context as given. 

The dividend is won or lost depending 
on how well the connected policies 
and activities regarding education, 
training, skills formation, transition 
to work, and creation of conditions 
for productive work and further 
adaptation and development are 
in place for children, adolescents 

youth and adults (Figure 2). Figure 
2 indicates the various factors that 
need to be brought together and 
aligned to create the conditions for 
realizing the demographic dividends.  
It is not intended to be an exhaustive 
listing of the factors, but suggestive 
of the various elements that must be 
given attention. The upper axis shows 
different sub-sectors of education and 
training which have to make their 
contribution. The lower axis points to 
negative features that can undermine 
sub-sector contribution. The items in 
the center show policy and strategy 
priorities in making the subsectors work 
effectively.

It is argued that a holistic view of the 

education-skills-jobs continuum is 
needed. It is also necessary to consider 
how the dynamics of political power 
in a country, the bargaining and 
negotiations among interest groups, 
determine the policies adopted and 
pursued by the state.  

Does the answer then lie in a strategic 
agenda, based on a ‘social compact’ 
to promote the complementarities of 
public and private contributions within 
a regulatory framework aimed at 
optimizing the “public good” aspects 
of skills development? The irony is 
that: this itself is a political dynamics 
challenge. 

.....................................................

The writer of this article is a Professor 
Emeritus at the Brac University, a 
leading university in the private sector in 
Bangladesh

.....................................................
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Bangladesh and US 
Universities: 50 Years 
Bilateral Relationship and 
way Forward

In recent years, the number of 
students leaving Bangladesh to 
pursue higher studies abroad has 

increased dramatically, establishing 
Bangladesh as a vibrant source 
country for international students on 
par with other South Asian nations 
like India and Nepal. Despite the 
expansion of higher education 
opportunities in Bangladesh over the 
past several decades, an average of 
approximately 60,000 Bangladeshi 
students leave the nation each 
year to pursue their education in 
other countries. As a result of the 
Covid-19 epidemic, the number 
has decreased during the past two 
years. The number of students from 
Bangladesh who studied in other 
countries increased  to at least 
44,338 in 2021 from 9,416 in 
2001, as reported by the UNESCO 
Institute of Statistics (UIS, 2016; 
Salman & Howlader, 2022).

A Brief Overview 
of Bangladesh’s 
Tertiary Education 
Industry

University of Dhaka is 
the oldest university in 
Bangladesh, founded 
in 1921. Since 
then, Bangladesh 
(previously East 
Bengal) has gone 
through two wars of 
independence: the 
first in 1947, when 
Pakistan (which at 
the time included 
Bangladesh) broke 

away from India, and the second in 
1971, Since independence (1971), 
changes to education delivery 
have had little to no impact. Before 
entering higher education, students 

must finish 12 years of elementary 
and secondary school. Elementary 
and secondary school are included 
(Islam, 2011).

Dhaka University, the first 
educational institution in Bangladesh, 
opened in 1921, 50 years before 
independence. Before Bangladesh’s 
independence, Dhaka University 
was ruled by the British. In 1971, 
Bangladesh had six universities. 
Bangladesh has 162 universities, 
up from 7 in the 1980s. 51 are 
public, 3 are international, and 108 
are private (UGC, 2022; Sarkar & 
Hossain, 2018).

Public institutions can’t meet the 
demand created by parents who 
want to pay for their children’s 
college since there aren’t enough 
vacancies in state - or government-
run universities. 65 people submit 
resumes for a public office or 
seat on average. The Bangladesh 
National Parliament passed the 
Private University Act in 1992 (Islam, 

2011). In the same year, North 
South University, the first private 
university, started its journey. By 
2022, Bangladesh’s education 
system had altered little.

US is Bangladeshi 
Students’ Top Choice for 
Higher Education

Education exchanges across 
countries improve the lives 
of everyone involved by 
expanding students’ horizons, 

exposing them to other cultures, 
and preparing them for careers in a 
global economy. The US Embassy 
has reported that the number of 
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international students coming from 
Bangladesh to study in the US is 
rising faster than from any other 

country. When it comes to countries 
sending students to the United States 
for higher education, it has risen 
from 20th to 14th in the globe in the 
past year. 

From the top 20 countries, 

Bangladesh’s growth rate was the 
highest; in the South Asia, it was 
also the highest (United News of 

Bangladesh, 2020).The United 
States of America is the most popular 
destination among the places that 

8,122 students from Bangladesh 
traveled to in 2021, followed by 
Malaysia (6,904) and Australia 
(6,191). In addition, 3,735 students 
traveled to Canada in 2021, 2,920 
students travelled to Germany, 
2,645 students traveled to the United 

Kingdom, 2,436 students traveled 
to Japan, 2,258 students traveled 
to India, 1,121 students traveled to 

Korea, and 1,062 students traveled 
to Saudi Arabia.

US Academic programs for 
Bangladeshi Students

In the 2020–2021 academic year, 
more than 8,000 students from 
Bangladesh enrolled in universities 
across the United States. This was a 

significant increase 
of three places from 
the previous year. 
It was reported 
by the Bureau of 
Educational and 
Cultural Affairs 
and the Institute 
of International 
Education of the 
United States 
Department of State 
that 8,598 students 
from Bangladesh 
came to the United 
States to study in 
the 2020-2021 
academic year. 
Bangladesh moved 
to fourteenth place 
from seventeenth 
on the list of nations 
that send students 
to the United States. 
In the midst of 
an extraordinary 
pandemic 
accompanied by 
a global decline 
in international 

students, Bangladesh had a 
reduction of only 2.7% from 2020. 
Because international education 
exchanges benefit both nations, 
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peoples, and professional networks, 
promoting educational exchanges 
between Bangladesh and the United 
States is a strategic objective.

Throughout the years, the U.S. 
Embassy, through its Education-
USA platform, organizes numerous 
academic initiatives to provide 
this number of opportunities for 
Bangladeshi students. In fact, the 
U.S. Embassy is currently hosting a 
number of programs, such as the 
Kennedy-Lugar Youth Exchange and 
Study (YES) Program, Community 
College Initiative Program (CCI), 
Community Solutions Program 
(CSP), and U.S. university fair, to 
provide opportunities for prospective 
Bangladeshi students.

Students in these programs get 
to experience American culture 
firsthand by living with a host family 
and going to a local university. At 
this university, students can join 
clubs like the robotics team, the 
debating society, and the art club, 
among many others, and take 
advantage of the university’s wide 
range of academic offerings.This 
program gives Bangladeshi students 
the opportunity to participate in 
community service projects that 
promote mutual understanding and 
respect for diversity (U.S. Embassy 
Dhaka, 2022a; 2021b; 2022b).

Since 2019, the annual U.S. 
university fair in Bangladesh has 
been organized by the U.S. Embassy 
through the Education-USA platform 

in partnership with Ed Programs. In 
Dhaka, several representatives from 
American universities spoke with 
potential students. U.S. university 

representatives travel all across 
Dhaka to meet with students and 
participate in the fair. Attendees will 
have the rare opportunity to ask 
questions and learn more about the 
application process and financial 
aid options directly from admissions 
officers from top universities in the 
United States. They are also given 
advice on how to improve their 
application. Information sessions on 
the F-1 student visa procedure and 
other issues connected to higher 
education in the United States are 
also included in the program and 
are led by U.S. Embassy officials and 
Education-USA consultants.

Over 425 international student 
advising centers in 178 countries 
make up Education-USA, an initiative 
of the United States Department of 
State. By providing students from all 
over the world with up-to-date and 
detailed information on studying 
in the United States at reputable 
universities, the network helps to 
increase international education 
in the United States as a study 
abroad destination. For assisting 
education administrators in the 
United States in their recruitment 
and internationalization efforts, 
Education-USA also offers a variety 
of services (U.S. Embassy Dhaka, 
2021c).

In addition, outbound Bangladeshi 
undergraduates could enroll in 
the Community College Initiative 
(CCI) Program, which is financed 

by the United States 
Department of State. 
The students can 
enroll in full-time 
undergraduate courses 
at community colleges 
in Virginia, New 
York, Florida, Iowa, 
Pennsylvania, and 
Wisconsin. They were 
chosen based on their 
academic excellence, 
leadership potential, 
and community 
involvement. 
The students live 

on campus with American and 
international students, have 
opportunities to learn about 
American culture, history, and 
society, assist American students in 
learning more about Bangladesh, 
enhance their leadership and 
English language skills, and 
participate in internship programs 
in their respective fields of study. 
57 Bangladeshi students have 
participated in the CCI Program 
since 2013. (U.S. Embassy Dhaka. 
2021d).

The number of Bangladeshi students 
enrolling in undergraduate programs 
at some of the most prestigious 
schools in the United States, 
including MIT, Princeton, Harvard, 
UTA, and others, has been rising 
at an exponential rate over the 
past several years. Because of the 
ease with which knowledge can be 
obtained as well as the rising level 
of awareness among students, an 
increasing number of individuals 
are enrolling in the undergraduate 
programs of the most prestigious 
colleges in the United States (Kabir, 
2022).

Bangladesh Cooperation to 
Strengthen Bangladesh-US 
Academic Relations

To this point, we have visualized 
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Fig. 4: Bangladeshi Students in the U.S. Growth. (Trines, 2022; U.S. Embassy Dhaka. 2021a; Open-
doorsdata, 2021) 
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the United States’ Embassy in 
Bangladesh use its Education-USA 
platform to organize a variety of 
academic programs over the course 
of the years. On the other hand, 
many universities in Bangladesh, 
particularly private universities, are 
also contributing to the academic 
relationship between the United 
States and Bangladesh. Several 
different private universities in 
Bangladesh, such as the Asian 
University of Bangladesh, the 
European University of Bangladesh, 
and the International Islamic 
University Chittagong, amongst 
others, have created academic 
partnerships with universities located 
in other countries in education to 
collaborate on educational and 
research endeavors.

These days, Bangladeshi universities 
like Bangladesh University of 
Engineering and Technology 
(BUET), North South University 
(NSU), BRAC, and Independent 
University, Bangladesh (IUB), United 
International University (UIU), among 
others, are gaining international 
recognition, and the student credits 
obtained from these universities are 
accepted in the majority of reputable 
universities in the United States 
of America, Canada, Australia, 
the United Kingdom, and other 
countries.The disclaimer is that the 
students should be aware that they 
are solely responsible for all the 
preparatory work required to apply, 
obtain a visa, and enroll in the 
university. They should not anticipate 
receiving any assistance from the 
Bangladeshi government or their 
university.

IGlobal University, which is owned 
by Bangladeshi Engr. Abubokor 
Hanip, is the first Bangladeshi-
owned school in the United States, 
started its operations in 2021 
and is based in the United States. 
Students from Bangladesh who 
are attending this university with 
the intention of earning either a 
bachelor’s or master’s degree are 
considered candidates for one of two 

scholarships that have been made 
available in the past. The scholarship 
will pay close to three quarters 
(75%) of the whole cost of the 
experience. Additionally, there is an 
additional scholarship fund that gives 
Bangladeshi students who attend 
this institution a total of $200,000 
in annual cash to go toward their 
education. (Dhaka Tribune, 2021).
Recently, the official name of IGlobal 
University has been changed to 
Washington University of Science 
and Technology (WUST).

Way Forward…

We have visualized the United 
States Embassy in Bangladesh 
use its Education-USA platform to 
organize several academic programs 
throughout the education of the 
years for Bangladeshi students 
to participate in so that they can 
gain experience studying across 
international borders. However, we 
have noticed very negligible affords 
from the Bangladesh side of the 
equation.

In Bangladesh, higher education 
under private arrangements 
began in 1992 with the passage 
of the Private University Act 1992. 
“Private University Act 1992 and Its 
Amendment 1998” was the name 
of the law when it was revised in 
1998. After some time, the “Private 
University Act 2010” was passed by 

the ninth parliament and released in 
an official gazette on July 18, 2010. 

The “Private University Act 2010” 
included a provision about CBHE 
at one point after the  Ministry of 
Education and UGC recognized its 
importance. For CHBE institutes, 
just clause 39(2) was added. The 
ministry created the regulations on 
April 26 of 2014 in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 39(2) 
of the Private University Act of 
2010(Nuruzzaman, 2021).

The authors believe that permitting 
private universities to deliver 
CBHE might usher in a new age 
of cross-border higher education 
between Bangladesh and the United 
States. Existing CBHE providers 
and future private entrepreneurs 
may be accommodated by a 
private university as a partnered/
independent CBHE institute. To 
accomplish this, the Bangladeshi 
government may need to update 
the CBHE regulations significantly. 
In addition, various opportunities, 
including as joint degrees, validated 

degrees, franchise programs, and 
exchange programs, should be made 
available to Bangladeshi students.

In addition to focusing on cross-
border higher education for students, 
we must also prioritize university 
faculty and administrative training 
and skill development programs. 
Faculty exchange programs would 

Fig. 5: Cross-Border Academic Programs for Bangladeshi Students Hosted by 
U.S. Embassy Bangladesh.
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create an avenue in that regard. 
Imagine a Bangladeshi university 
faculty member having the same 
knowledge as a faculty member 
at a top university in the United 
States. Such a faculty member might 
deliver a top-tier course experience 
in Bangladesh. At the same time, 
university management trained at 
a top university in the United States 
can imitate a comparable university 
experience and course material in 
Bangladesh. Some organizations in 
Bangladesh, such as The American 
Institute of Bangladesh Studies 
(AIBS), have received financing 
from U.S. universities in order to 
create programs. Included were 
the Extension Bangladesh Lecture 
Series, Research and Development 
Seminars, Undergraduate Research 
Fellowship Grant, and Faculty 
Support Funds.

AIBS joined the Council of American 
Overseas Research Centers (CAORC) 
in 1993 and has received funding 
from CAORC ever since to continue 
these initiatives. CAORC, founded 
in 1981, is a private non-profit 
federation of several independent 
overseas research centers that 
promotes advanced research in the 
humanities and social sciences, with 
an emphasis on the conservation and 
recording of cultural heritage and the 
understanding and interpretation of 
modern societies. CAORC promotes 
transnational research projects, 
stimulates collaborative research and 
programmatic and administrative 
coherence among member centers, 
and seeks to increase their resource 
and service capabilities. 

In 2010, AIBS inaugurated the 
Dhaka Center, which supports 
AIBS Fellows, provides monthly 
lectures, and houses a JSTOR access 
computer for academic study (AIBS, 
2010). This could be an excellent 
opportunity to provide training and 
research facilities to the faculty 
and administration of Bangladesh 
Universities.

Separately, we have seen that 

certain colleges/universities allow 
their students to transfer credits to 
US universities with which they are 
associated. Since these programs 

are primarily self-funded, however, 
very few students can afford this. 
For prospective students, universities 
should provide financial aid and 
scholarship opportunities. 

In the United States, there are 
a few academic Bangladeshis 
who are excelling in academics. 
Prof. Mostofa Sarwar, Ph.D., a 
Bangladeshi American, has been 
appointed as a commissioner for 
the New Orleans Regional Transit 
Authority. He is also a professor 
emeritus at the University of  New 
Orleans, former dean and vice-
chancellor of Delgado Community 
College, and member of the 
Regional Transit Authority of New 
Orleans’ governing board. On the 
other hand, IGlobal University, the 
first Bangladeshi-owned university 
in the United States, has begun its 
journey. We have high hopes that 
this special distinction would unlock 
further frontiers of opportunity for 
Bangladeshi universities, which will 
ultimately result in the expansion of 
academic ties between Bangladesh 
and the United States.

Finally, we believe that the 
government of Bangladesh and the 
UGC might play a significant role in 
this matter. For instance, the UGC 
could set up a cross-country PhD 
program for prospective university 
students and faculty members. 

Through this program, participants 
could finish their course works of 
their PhD program at prestigious 
universities in the United States, and 

then complete the research part 
(dissertation) of their PhD program at 
a university in Bangladesh. 

It is possible to establish a robust 
PhD program with that. Since we 
have demonstrated that online 
courses may be quite beneficial 
during the Covid-19 time, the 
UGC and private universities could 
establish a specific online program 
with institutions in the United 
States. There are an infinite number 
of ways in which the academic 
cross-border relationship between 
Bangladesh and the United States 
can be strengthened; however, to 
achieve this goal, the government 
of Bangladesh as well as powerful 
individuals and organizations need to 
demonstrate their novel approach.

The writer of this article Md. Mamun 
Habib is a Professor, School of 
Business and Entrepreneurship, 
Independent University, Bangladesh. 
He is a Visiting Scientist, University of 
Texas Arlington (UTA), USA

He can be reached at:   
mamunhabib@iub.edu.bd, 
mohammad.habib@uta.edu

The other writer of this article Ikram 
Hasan is a Scholar, Graduate School 
of Business, Universiti Tun Abdul Razak 
(UNIRAZAK), Malaysia

LOCATION: RENAISSANCE DHAKA GULSHAN HOTEL

U.S. UNIVERSITY FAIR
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2022

TIME: 2 PM - 7PM

Fig. 6: U.S. university fair in Bangladesh Hosted by the U.S. Embassy through the 
Education-USA Platform in Partnership with EdPrograms.
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His email address is: h.ikram217@
ur.unirazak.edu.my
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Peter D. Haas

Reflecting on 50 Years of Friendship 
Between the United States and 
Bangladesh: Looking Towards Another 
Remarkable 50 Years

As we celebrate the 50th 
anniversary year of friendship 
between the United States and 

Bangladesh, I want to reflect upon 
how far our partnership has come. 
I can only imagine the remarkable 
developments our partnership will 
see over the next 50 years.

The U.S.-Bangladesh partnership 
is as wide as it is deep. Since we 
first clasped our hands in friendship 
in 1972, the United States has 
partnered with the people of 
Bangladesh to provide rapid disaster 
response after cyclones, combat 
terrorism and human trafficking, 
tackle the climate crisis together, 
address the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and safeguard the rights of workers.

Bangladesh’s economic 
transformation over the past five 
decades has been astounding. 
It is the result of the Bangladeshi 
peoples’ innovation, drive, and 

resourcefulness.  From a primarily 
agrarian economy with a GDP 
of $9 billion on the eve of its 
independence, Bangladesh’s GDP 
has grown to $416 billion in 2021.  
Bangladesh has enjoyed steady 
annual GDP growth of over six 
percent for nearly two decades. 
These economic gains have had 
social impact.  In just the past 20 
years, the number of people living 
below the national poverty line in 
Bangladesh has been cut in half.  
That is roughly 40 million people 
who have risen out of poverty.

U.S. investment has supported 
Bangladesh’s development.  Over 
the past 50 years, U.S. development 
assistance to Bangladesh has totaled 
$8 billion.  Bangladesh’s impressive 
goals to graduate from least 
developed country status in 2026, 
reach upper middle-income status 
by 2031, and become a developed 
country by 2041 demonstrate that 
expanded trade and increased 
public and private investment will 
be the cornerstone of Bangladesh’s 
continued growth and development.

We partner on a wide range of 
issues.  Most recently, the United 
States and Bangladesh co-hosted 
a COVID-19 Group Action Plan 
(GAP) Ministerial, highlighting our 
joint pandemic response efforts.  The 
United States has donated more 
than 100 million COVID-19 vaccine 
doses to Bangladesh, making 
Bangladesh the largest recipient of 
U.S.- donated vaccines worldwide.  
Bangladesh has been an incredible 

steward of these vaccines, expertly 
transporting them to every corner of 
the country to safely and equitably 
vaccinate over 73 percent of the 
population, including Rohingya 
refugee communities.

We are also strong partners on 
climate.  The climate crisis is 
impacting all of us, but the most 
vulnerable people around the world 
are facing the most serious negative 
impacts of climate change.The 
United States is working hard to ramp 
up support for developing countries 
to respond to climate change and 
implement the Paris Agreement. We 
are also committed to working with 
partners to support their climate 
ambition and adaptation efforts.  
Through his President’s Emergency 
Plan for Adaptation and Resilience 
(PREPARE) initiative, President 
Biden has pledged to quadruple 
climate funding from the Obama 
Administration peak, delivering $11 
billion annually by 2024 in finance 
to support countries in their efforts 
to decarbonize their economies, 
advance climate-friendly land use 
practices, and enhance adaptation 
and resilience. I welcomed the 
news of Bangladesh signing onto 
the Global Methane Pledge (GMP), 
a coalition of over 120 countries 
who have committed to a collective 
goal of reducing global methane 
emissions 30 percent by 2030 – 
the single most effective strategy 
to limit warming in the near term.  
This demonstrates to the world that 
climate vulnerable countries are 
at the helm of reducing short-lived 
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climate pollutants.  The United States 
stands ready to support Bangladesh 
as it implements methane reduction 
actions.

I’ve said this before, and I’ll say 
it again:  Of all the areas of our 
bilateral cooperation, I am convinced 
that we can go farthest and fastest on 
economic issues.  Both our countries 
share a clear entrepreneurial drive.  
From plucky start-ups to established 
blue-chip firms, the United States 
and Bangladesh thrive because of 
our private sectors’ cutting-edge 
innovations.

The numbers speak for themselves.  
U.S. companies are the largest 
foreign investors in Bangladesh, 
making the United States the top 
source of Foreign Direct Investment 
(FDI) in 2021.  U.S. companies 
made $4.3 billion in investments as 
of 2021, accounting for one in every 
five dollars invested in Bangladesh 
from abroad since Bangladesh’s 
independence.  Two-way total trade 
in goods between the United States 
and Bangladesh totaled $10.65 
billion in 2021, making Bangladesh 
the United States’ 46th largest goods 
trading partner.

These commercial partnerships 
are more than a dollar-amount or 
a bottom-line – U.S.-Bangladesh 
economic partnerships connect 
people in both countries to the goods 
and services that they want to live 
their lives to the fullest.  Bangladesh’s 
rapidly expanding middle class marks 
an exciting opportunity for American 
firms wanting to enter and expand in 
this vibrant market.

Newly established trade and 
investment entities, including the 
new U.S. Department of Commerce 
Foreign Commercial Service office 

at the U.S. Embassy in Dhaka 
and the U.S.-Bangladesh Business 
Council demonstrate the United 
States’ commitment to expanding 
our bilateral trade and investment 
relationship.  U.S. firms will continue 
to be strong partners in Bangladesh’s 
economic development.  Partners 
like the American Chamber of 
Commerce in Bangladesh play a 
vital role in supporting U.S. business 
expansion in the region.  My team 
and I are ready to help Bangladesh 
advance an enabling environment 
for U.S. business interests and attract 

strong foreign investment.

Ultimately, a bilateral relationship 
is strongest when the relationship 
between two countries’ peoples 
is strong.  The United States 
and Bangladesh’s friendship is 
underpinned by our democratic 
systems, astounding economic 
and commercial relationship, and 
people-to-people ties through vibrant 
Bangladeshi diaspora communities 
across the United States and the 
myriad of U.S. and Bangladeshi 
business partnerships delivering 
high-quality American goods and 
services in Bangladesh. Both our 
countries recognize that democracy 
is a process, not an end state.  Both 

the United States and Bangladesh 
are striving to make our nations 
more inclusive and tolerant, and 
eradicate the scourges of racism, 
sexism, violence, and all forms 
of discrimination.  These kinds of 
changes are led by people, and 
it is the mandate of governments 
to respect the democratic and 
social aspirations of the people 
they govern.  The United States 
and the people of Bangladesh 
want the same things:  a vibrant, 
secure, and prosperous democracy, 
an accountable judicial system, 

and human rights for everyone.  
Bangladesh can count on our 
partnership for decades to come to 
accomplish these shared goals.

I am honored to represent the United 
States in Bangladesh at this pivotal 
moment of our bilateral relationship.  
I believe the next 50 years will have 
even more impressive and exciting 
opportunities for U.S.- Bangladesh 
cooperation, and I can’t wait to see 
where our partnership takes us.

..................................................

The writer of this article is the U.S. 
Ambassador to the People’s Republic 
of Bangladesh
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[As an integral part of the ongoing 
activity of AmCham Bangladesh, 
through these actions, we present 
the views of the AmCham members 
to the Government of Bangladesh, 
U.S.A and concerned stakeholders 
to come up with necessary solutions. 
The snapshots below cover highlights 
of AmCham activities during the 
timeline of this issue]

AmCham 129th Executive 
Committee Meeting 
(02.10.2022):

AmCham Executive Committee 
members met at the chamber board 
room to convene its 129th regular 
committee meeting. Since the 
AmCham signature event Annual 
US Trade Show was approaching 
near after a break since the 
pandemic, the subcommittee 

AmCham in Action

along with the US embassy team 
met frequently during this period 
and the ExCo met for its regular 
meeting which mainly focused on 

the successful implementation of 
the proposed activities along with 

regular issues running the chamber. 
The committee also discussed 
policy advocacy issues that would 
encourage bilateral trade between 
both the countries and supporting 
the ongoing business of its members 
in collaboration with US embassy, 
Dhaka promoting the core causes 
days ahead. 

28th US Trade Show (27th-
29th October 2022):

Md. Shahadat Hossen
Executive Director
AmCham Bangladesh

H.N. Ashikur Rahman
Secretary
AmCham Bangladesh
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The American Chamber of 
Commerce in Bangladesh 
(AmCham) recognizes and 
showcases the American business 
entity and their products in 
Bangladesh who have made 
significant contributions in various 
sectors of economy in a biennial 
event popularly known as the US 
Trade Show. The AmCham and 
The US Embassy Dhaka co-
sponsored the 28th US Trade Show 
in Bangladesh. Starting from the 
1992, this 3-day long exhibitions 
has emerged as Bangladesh’s 
pristine annual business event 
which usually draws thousands of 

visitors each edition. This year, on its 
twenty-eighth instance, the US Trade 
Show 2022 held at the Pan Pacific 

Sonargaon Hotel from October 27 
to 29, 2022.

Booth allocation raffle draw: 

The activities on surface of the 
Trade show began with a raffle 
draw for the Booth allocation 
among the participants on 20th 
October at The Pan Pacific 
Sonargaon Hotel, Dhaka. Mr. 
Joseph Giblin, Economic Unit 
Chief, U.S. Embassy Dhaka and 
Ms. Charlotte Volpe, from State 
Department and Convener of the 
Organizing Committee Mr. Mirza 
Shajib Raihan, Executive Director 

Md. Shahadat Hossen attended 
the booth allocation event. A Q/A 
session was conducted for the 
exhibitors for general query, then the 

representatives from 44 exhibitors 
selected their stalls after winning the 
draw.

Meet the Press: 

A Press conference took place with 
major  Electronic, Print and Online 
media to brief on the significance 
of the US Trade Show in bilateral 
trade. This year the Ambassador of 
the United States Embassy in Dhaka, 
H.E. Peter D. Haas, AmCham 
President, Mr. Syed Ershad Ahmed, 
Vice President, Mr. Syed Mohammad 
Kamal, Convener of the Organizing 
Committee Mr. Mirza Shajib 
Raihan, Executive Director Md. 
Shahadat Hossen attended the 
Press conference on 25th October 
at The Pan Pacific Sonargaon 
Hotel, Dhaka. AmCham President 
informed the Commerce Minister 
Mr. Tipu Munshi is scheduled to 
inaugurate the show as the chief 
guest where Arun Venkataraman, 
assistant secretary of commerce for 
global markets and director general 
of the US and Foreign Commercial 
Service, would remain present as the 
special guest.

Over 40 companies operating 
in Bangladesh’s energy, banking 
and financial services, food and 
beverage sectors will display the 
products and services of US brands. 
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Since the start of the Covid-19 
pandemic in 2020, this year’s US 

Trade Show is the first in-person 
trade show. The Ambassador 
said the annual U.S. Trade Show 
is an opportunity to recognize 
the contributions U.S. companies 
have made towards Bangladesh’s 
extraordinary economic growth. For 
the past 30 years, AmCham has 
been an incredible partner to the 
U.S. Embassy, playing a critical role 
in supporting the growth of the U.S.-
Bangladesh trade and investment 
relationship. They look forward to 
further collaborating in the future on 
the U.S. Trade Show, and more! U.S. 
companies are the largest foreign 
investors in Bangladesh, making 
the United States the top source of 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in 
2021. U.S. companies made $4.3 
billion in investments as of 2021 
accounting for 20 percent of the 
total FDI stock in Bangladesh. 

US Embassy Reception for the 
Tarde Show participants:

 In honor of the participants of 
the Tarde Show, the US embassy 
hosted a reception on 26th October 

evening at the residence of US 
Ambassador. All the exhibitors 
from home and abroad along with 
the members of AmCham and 
business leaders of the country, 

Salman Fazlur Rahman, M.P., Private 
Industry and Investment Adviser to 
the honorable Prime Minister joined 
the program. The Ambassador 
Peter D. Haas welcomed all the 
participants and invited guests at the 
reception preceding the Trade Show. 
He thanked all the participants 
and offered his gratitude to all the 
supporters and sponsors for their 
continued cooperation and active 
participation at the show.

Opening Ceremony: 

Mr. Tipu Munshi, Honorable 
commerce minister of Bangladesh, 
and Arun Venkataraman, assistant 
secretary of commerce for global 
markets and director-general of 
the US and Foreign Commercial 
Service, jointly inaugurated 

the three-day trade fair with 
the AmCham Presdeint, U.S. 
Ambassador along with AmCham 
ExCo and former Presidents at the 
Pan Pacific Sonargaon Dhaka. The 
minister invited the US companies 
to make investment in Bangladesh 
especially in energy, infrastructure, 
agro processing and tourism 
sectors. Tipu Munshi said that the 
US is the largest export destination 
for Bangladesh and bilateral trade 
between the two countries reached 
$10 billion. The US assistant 
secretary said that businesses of his 
country were now stand ready to 
help provide Bangladesh solutions 
for further growth and development 
and the help develop infrastructure. 
Specially, the US companies stand 
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U.S. Embassy 
Opens Commercial Service 
Office in Bangladesh: 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce for Global Markets 
and Director General of the U.S. 
and Foreign Commercial Service 
Arun Venkataraman and U.S. 
Ambassador Peter Haas announced 
the opening of a new Commercial 
Service office at the U.S. Embassy 
on October 27, 2022. Mr. Tipu 
Munshi, Honorable commerce 
minister of Bangladesh, AmCham 
President, Mr. Syed Ershad Ahmed 
was also present there as well.

Seminars:

 As an integral element of the trade 
show, it also included 5 seminars 
over three days (October 27, 28, 

ready to help provide Bangladesh 
solutions for the development of 
energy sector, he said.

AmCham president said that most 
of the renowned US companies 
participated in the trade show 
and AmCham was trying to build 
a positive image of the country 
by holding the show last 30 years 
here in Bangladesh. He said that 
the exhibition had been being 
organized annually since 1992, 
but it was on hold in 2021 due 
to the COVID-19 outbreak. US 
ambassador said there were 
room for the US companies to 
help Bangladesh to make the 
transition not only developing 
country but to middle-income 
country, eventually to a developed 
country by 2041. US businesses 
are playing an important role in 
energy, pharmaceuticals, digital 

economy, health care, education 
and agro processing industries in 
Bangladesh, the ambassador said 

(Further details of the 28th Tarde 
Show covered in another article : 
Page No -57)
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29). The interest from the business 
community and visitors in general 
was enormous. The throngs of 
participants say that how they were 
interested to do business and learn 
education in the U.S.A. 

“Logistics for Regional Connectivity” 
“Intellectual property rights and 

impact on cross border 
business”

“Education USA”
“Business/Investor visa”
“USAID Support for Private Sector 

Growth”

US Trade Show Dinner and 
Cultural Show: 

The trade show ended with a 
dinner sponsored by Bangla Trac 
Limited on the last day to greet 
the overseas guests of the show 
mainly participating companies. 
AmCham President Syed Ershad 
Ahmed welcomed the Honorable 
Foreign Minister M A Momen, 
Mayor of Dhaka North City 
Corporation Mr. Atiqul Islam, US 
Ambassador in Bangladesh Peter 
Haas at the dinner program. 

The US Trade Show 2022 is 
sponsored by Bangla Trac Ltd., 
Chevron Bangladesh, Coca-
Cola Bangladesh Ltd., Expeditors 
Bangladesh Ltd., Integrated Food 
& Beverage Pvt. Ltd. (Pepsi), L-R 
Global Bangladesh Asset Mgt. 
Co. Ltd, Mastercard and Standard 
Chartered Bank Ltd, US-Bangla 
Air. 

During the dinner, Coke Studio 
Bangla performed there and the 
musical night was enjoyed by 
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Foreign Minister on 1st November 
evening.

AmCham Monthly Luncheon 
“Food safety and export 
opportunity towards USA” 
(20.11.2022) : 

The American Chamber of 
Commerce in Bangladesh 
(AmCham) organized its monthly 
luncheon having the Hon’ble 
Minister for Agriculture Dr. 
Muhammad Abdur Razzaque, 
M.P., that took place in the Westin 
Hotel Dhaka on Wednesday, 20th  
November at 12.30 pm. The Guest 
of Honor, Hon’ble Minister spoke on 
“Food safety and export opportunity 
towards USA” while Mr. Syed Ershad 
Ahmed, The President – AmCham, 
presided the program.

AmCham President in his welcome 
remarks expressed his profound 

thanks and gratitude to the Guest 
of Honor Dr. Razzaque, the Minister 
for Agriculture and all other invited 
guest for attending the AmCham 
Lunchon invitation. At the outset 
President mentioned the sad demise 
of Mr. Mahbub Jamil who has been 
one of the architects of establishing 
AmCham in Bangladesh and 
requested all to observe a minute 
silence in honor of Mr. Jamil. In 
his welcome remarks AmCham 
President shared his concern about 
Bangladesh’s food safety, hygiene 
and administration are yet to reach 
the mark due to various factors, 

everyone. On the occasion of this 
year US Trade Show Bangladesh’s 
President, Prime Minister, Foreign 
Minister, Commerce Minister, 
Industries Minister, State Minister, 
and the US Ambassador in 
Bangladesh sent messages and 
wishes.

Edward M. Kennedy, Jr. and 
family visit to Bangladesh 
(29.10. 22 to 05.11.2022) : 

To mark a milestone in the yearlong 
celebration of the 50th anniversary 
of U.S.-Bangladesh relations, Mr. 
Kennedy Jr., the son of late U.S. 
Senator Edward M. Kennedy and 
nephew of late U.S. President John 
F. Kennedy who along with his family 
stayed the week in Bangladesh. 
During their tour, the Kennedy family 
visited various cultural attractions 
and meet with Bangladeshi 

government officials, including the 
Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina and Foreign Minister AK 
Abdul Momen and civil society 
representatives. AmCham President 
was invited at a dinner in honor 
of Kennedy family members that 

took place at the foreign Service 
Academy hosted by the honorable 
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market access and participation in the 
international trading system, but also 
improve access to safe food for local 
consumers.

While we are celebrating 50th 
anniversary of Bangladesh, we 
have made tremendous Economic 
development during this period where 
our export basket specially RMG 
played the vital role beyond any 
question. However, it is very important 
to determine which other sectors 
outside RMG can be exploited to 
harness this potential and diversify to 
sustain the momentum going forward. 
Another matter of concern is the 
overdependence of the whole textile 
industry on imported raw materials. 
“Agriculture should be given extra 
benefits for attracting both domestic 
and foreign investment”, he added.

including the general lack of 
resources, technical capabilities and 
coordination among the multiple 
agencies involved.

He said - “An efficient food safety 
surveillance and control system in 
the country is needed to address 
the food safety risks arising through 
domestic, import, and export channels. 
Owing to high population density and 
underdeveloped infrastructure, the 
incidence of foodborne diseases and 
other food safety risks is quite high 
in Bangladesh. This problem persists 
throughout the food chain due to 
food adulteration, pesticide residues, 
and  microbiological contamination, 
among other challenges. However, in 
recent years, Bangladesh has taken 
great strides to improve its regulatory 
systems for food safety to improve 

Hon’ble Minister said Bangladesh has 
made significant progress in attaining 
food safety and security in recent 
years, better than many of its Asian 
counterparts. Moreover, the annual 
sale of processed food in Bangladesh 
reached $2.5 billion in 2019 and 
was growing at an average of 8 per 
cent per year, he said. As the drive for 
economy and export diversification 
intensifies in Bangladesh, agriculture is 
likely to undergo a transformation as 
the fourth industrial revolution-focused 
technologies such as robotics, remote 
sensing, big data analytics, blockchain 
and global positioning system are 
embraced, he added. AmCham 
President Syed Ershad Ahmed said it 
was a matter of grave concern that 
Bangladesh’s food safety hygiene and 
administration were yet to be of an 
international standard.

Ms. Megan Francic, agricultural 
attaché at the US embassy in Dhaka, 
also spoke at the event.  A good 
number of AmCham members 
including the Executive Committee 
Members, former presidents, foreign 
dignitaries, government bodies’ 
representatives, business leaders, 
civil society members, media 
representatives and other distinguished 
guests attended the event. Mr. Syed 
Mohammad Kamal, Vice President 
– AmCham & Country Manager, 
Mastercard – Bangladesh offered the 
vote of thanks.
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UN Global Compact Network 
Bangladesh Sustainability Day 
2022 (23.11.2022) : 

AmCham, Bangladesh President, 
Syed Ershad Ahmed attended the  
event observing the Day organised 
by the UN Global Compact Network 
Bangladesh and Brac Bank. The 
converging crises of climate change, 
a deadly global pandemic, the war 
in Ukraine, worsening social and 
economic inequality, and unchecked 
corruption, have set the world off 
track to achieve the SDGs by 2030, 
said  the stakeholders. 

AmCham president said, “Not a 
single economy is immune to this 
stagflation. So, the public and 
private sectors need to develop an 
agenda, an innovative approach, 
and white paper guidance 
on protecting and enhancing 
sustainability and inclusiveness in an 
environment of more frequent crises 
and disruptions.” He also made a 
point, “we see leaders worldwide 
abuzz with COP27, Net-Zero 
Carbon Emission, Going Green, 
Climate Change, and Mitigation. 
But the harsh truth is that we are 
in a moral and ethical dilemma as 
a business, we feel trapped as we 
know we cannot satisfy both sides 
within a short turn-around time and 
an equally strict regulatory policy 
framework that has newly emerged 
from the volatility of the global flux.”

State Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Shahriar Alam as chief guest spoke 

while Netherlands Ambassador 
Anne van Leeuwen, Norwegian 
Ambassador Espen Rikter-Svendsen, 
Corinne Henchoz Pignani, First 
Secretary and Deputy Head 
of Cooperation, Embassy of 
Switzerland in Bangladesh spoke 
as special guest in the inaugural 
ceremony where former Ambassador 
Farooq Sobhan chaired the session.

AmCham meets Economic 
Unit Chief in South and 
Central Affairs’ Office of State 
Department (04.12.2022): 

Ms. Ania Canavan, based in 
Washington D.C is the Economic 
Unit Chief in South and Central 
Affairs’ Office of Nepal, Sri 
Lanka, Bangladesh, Bhutan and 
Maldives Affairs (SCA/NSBBM). 

During assignments in Washington, 
Ania was responsible for South 

and Central Asian Affairs in the 
Economic Bureaus’ Office of 
Monetary Affairs and was the Egypt 
desk officer during a one-year detail 
at the U.S. Treasury Department.

Since her joining the first ever visit 
to Bangladesh, he had met with 
AmCham leadership to discuss 
various business and economic 
issues and opportunities that 
cover the full range of economic 
bilateral issues, including the 
macroeconomy, trade, labor, 
environment, science, technology, 
and health and scopes for mutual 
cooperation. Both the leadership 
teams shared their concerns and 
exchanged ideas with regard to 
changes required best support their 
business in Bangladesh maintaining 
competitive advantages. Ms. Ania 
was presented with AmCham 
Research Report and other 
publications to develop USA-BD 
Trade & Investment incentives and 
help her understand the priorities 
going forward.

AmCham 130th Executive 
Committee Meeting 
(12.12.2022):

AmCham Executive Committee 
members met at the chamber board 

room to convene its 130th regular 
committee meeting. The committee 
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AmCham new members Meet 
& Greet (21.12.2022) : 

As a part of the initiative to improve 
member service and exchange 
of ideas how AmCham can be 
of assistance, we recently invited 
few of our members who acquired 
membership during this pandemic 
for an introductory meeting at 
Chamber office to hear from 
them about their ideas and issues 
for advocacy, Policy support and 
networking scopes with concerned 
stakeholders from both public and 
private sectors.

reviewed its audited accounts for 
the year ending June 30th 2022 
and the ancillary preparations for 
its 26th AGM scheduled to take 
place in the beginning of 2023. 
Since the Russia-Ukraine crisis hit 
us all hard causing global supply 
chain crisis for energy, food supply, 
inflation and a more fluid exchange 
rate affecting AmCham member 
business in both ways in term of 
export and import, the Executive 
Committee discussed priorities of 
chamber in the forthcoming year 
considering the circumstances. 

The meeting took place at the 
Chamber for newly enrolled 
members presided over by AmCham 
President Mr. Syed Ershad Ahmed, 
Membership & Member Services 
subcommittee convenor Mr. Mirza 
Shajib Raihan, AmCham directorate 
officials participated by  new 
entrants of AmCham. As always 
we are committed to address and 
adjust our ongoing member services 
to provide a platform for new and 
existing members and stakeholders 
a networking environment that 
attract people from a rich variety of 
national and business backgrounds 
taking further membership services.
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Relations with the United States 
are important for any country of 
the world and Bangladesh is no 

exception. Politically, economically 
and militarily the USA is the most 
important and powerful country in 
the world and Bangladesh has vital 
interests in maintaining an effective 
and close working relation with that 
country. The USA is the most important 
destination of Bangladesh exports and 
the apparel industry of Bangladesh 
thrives on this market. In 2021, total 
export of Bangladesh to the USA 
stood at US$ 8.3 billion, much of 
it readymade garments. During the 
pandemic, Bangladesh received 61 
million doses of COVID vaccines from 
the USA as donation, by far the largest 
amount donated to any country. There 
is a sizeable Bangladesh community 
in the US. While they are contributing 
to the society and economy of the 
US, remittance sent by them (second 
highest after that from Saudi Arabia) is 
important in the social and economic 
development of Bangladesh. In the 
last 50 years, US aid and assistance, 
although often disbursed through 
multilateral channels, has played 

Fifty Years of Bangladesh 
USA Relations

Md Touhid Hossain

an important role in the economic 
development in Bangladesh.

Bangladesh US relations did not 
start on a happy note. The war 
of liberation of Bangladesh took 
place at the height of Cold War 
and strategic considerations took 
precedence over principles in taking 
sides. Awami League led by Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman won the first ever 
free and fair elections held in united 
Pakistan in 1970. As a‘champion of 
democracy’, the United States should 
have taken the side of Bangladesh 
when the Pakistan military regime 
refused to hand over power to the 
elected representatives and instead 
started a genocide in East Pakistan. 
However, Pakistan was then playing 
the role of a mediator in bringing 
China to the side of the US in the 
Cold War divide vis-à-vis the Soviet 
Union, and the Nixon administration 
and its National Security Adviser 
Henry Kissinger decided to take 
the side of the genocidal Pakistan 
regime all through the liberation 
war. The overture to China by the US 
has however, proved to be largely 
unnecessary and in the long run 
harmful for the US. The US China 
détente had barely any impact on the 
cold war and the Soviet Union in any 
case imploded in next 20 years. On 
the other hand, in exchange of this, 
China extracted tremendous political 
and economic advantages from the 
US, first and foremost of which was 
the People’s Republic’s entry into the 
UN as a permanent Member of the 
Security Council with veto power in 
place of Taiwan. Dr Rashidul Ahsan 
Chowdhury’s observations are 
pertinent in this context. He said:

‘Certainly Kissinger and Nixon 
themselves have made much of that 

factor in explaining and defending 
what they did. But that emphasis 
is at least partly a self-serving 
rationalization for their support 
of Pakistan. Even if the Pakistani 
channel to Beijing was preferable, 
there was another, through Rumania 
that might have worked equally 
well given the obvious desire of 
Chinese leaders to open contact 
with the United States. Furthermore, 
even after the China opening 
was accomplished and Pakistan 
was no longer needed as an 
intermediary, Nixon administration’s 
support for the military regime in 
Pakistan continued unabated. The 
China factor thus seems a good 
retrospective rationalization for 
failed and unpopular policy than 
the real explanation for adherence 
to that policy’. (Dr Rashid ul Ahsan 
Chowdhury, The US Foreign Policy in 
South Asia: East Pakistan Crisis and 
the Indo-Pak War of 1971, (page 
296) Hakkani Publishers, Dhaka, 
2008)

US largess to China has in the last 
50 years made the latter the largest 
economy (in PPP terms) in the world 
and the most formidable rival of the 
US in the world’s strategic stage.

In spite of the adverse position of the 
administration, however, the cause of 
Bangladesh independence received 
wide popular support in the US. A 
section of politicians was also vocal 
against the genocide perpetrated 
by Pakistan. The relation between 
the two countries normalized after 
the successful conclusion of the 
war of liberation and emergence 
of Bangladesh as an independent 
country. The USA recognized 
Bangladesh on 04 April 1972. 
Diplomatic missions were opened 
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in both capitals next month. The 
first US Ambassador to Bangladesh 
Davis Eugene Boster was however, 
appointed much later, in February 
1974. The maximum amount of 
assistance for reconstruction of the 
war ravaged Bangladesh came from 
the USA. However, because of an 
ill-advised trade deal with Cuba, 
which was under US embargo, the 
US administration was unhappy. This 
resulted in withdrawal of PL 480 
food aid in 1974, and this further 
aggravated the famine in Bangladesh 
in that year.

During the initial years after 
independence, like many other 
Non-Aligned countries, Bangladesh 
resided in the periphery of the Soviet 
sphere of influence in the cold war 
divide. This underwent a change 
following the coup of August 1975 
that toppled and killed Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman. The short lived 
government from the same party 
led by Khondoker Mustaque Ahmed 
reversed the position and there was 
a definitive turn towards the US axis. 
Subsequent governments followed 
the same, and the maintenance of 
cordial relations with the USA has 
remained a hallmark of Bangladesh 
Foreign Policy, ever since. 

We must however, remember that 
relation with Bangladesh has always 
had a modest priority in US foreign 
policy. Apart from a very short visit 
of a few hours by President Clinton 
in 2000, no US President has visited 
Bangladesh. No Bangladesh Head of 
State or Government has ever been 
invited by White House for bilateral 
official visits. Except in recent times, 
many decision makers in the US 
often viewed Bangladesh through 
the prism of India. Inspite of the 
substantive size of the diaspora, the 
Bangladesh community has taken 
more interest in Bangladesh politics 
rather than trying to gain important 
positions in the political system of 
the US. The Bangladesh lobby is 
very weak, almost non-existent.  
However, all successive Bangladesh 
governments have attached high 

priority to relations with the US, 
which have largely been smooth but 
uneventful. 

The US State department publishes 
regular country reports on four issues 
and these reports somewhat reflect 
the state of relations between the two 
countries. These are: 

1. Country Report on Human Rights 
Practices

2. Country Report on Terrorism

3. International Religious Freedom 
Report

4. Trafficking in persons Report 

Let us look at the latest reports on 
Bangladesh on these four issues to 
get a grasp of the relations between 
the two countries.

Report on Human Rights 
Practices

In this report usually the negative 
developments come up. The 2020 
report started with reference to the 
2018 elections. Mentioning about 
the consecutive third victory of Sheikh 
Hasina and Awami League, it stated 
that observers did not consider this 
election free and fair. Irregularities, 
ballot box stuffing, threatening the 
voters virtually anulled the election 
process. Among important issues on 
human rights, the report mentioned, 
extra judicial killings by government 
and its agents, arbitrary arrests, 
interference in individual’s privacy, 
violence and arrest of journalists and 
human rights activists, restrictions 
on peaceful gatherings, freedom of 
movement, political participation 
and trade unions etc and widespread 
presence of child labour. It lists 196 
extra judicial killing between January 
and July of 2020.

The report detailed multiple 
restrictions on freedom of expression 
and freedom of press. It criticized 
the Digital Security Act and arrest 
and harassment of persons under 
the Act. The report also goes into 

details about corruption and lack 
of transparency in government, 
mentioning that instead of taking 
action against corruption the 
government rather tries to conceal 
acts of corruption.

Country Report on Terrorism

the 2019 country report on terrorism  
mentions that terrorist activities 
have registered slight increase in 
Bangladesh. The anti terrorism 
special tribunal has sentenced 
seven people to death for being 
accomplices to the Holey Artisan 
terrorist attack that killed 20 people 
including an American. However, 
because of limitations of the justice 
system, terrorism related trials have 
a gridlock of about 10 years and the 
rate of conviction is low. Bangladesh 
Government is committed to not 
allowing its territory to be used as 
a base for terrorism. Bangladesh 
is cooperating with the US in 
establishing better control on the 
border and all access points. The 
international community’s concern 
however, remained about the security 
arrangements at the Shahjalal 
International Airport.

On the whole, although there are 
some limitations mentioned in the 
country report, by and large the 
evaluation of  Bangladesh in it is 
positive. In this one respect there is 
also no US pressure on Bangladesh 
government.

International Religious 
Freedom Report

Compared to that the 2019 religious 
freedom report is not that positive. 
It starts by saying that inspite of 
declaring Islam as the state religion, 
secularism has been accepted as 
the principle. Government is also 
monitoring if the Imams in the 
mosques are giving provocative 
statements. However, there are 
allegations of forcible eviction of 
Hindus, Buddhists and Christians 
and occupation of their lands. 
Hindu temples and idols have been 
destroyed. Bloggers have been 
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attacked and killed for contempt of 
Islam. There was no progress in trial 
of attack on Hindus in Brahmanbaria 
in 2016 and attack on Santal 
Christians by law enforcement 
agencies. Towards the end of the 
report mention has been made of the 
contact with and support to religious 
and social organizations by the 
US embassy in upholding religious 
freedom and communal harmony.

Trafficking in persons Report 

In the trafficking in Persons report 
of the US State Department, 
Bangladesh has been advanced 
to the second tier after three years 
from second tier watch list in view 
of taking some important steps in 
stopping trafficking. Such steps 
include setting up tribunals to try 
traffickers, trial and punishment of 
some traffickers and becoming party 
to UN Trafficking in Persons Protocol 
of 2000. The report also lists a 
number of important actions that 
the government has not taken, and 
made a number of recommendations 
to improve the situation. These 
include taking judicial action against 
labour traffickers and officials 
aiding them, stopping realization 
of exorbitant fees from workers 
being sent abroad, improving 
quality of support to traffic victims, 
and involving NGOs etc. Concern 
was expressed about connivance 
of government officials, corruption 
among police, district officials and 
politicians, and impunity for criminals 
involved in trafficking.

Compared to the other 3 reports, the 
report on trafficking in Persons has 
a more serious aspect. If a country 
is downgraded to tier 3, in such 
situation that country cannot be given 
any assistance form the US except 
humanitarian aid.

Issues with the United States

There are also a number of issues 
that added contents to the bilateral 
relations between the USA and 
Bangladesh. Among them are:

Defence Co-operation: SOFA, 
ACSA, GSMIA

Bangladesh and the USA could 
not agree on a Status of Forces 
Agreement(SOFA). The two countries 
came close to an agreement during 
the Caretaker Government of 
2007-08. However, Bangladesh 
finally retreated from signing. The 
main issue of contention was that 
under SOFA US military personnel 
could enter Bangladesh anytime 
with weapons without immigration 
formalities. Since the difference 
on this could not be resolved, the 
agreement could not be signed.

The USA wants long term security 
cooperation with Bangladesh and 
to that end has proposed two 
agreements in 2019. The first is 
Acquisition and Cross Servicing 
Agreement (ACSA) that would 
allow mutual provision of food, 
fuel, transportation, ammunition 
and equipment to each others 
military. The other, General Security 
of Military Information Agreement 
(GSMIA), concerns confidentiality of 
military information passed to each 
other. This is important for the US as 
also the manufacturing companies 
of high technology weapons 
and equipment. Bangladesh is 
proceeding with caution and no 
final decision has yet been taken. 
Bangladesh is trying to reduce 
its overwhelming dependence 
on Chinese military equipment. 
Bangladesh is considering 
procurement of the some from US 
suppliers and signing this agreement 
may become necessary to do that. 
There is, however, ongoing military 
cooperation with the US since long. 
Good number of military officers has 
been trained in the US and there is 
exchange of information regarding 
anti-terrorism activities.

Generalized System of 
Preference (GSP)

Under the GSP system export 
items from Least Developed and 
Developing Countries get duty 
free or reduced duty entry into 

developed countries. USA and 
other countries which extend these 
facilities also monitor labour rights 
and working environment issues. 
Any transgression would be reported 
and pressure and conditions applied 
for remedial measures. Bangladesh 
at different times has been under 
such pressure. Following the Rana 
Plaza tragedy of 2013, where 1135 
workers lost their lives and more than 
2500 were injured, the USA withdrew 
GSP benefits for Bangladesh and put 
16 conditions for their reinstatement. 
Following this, factory owners and 
major western importers came to 
two agreements named ACCORD 
and ALLIANCE. The US conditions 
were met but the GSP benefits have 
not been reinstated. The GSP project 
came to an end in December 2020. 
The US has assured that the case of 
Bangladesh will be considered as 
and when the scheme is revived.

Trade and Investment 
Cooperation Forum 
Agreement (TICFA)

The TICFA was signed between 
Bangladesh and the US in 2013. 
Under this agreement a forum was 
set up with representatives from both 
sides to deliberate on facilitating 
bilateral trade and investment 
between the two countries. In the first 
meeting the two sides agreed to work 
together to remove impediments 
to growth of trade and investment. 
Some other issues, such as 
protection of intellectual properties, 
environmental issues, labour rights 
etc were also discussed. The second 
biennial meeting of TICFA was held 
in Dhaka in 2015. The last and fifth 
meeting was held in March 2020. 
The main issue of discussion from 
the US side during this meeting was 
intellectual property.

The Indo Pacific Strategy 

Finally, the issue about which the US 
administration is actively engaged 
is the Indo Pacific Strategy (IPS).
While the Atlantic and Pacific 
oceans had been the hallmark of 
US strategic thinking since WWII, 
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the emergence of the Indian 
Ocean as an important theatre of 
global rivalry is a relatively recent 
phenomenon brought in by the rise 
of China. Although not articulated 
in so many words, the IPS has been 
devised by the US and its allies to 
counter China in the Indo Pacific 
region. The US has invited regional 
countries including Bangladesh 
to join the initiative. To persuade 
Bangladesh, Stephen Biegun, US 
Deputy Secretary of State came on a 
three day visit to Bangladesh on 14 
October 2020. The visit took place 
at a time of heightened Indo-China 
tension following bloody conflict 
at their disputed border. Although 
Bangladesh officials said that IPS was 
not discussed, Mr Biegun confirmed 
in his press conference that he 
had discussed the issue and the 
US wanted Bangladesh to be party 
to it. IPS, he said, had economic 
components in addition to security 
issues, claiming it was not targeted 
against any particular country. 

Quickly following on the Biegun 
visit, the US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo came on a whirlwind tour 
of South and South East Asia. On 
27 October 2020 India and USA 
signed a number of agreements 
including the Basic Exchange and 
Co-operation Agreement regarding 
defence cooperation. This further 
advanced the QUAD and Indo 
Pacific Strategy in containing China. 

He came on a short visit to Dhaka 
from India.

Bangladesh’ decision regarding 
IPS has to be calibrated in order to 
be balanced in her posture vis-a-
vis India and China. Bangladesh 
has deep economic relations with 
China. China is a major source of 
development project finance and 
there is apparently no alternative for 
that. As such it would not be prudent 
for Bangladesh to join a visibly 
anti-China construct. It would also 
mean taking a side in the India-
China conflict which Bangladesh 
has meticulously avoided so far. 
Bangladesh decision regarding not 
joining the IPS for now has therefore 
been logical.

The Rohingya crisis

As of now, the greatest foreign policy 
concern of Bangladesh is the return 
of a million plus Rohingya refugees 
lodged in camps in Bangladesh 
for the last five years, back to their 
home in Myanmar. On this vital 
issue, Bangladesh has received no 
support from her ‘trusted friends’ 
India and China. While India has 
the geopolitical reasons behind not 
displeasing the Myanmar regime, 
China has, in addition to geopolitics, 
vital geoeconomic reasons. The 
west’s response has also been 
lukewarm in considertion of the 
economic possibilities in the resource 

rich country. Although it has not 
been adequately forceful, the US is 
among the few countries that have 
been supportive of the Rohingya 
cause and Bangladesh will have to 
diligently follow up with the US and 
Europe to finally resolve the issue.

To sum up, Bangladesh has intensive 
and useful relations with the United 
states and the importance will 
continue to grow in view of the 
regional geopolitical, economic and 
security situations. The relations will 
also become delicate in view of the 
US-China and India-China rivalry 
and Bangladesh will have to tread 
her path carefully. An important event 
that is coming up in Bangladesh 
is the next general election in 
about a year’s time. Although an 
internal matter of Bangladesh, the 
US and Europe have taken keen 
interest in seeing a credible, fair 
and transparent election where 
people would be able to vote and 
choose their representatives without 
hindrance. Another exercise like 
2014 o r 2018 will likely have 
negative impacts on the relations 
between Bangladesh and the USA.

......................................................

The writer of this article is a former 
Foreign Secretary of the ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in Bangladesh.
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In International Relations, two things 
are almost self-evident about bilateral 
affairs - that the relations between 

any two countries are not unilinear, 
and that under no circumstances is the 
relationship between the two countries 
determined by bilateral issues only. 
Experts of International Relations also 
remind us of a statement of British 
Prime Minister (1850-1860) Henry 
John Temple. Temple said, “We have 
no eternal allies, and we have no 
perpetual enemies. Our interests are 
eternal and perpetual.” These general 
principles of international relations 
apply equally to Bangladesh-US 
relations. 

The multidimensionality of 
relationships

In the last 50 years, Bangladesh-
US relations have gone through 
ebbs and flow. The progression 
has not been in a unilinear 
manner.  However, considering this 
trajectory in broad strokes, it is safe 

Ali Riaz

Fifty years of Bangladesh-
US Relations: Pathways and 
Trajectories

to say that these two countries have 
come closer. During the Bangladesh 
Liberation War in 1971, the U.S. 
administration took a stand against 
it, but soon after the emergence of 
independent Bangladesh, the United 
States joined the United Nations 
Relief Program in Dhaka (UNROD) 
as a major donor, quickly recognized 
Bangladesh and demonstrated 
interest in improving relations with 
Bangladesh. Most of the aid that 
Bangladesh received in 1973 came 
from the United States and this trend 
continued until 2000. But since 
immediately after their independence 
Bangladesh’s foreign policy was 
oriented towards the then Soviet 
Union. The United States wasn’t 
hesitant to express its discomfort and 
occasionally exert pressure.

One of the objectives of the US 
aid, grants and other assistance 
to Bangladesh was to contain the 
Soviet Union’s influence. The US 
didn’t want Bangladesh to become 
solely dependent on the Soviet 
Union (USSR) for support, especially 
bearing in mind that the USSR was 
one of the key allies of Bangladesh 
during the war. Humanitarian 
considerations notwithstanding, 
strategic considerations shaped 
the US policy towards Bangladesh. 
However, this crucial assistance 
didn’t create a close bond; unease 
prevailed until the August 1975 
coup d’etat which removed Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman from power. Brutal 
assassinations of Mujib, his close 
confidants, and members of his 
family (except two of her daughters 
who were abroad at that time) mark 

the changes in political landscape. 
After the coup, Bangladesh’s foreign 
policy became Westward-looking. 

Since then, Bangladesh’s domestic 
politics experienced several changes. 
However, the Westward foreign policy 
has continued under multiple military 
rules, and several elected civilian 
regimes. Yet at times, differences 
between these two countries 
surfaced. For example, in 1974, the 
United States decided to suspend 
food aid under PL-480 over the sale 
of jute products to Cuba. Due to the 
flood situation in Bangladesh and 
the government’s distribution policy, 
the famine ensued. Suspension of 
food aid was prompted by a policy 
which was not targeted towards 
Bangladesh, but the decision was 
inappropriate. In the long run, it has 
been detrimental to the image of the 
United States.  

The last two decades have seen 
differences despite the closeness 
of the relationship. Few examples 
are worth mentioning - despite the 
US request, Bangladesh declined 
to send troops to the Iraq War, 
the US criticized the removal of 
Professor Yunus from the post of 
head of Grameen Bank in 2011, 
the US expressed dismay about 
the execution of those convicted 
as war criminals in 2013, and the 
Bangladesh government’s decision 
to ignore US efforts to ensure a 
participatory election in 2014. On 
the other hand, Bangladesh has 
expressed dissatisfaction with the 
cancellation of GSP benefits in 
2013. Sheikh Hasina, the current 
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head of Bangladesh’s government, 
has repeatedly alleged that the US 
was behind her defeat in the 2001 
elections.

In Bangladesh, there is widespread 
belief that the CIA was linked to the 
August 15, 1975 coup. There are 
disagreements among researchers on 
this issue, but absence of definitive 
documents, testimonies, and 
evidence has kept the debate alive. 
Some point to the post-coup warmer 
relationship between these countries 
as evidence of US involvement. 
Additionally, M Rashed Chowdhury, 
who was convicted in a Bangladeshi 
court for the assassination of Sheikh 
Mujib, is currently living in the 
United States with political asylum. 
The Bangladesh Awami League 
government has always expressed 
ire over the issue and urged the US 
government to send him back to 
Bangladesh. 

Recently, the relationship has become 
somewhat tense, although neither 
party explicitly acknowledges it. The 
US decision not to invite Bangladesh 
to the Democracy Summit in 
December 2021 and the imposition 
of sanctions on Bangladesh’s elite 

police force Rapid Action Battalion 
(RAB) and seven current and former 
officials of the RAB for serious human 
rights violations is the immediate 
cause of the strained relationship. 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina not 
only questioned the rationale for 
the sanctions but also the measure 
as an ‘abominable move.’ The 
Government of Bangladesh is 
reluctant to reform the government, 
a condition the US has insisted as a 
requirement to lift the ban.

In Bangladesh, there is a perception 
that the United States seeks to 
exert unwanted influence in the 
country’s domestic politics, and 
that it began after the 1990s. But, 
in fact, US lawmakers have been 
closely observing Bangladeshi 
domestic politics since 1971. It is 
well known that in 1971 while the 
Nixon administration was supporting 
Pakistan, US lawmakers such as 
Edward Kennedy, were vocal in favor 
of the independence movement. 
Although immediately after the 
independence, Bangladesh received 
very little attention in Washington 
D.C. and the US government 
continued to provide unequivocal 
support to the regimes of General 

Ziaur Rahman (1975-1980) and 
General H. M Ershad (1982-1990), 
and concerns about democracy 
in Bangladesh were expressed by 
US lawmakers. In 1988, at the 
request of the opposition parties 
in Bangladesh, especially the 
Bangladesh Awami League and 
the Bangladesh Nationalist Party 
(BNP), a Democratic lawmaker from 
New York and a staunch supporter 
of human rights around the world, 
Stephen Solarz proposed to add an 
amendment to the Foreign Aid Act 
in the House of Representatives in 
1988. The resolution mentioned five 
specific steps regarding democracy 
in Bangladesh and said that the 
President should take these into 
consideration while providing aid 
to Bangladesh. These conditions 
included credible elections, freedom 
of expression and independence of 
the judiciary. A congressional hearing 
was held on 14 April 1988.

It can be said that since then, at 
different times, US lawmakers have 
been expressing interest in the 
domestic politics of Bangladesh. 
There have been congressional 
hearings on several occasions, 
and lawmakers have urged the 
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executive branch to act. After 1990, 
the U.S. Department of State and 
the US envoys to Bangladesh have 
commented on the democratic 
process in Bangladesh and have 
acted in conjunction with other 
development partners of Bangladesh. 
These comments and actions have 
upset one group or the other, and 
there has been criticism of such 
statements.

Development of economic 
relations 

Despite the differences on political 
issues, the relations between the two 
countries have not only continued, 
but flourished, especially in the 
economic sector. Until the early 
1990s, when Bangladesh was 
dependent on external aid for its 
development and revenue budgets, 
the United States played a major 
role as Bangladesh’s development 
partner. As Bangladesh’s economic 
structure transformed, the role of 
the US changed too. It can be easily 
discernible from the overall nature 
and scope of the development 
cooperation between Bangladesh 
and its development partners. 
During the 1970s-1980s, 42% of 
development assistance received 
by Bangladesh was commodity aid, 
32% food aid, and 26% project aid.

In 1981-1990, project aid was 51%, 
commodity aid was 31% and food 
aid was 17%. In 1991-2000, 70% 
were project aid, 20% commodity 
aid, and 10% food aid. This change 
is also reflected in the case of US 
assistance to Bangladesh. It may be 
recalled that in the first three decades 
(1971-2000) of Bangladesh, the 
United States provided the largest 
amount of bilateral aid. The amount 
declined between 2001 and 2019 
when Japan and Britain provided 
more aid. Bangladesh’s economic 
growth, change in the sectors where 
Bangladesh needed cooperation 
and above all, Bangladesh’s shift 
to secure loans from multilateral 
agencies such as the World Bank, 
European Union’s institutions, 
Asian Development Bank, Japanese 

International Development 
Association (JAICA). In 2009-10, 
85% of Bangladesh’s development 
assistance came from the multilateral 
bodies and the United Nations. 
Consequently, investment and trade 
has taken precedence in the US 
relationship with Bangladesh. In 
1980, the United States provided the 
Generalized System of Preference 
(GSP), which allows duty-free entry 
of Bangladeshi goods to the United 
States, to Bangladesh. Trade between 
the two countries has more than 
doubled in the last decade. In 2010, 
the total trade was $ 4.89 billion, 
in 2015 it stood at $ 6.84 billion; 
in 2019 the trade between the two 
countries was $ 9 billion. In 2021, 
the volume of this trade exceeded 
$ 10.6 billion. In 2021, the United 
States became the largest importer of 
Bangladesh Products, amounting to 
8.30 billion dollars. 

U.S. companies have become 
the largest foreign investors in 
Bangladesh; until 2021 U.S. 
companies invested a total of $4.3 
billion, which is 20% Bangladesh’s 
total Foreign Direct Investments (FDI).  
The investment was $14.39 million 
until 1996, $30.85 million until 2001; 
$56.95 million in 2010; $497 million 
in 2019. These numbers show the 
pace of the growth of U.S. investment. 
Bangladesh’s largest export product 
is readymade garments (RMG), while 
the United States is the single largest 
export destination for readymade 
garments. 

Security and Strategic 
Cooperation

Security and strategic cooperation 
between these two countries in large 
measures started in the 1980s. 
Subsequently, this cooperation has 
increased further.  This cooperation 
grew significantly after 2001. The 
post-9/11 situation, especially the 
US-launched “War on Terror”, 
precipitated the security cooperation 
as the US considered Bangladesh 
a Muslim-majority country and 
Bangladesh experienced the rise of 

Islamist militant groups. Besides, as 
South Asia became an important hub 
for combating international terrorism, 
U.S. attention to Bangladesh 
increased, leading to further security 
cooperation.

After the establishment of RAB in 
2004, the United States trained 
and provided weapons to the force 
until 2018. Joint exercises of the US 
Marines and Bangladesh Air Force 
in 2007, the visit of top generals 
of the US Special Operations 
Command (SACOM) and Pacific 
Command (PACOM) to Dhaka in 
2009 are some of the examples 
of such cooperation. In 2013, the 
two countries signed the Counter 
Terrorism Cooperation Initiative. This 
cooperation has increased further 
after the terrorist attack on the Holey 
Artisan Cafe in 2016. 

The visit of then Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton to Dhaka in 2012 
and the signing of the Partnership 
Dialogue Agreement between the 
two countries demonstrated that 
both sides are keen to add a new 
dimension to the relationship. To 
date, there have been eight security 
dialogues and eight partnership 
dialogues between the two countries. 
In 2013 and 2015, the United States 
gifted two Coast Guard cutters to 
the Bangladesh Navy to enhance 
Bangladesh’s maritime security. 
The growing security cooperation 
has engendered some debates in 
the country. It is viewed to draw 
Bangladesh into the orbit of the US. 
Nevertheless, security cooperation 
evolved.

It is also worth noting that the four 
domains of cooperation – political 
issues (including democracy 
and labor rights), development 
cooperation (including food aid, 
cooperation to combat climate 
change after 2000, humanitarian 
cooperation such as covid vaccines), 
trade and investment and security 
cooperation – have been pursued 
concurrently.
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Global political context of the 
relationship
Global political considerations, es-
pecially the Cold War rivalry with 
the USSR, was one of the determin-
ing factors in the US decision not to 
support Bangladesh independence in 
1971. Long standing tilt towards Pa-
kistan, ongoing efforts to improve re-
lations with China in conjunction with 
deterring the Soviet Union’s growing 
influence in South Asia shaped US 
policy. But it was not only in 1971 
that global politics influenced the 
United States’ approach to Bangla-
desh. Instead, Bangladesh’s relation-
ship with the United States has largely 
been shaped by how the United States 
viewed Bangladesh in the context of 
global politics; similarly, Bangladesh 
has determined its nature of engage-
ment with the US in light of the exist-
ing global political order.

The global politics of the past 50 
years can be divided into three 
distinct phases – the era of the Cold 
War (1945–1990); the unipolar 
world system with dominance of the 
United States (1991–c.2009), and 
the era of the rise of China and the 
emergence of a multi-polar world 
(c. 2010 – to date). Bangladesh 
emerged at the height of the Cold 
War. During this period, particularly 
after 1975, Bangladesh’s foreign 
policy has leaned towards the United 
States as a part of its westward 
shift. The US approach towards 
Bangladesh was defined by the 
country’s economic status – viewed 
as a poverty-stricken developing 
country and with the mindset that 
Bangladesh will continue to be 
the “basket case” seems to have 
influenced policymakers. This is 
what puts development aid as the 
key feature of the relationship. 
Bangladesh also needed the 
support. However, in the mid-
1980s, discussions on the state of 
democracy and civil rights began to 
feature in the policy discourse.

In the 1990s, two aspects of the 
US approach should be noted 
- Bangladesh was considered a 

Muslim-majority country and thus it 
was subsumed within the broader 
policy towards the Muslim world; 
secondly, there was a lack of 
interest in developing relations with 
Bangladesh separately, instead South 
Asia policy was the driving force 
and Bangladesh was viewed as a 
small nation with little importance. 
Two other factors also had a role 
in the US approach - the collapse 
of the Soviet Union and warming 
up of US-India relations. Since the 
liberalization of India’s economy in 
the 1990s, India-US relations have 
improved significantly. Strategically, 
the US had considered India as 
the emerging power in South Asia 
which is aligned with US interests 
and ideology. Although the signs of 
China’s rise were evident, the US 
apparently did not consider China a 
major threat. India was considered 
as the counterweight to the growing 
influence of China. The democratic 
credential of India was a key factor in 
US consideration. The US repeatedly 
insisted that it would rather see India 
as the regional power. Thus, India’s 
dominance in the region began to 
grow. India’s own version of the 
Monroe Doctrine – that is South Asia 
is its backyard and should be left 
by global powers to India - became 
the overarching framework of the 
India-Bangladesh relationship. This 
greatly influenced US policy towards 
Bangladesh. 

It is pertinent to mention that since 
1947, U.S. foreign policy on South 
Asia has been largely made on an 
ad-hoc basis. In the 1979-1989 
periods, due to the Soviet presence in 
Afghanistan and the US involvement 
in the Afghan war supporting the 
Mujahideen, the US had a robust 
presence in Pakistan. However, 
as the Afghan war ended and the 
Soviet Union collapsed, the region 
fell victim to the benign neglect 
of the United States. US policy 
towards South Asia became India-
centric as well. As for Bangladesh, 
the beginning of democracy in 
Bangladesh and economic growth, 
US policymakers had very little to be 

concerned with. 

The situation changed dramatically 
after September 11, 2001. Viewed 
as a “moderate Muslim-majority 
country”, Bangladesh was expected 
by the US to be a partner in the so-
called “war on terror.” Bangladesh 
responded positively to the US 
posture. In some measures, this 
became a watershed moment in the 
politics and security arrangements in 
South Asia. An attack on the Indian 
parliament in December 2011 
provided Indian policymakers the 
opportunity to bring security to   the 
forefront of its domestic and foreign 
policy and portray itself as a victim 
of transnational terrorism. India was 
not an exception in joining the “War 
on Terror” bandwagon and used the 
context to its political advantage in 
the region.

Although Bangladesh-US security 
cooperation increased over the 
following five years, an unease of 
US policymakers was discernable, 
thanks to the BNP government’s 
hesitation in dealing with the Islamist 
militant groups. The presence of 
the Islamist in the ruling coalition 
accentuated the discomfort. It was 
further enhanced by the BNP’s moral 
and reportedly material support 
towards rebels in India’s southeastern 
states. It is perceived that the BNP 
government faced some pressure 
from the US.  Presumably, India had 
influence on the US attitude towards 
Bangladesh. Consequently, the 
US approach towards Bangladesh 
contributed to the destabilization of 
domestic political equilibrium.

It is against this background that 
the United States emphasized 
trade relations with Bangladesh. 
As America’s influence in global 
politics was on the decline, the 
Obama administration (2009–2017) 
sought to reshape the US role in a 
multi-power world system, but its 
success was limited to stop further 
erosion not regaining its erstwhile 
dominance.
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Despite a closer relationship after 
2009, occasional differences 
emerged, some of which I have 
mentioned previously. The major 
issue of contention appeared 
in 2013-14 as Bangladesh was 
heading to an election after the 
ruling party removed the caretaker 
provision from the constitution – a 
guardrail against the potential 
manipulation of the electoral 
process. The United States, along 
with many other members of the 
international community, called 
for a free, fair, and participatory 
election. Yet, when the Bangladesh 
Awami League  went with a unilateral 
election, the US accepted it without 
much protest; democracy and the 
human rights question didn’t receive 
as much attention. Several reasons 
can be offered for the US reaction 
to the 2014 election. First, the 
Obama administration’s South Asia 
policy, like previous administrations, 
was largely India-centric. While 
Pakistan and Afghanistan were 
treated differently, the remainder of 
the countries in South Asia was seen 
through the regional stability prism 
and India was considered as serving 
US interests. Secondly, the United 
States did not see China’s rise as a 
global challenge. Obama intended 
to work with China on global issues. 
However, the Obama administration 
felt the need to focus on Asia-Pacific. 
The third factor was tied to this 
focus, particularly the ‘Asia Pivot’ 
policy.  The administration expected 
that the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
Agreement (TPP) would come to 
fruition, which would strengthen 
the US position in Southeast Asia, 
therefore, Bangladesh was not 
considered geopolitically important. 
Fourth, the United States and 
western countries were hoping that 
even after the 2014 election weak 
democracy would continue, and that 
the next election would be as fair and 
participatory as possible.

But by then China had focused 
on increasing its global influence 
globally and increased its presence in 
South Asia. Russia also succeeded in 

gaining strength. Consequently, the 
US began to face challenges in the 
global arena. Obama’s successor, 
Donald Trump (2017-2021), was 
unwilling to take any initiative to 
deal with this situation; instead, the 
Trump administration’s unilateralist 
policies contributed to the further 
erosion of the US’s global standing 
and influence. America’s withdrawal 
from the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
in January 2017 paved the way for 
China’s monopoly in the region. Its 
impact can be seen in Bangladesh 
as well. Bangladesh joined the 
Conference on the Interaction and 
Confidence Building Measures in 
Asia (CICA) in 2014. At the heart of 
this initiative are China and Russia. 
In 2016, Bangladesh joined China’s 
Road and Belt Initiative (BRI).

China’s BRI and the rivalry between 
China-India-US in the Indian 
Ocean increased Bangladesh’s 
geopolitical importance. The reasons 
for new geostrategic importance of 
Bangladesh were due to the access 
to the Indian Ocean through the Bay 
of Bengal, and China building naval 
ports in Pakistan, Myanmar and Sri 
Lanka. These ports provide China 
a commanding control on the sea 
lane connecting Asia to other parts 
of the world. The growing geo-
strategic importance of Bangladesh 
was recognized by US policymakers 
in 2017. In 2017, Bangladesh was 
described as geopolitically important 
due to the bridge between South 
and Southeast Asia. But these 
analyses remained on paper as no 
particular action was taken by the 
administration. 

In late 2019, at the end of the 
Trump administration, the Indo-
Pacific Strategy (IPS) was devised 
to counter China’s assertive 
moves. It came at the heel of the 
revival of the four-nation security 
dialogue or Quad. The US had 
been requesting Bangladesh to join 
the IPS since 2019. Bangladesh’s 
hesitation in taking a clear position, 
let alone joining the IPS, is viewed 
by Washington as an influence of 

China. Chinese Ambassador to 
Dhaka Li Jiming’s statement in May 
2021 is noteworthy in this regard. 
Ambassador Li said Bangladesh’s 
participation in the Quad would 
“significantly damage” Dhaka-Beijing 
relations. Earlier, Chinese Defense 
Minister General Wei Feng made a 
similar statement during a meeting 
with Bangladesh President Abdul 
Hamid.

It is evident that US expectation 
of India’s role in countering 
China’s presence and influence in 
Bangladesh and in the region did not 
come to fruition. Moreover, India’s 
dominance in the region has not 
been positive, and India’s domestic 
political changes have become 
increasingly uncomfortable for the 
United States. 

It is in such a context the Biden 
administration has taken a different 
approach regarding Bangladesh. 
The main aspect of this policy 
regarding Bangladesh is to be 
directly engaged with Bangladesh. 
This approach is consistent with 
the Biden administration’s global 
or regional foreign policy. The 
United States looks forward to 
Bangladesh’s participation in the 
proposed Indo-Pacific Economic 
Framework to further expand areas 
of economic cooperation. On 
the other hand, hesitation on the 
part of Bangladesh to join such a 
multinational system is more political 
than economic. There is a perception 
in Bangladesh that this is part of an 
effort to form an alliance against 
China. Bangladesh is least interested 
to be aligned with any measure 
which will strain its relationship 
with China. The US has expressed 
interest in signing two defense 
agreements with Bangladesh. These 
are the General Security of Military 
Information Agreement (GSOMIA) 
and the Acquisition Cross-Servicing 
Agreement (AQSA). These are part of 
a policy to increase the U.S. presence 
and influence in the Asia-Pacific 
region.
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In a similar vein, Biden has said even 
before being elected to office that 
democracy and human rights will be 
the focus of his government’s foreign 
policy. In the case of Bangladesh, the 
impact of this policy is that the United 
States has already brought the issue 
of human rights and democracy to 
the fore. The continuous erosion 
of democracy in Bangladesh for 
the past years and telltale signs 
of growing authoritarianism has 
put Bangladesh in the spotlight. 
America’s continued insistence on 
upholding human rights, and the 
absence of various elements of the 
democratic system, suggests that the 
Biden administration is likely to put 
more emphasis on these issues in the 
coming days. 

Conclusion 

Despite ups and downs in 
Bangladesh-US relations in the last 
50 years, the two countries have 
become closer for respective parties’ 
interests and the scope of relations 
have expanded. The United States 

has transformed from a development 
partner of Bangladesh to a trade 
partner. At the same time, the United 
States has come forward to deal with 
various disasters in Bangladesh and 
continues to provide food aid. The 
increase in US security cooperation 
with Bangladesh has been positive 
for Bangladesh and has continued 
despite differences on the political 
front. 

Due to the increasing geopolitical 
and geo-strategic importance of 
Bangladesh, it is imperative to take 
a new approach in the bilateral 
relations. Bangladeshi policymakers 
need to appreciate the changes.

New economic and security 
structures are emerging in the Asia-
Pacific region, Bangladesh must 
be proactive in taking advantage 
of these structures and give priority 
to the future national interests 
of Bangladesh. For this, a new 
dimension needs to be added to 
the relationship with the United 
States. It is not only a matter of 

foreign policy, but also a change 
in the country’s governance and 
domestic politics that has become 
necessary. Without upholding human 
rights, participatory governance, 
and institutional reforms, it will not 
be possible to deal with the new 
geopolitical realities.  Bangladesh’s 
avoidance of these issues is 
detrimental to its own interests – in 
both short and long terms.

.....................................................
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Cyclone Marian

In 1991 the war to free Kuwait 
from Saddam Hussein was over.  
American troops were returning 

to their home bases.   A terrible 
cyclone, called Cyclone Marian, 
struck Bangladesh in the vicinity of 
Chittagong and Cox’s Bazaar on 
April 29, 1991, causing immense 
damage.  An estimated 139,000 
persons were killed.   Damage 
estimate was $1.7 billion; in 2022 
prices that would be $4.5 billion.  
[1%of GDP]

The sea surge was 6 meters 
overtopping many of the protective 
walls.  Facilities of government 
and private industry in Chittagong 
were badly damaged.  There was 
great destruction of property, crops, 
livestock, and infrastructure.

Chittagong Port was impossible to 
use with many ships sunk.  It would 
be some time before the port was 
usable.  The Chittagong airport 
was also damaged and initially 
inoperable; however, the US military 
was able to make sufficient repairs 
in one day to enable the airport 
to become a critical link in the 
subsequent relief operations. 

Sea Angels
Forrest Cookson, PhD

Political situation

Two months before the Cyclone, the 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party had 
won the first democratic election 
since the military had seized power 
following the assassination of Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman in 1975. The 
establishment of this new government 
was critical for Bangladesh’s future 
development and there was residual 
bitterness from the outcome of the 
election.

There were within the bureaucracy, 
many politicians, and the military 
holding continuing resentment of the 
United States for its role in supporting 
Pakistan in the bitter, genocide 
violence that established Bangladesh.  
The onslaught of nature challenged 
the ability of the government and the 
society to work together to overcome 
the unfortunate condition of the 
millions of people who had lost their 
homes and means of livelihood in 
Cyclone Marian. 

President Bush acts

 On May 10 President Bush 
ordered the United States military 
to proceed to Bay of Bengal and 
aid the distressed population, 
operating under the direction of the 
Bangladesh government. Marine 
units returning from the war to free 
Kuwait from the Iraqi invasion were 
ordered to provide help. Additional 
US Army and Air Force units were 
dispatched from Hawaii.

 President Bush was emphatic 
in directing that the delivery of 
food, water and medical supplies 
would be under the control of the 
Bangladesh authorities.  The role of 
the American military was largely to 
transport materials to destinations 
and amounts as determined by the 
Bangladesh government.  

The Marine amphibious unit that 
was sent to the Chittagong area 
comprised 2,500 Marines with 28 
helicopters. An army unit dispatched 
from Hawaii had 5 helicopters. 
The British government sent two 
helicopters; the Japanese one. The 
Marines also had hover craft that 
would travel on the surface of the 
water without concern for underwater 
obstacles, particularly important for 
the islands that were underwater.  
Engineering and medical units were 
instructed to provide such support as 
possible.  Air Force units were sent 
assist in the transportation,

A headquarters was established in 
Dhaka and another in Chittagong.  
Communications equipment 
was brought from Okinawa. The 
operation was sea based.  That is 
there were few American soldiers 
on the land at night. No night 
operations were feasible.  No more 
than 500 soldiers and marines were 
on Bangladesh soil at night.  

President Bush was successful in 
making it clear to the Bangladesh 
authorities that the United States 
was there to transport stuff around.  
It had no other objectives than 
humanitarian relief.  In addition, 
transportation, equipment for 
water purification was brought, 
engineering units worked on repairs 
of infrastructure, and a medical 
unit treated approximately 15,000 
persons [750-1000 per day].

Operation Sea Angel

After the orders from President Bush, 
Marine General Stackpole was 
appointed as commander of the 
operation and preceded promptly to 
Dhaka.  US Special Forces were also 
sent with the mission to assess what 
was happening.

The Bangladesh government and 
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the US military soon established a 
structure for working together.

The situation facing the authorities 
was dire.  Millions of Bangladeshis 
were isolated without food or 
clean water.  Their homes and 
crops had been destroyed. There 
were considerable relief materials 
warehoused in Dhaka by both 
the Bangladesh government and 
NGOs, particularly CARE and Red 
Crescent.  These were delivered to 
the needy in a two-step process.  
First, relief supplies were flown from 
Dhaka to Chittagong on US military 
aircraft.  Second, these materials 
were flown by helicopter or delivered 
by hovercraft in amounts specified 
by the planners in Chittagong to 
distressed communities.

Relief supplies were arriving in 
Dhaka from all over the world.  
Transportation, largely by US military 
planes, shifted these materials to 
Chittagong.  Some 194 missions 
were flown moving these supplies or 
approximately 20 missions per day. 
A total of 2430 metric tons were 
moved to Chittagong or about 120 
tons per day.  This was a remarkable 
achievement as there was no night 
flying permitted.  About half was 
distributed by helicopters and the 
other half locally in Chittagong or by 
the hovercraft.

The collection of information 
on the locations of distressed 
communities was a very difficult 
problem but successfully handled 
by the Bangladesh authorities 
with support from information 
provided by helicopter crews flying 
around the area and also by NGO 
representatives. At first there was a 
great deal of difficulty in locating 
the groups in trouble.  Most villages 
had all of their building destroyed.  
People were moving to find high 
ground as so much of the area was 
underwater.  Apart from looking 
down from helicopters it was very 
difficult to collect information. This 
information was essential for the 
Bangladesh authorities to decide 
where relief supplies should be 

delivered.

Communications were very difficult.  
The various US military units did not 
have compatible communication 
equipment.  The Bangladesh 
military and civil air authorities had 
completely different means of radio 
communication.  Building a system 
where the different units could 
speak with each other took time to 
organize.

Maps were not available for several 
days and were generally too 
small scale to support helicopter 
operations.  Somehow the   
helicopters managed.

Overview of Operation Sea Angle

The cyclone struck on April 29.  
The order from President Bush to 
the US military was made on May 
10.  It took time to assess how 
bad was the impact of the storm; 
to reach an agreement between 
the two governments to authorize 
the US military to enter into 
Bangladesh waters in considerable 
number, operate aircraft in large 
numbers, and to set out the rules of 
governing the operation.  Inevitably 
in Bangladesh there was political 
conflict on this but the government 
managed the agreement and 
subsequent implementation smoothly. 

By May 12 army teams had arrived 
to work with the Bangladesh 
authorities to learn what had 
happened.  Helicopters from Hawaii 
arrived first and immediately began 
to move materials to distressed 
communities.  The marines arrived 
a few days later and joined in. The 
operation was planned to last five 
weeks.  After three weeks the major 
work of immediate rescue was 
finished and the need for speed and 
transportation in difficult conditions 
declined.  It should be recalled that 
the US military was there to rescue 
people who were starving, who were 
very sick, traumatized by the cyclone, 
lacking medical care, and clean 
water.  After the delivery of relief 
materials stabilized the condition of 
the population, the task of the US 

military was through and they would 
leave.

The Bangladesh Government and 
the donors would then take on the 
task of rebuilding infrastructure and 
insuring long term availability of food 
until the next crops were planted.  
The US military left behind water 
purification equipment.

Two lessons can be learned from this 
water purification equipment.  This 
equipment will purify a very large 
volume of water very quickly.  In 
the short period of Operation Sea 
Angel one million liters of water was 
purified.  The equipment was handed 
over to the Bangladesh government 
for use in future emergencies.  A 
few years later in another cyclone 
the equipment was found to be in 
very poor condition and not usable.  
Turning over equipment without 
continuing training and certification 
of proper maintenance will always 
result in poor maintenance and 
effect destruction.   The second 
lesson was the propaganda attack 
on the water purification machines 
by Islamic fundamentalists who 
put out the rumor that the water 
was treated so that you could not 
have children if you drank it.  It was 
another decade until the attack on 
the Twin Towers and this was the first 
evidence I came across of this cruelty 
to one’s own people by a group that 
brought only destruction and ancient 
fables.  Neither the United States nor 
the Bangladesh government took 
effective action to counteract the 
spreading of the rumors.  

Governance

From the beginning the American 
government was determined to 
get the military effort in and out 
as fast as possible.  The American 
Ambassador William Milam and 
General Stackpole both understood 
the job was to act under the direction 
and authority of the sovereign 
government of Bangladesh; that 
there should be no mission creep; 
distribute the supplies to those who 
were dying and leave the economic 
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development to those did that kind 
of thing.  

Lessons learned:

Communication equipment must be 
compatible among the US military 
units.  Compatible equipment must 
be given to the key elements of the 
army one is working with.  

Proper scale maps for helicopter 
operations must be available 
immediately.  If you expect to work 
on natural disaster problems then try 
to train with the country’s forces.  The 
cooperation among the helicopters 
was amazing and all benefitted from 
the example of cooperative work.  
Pushing the flying hours to the limit 
provided great benefits in higher 
productivity of the operations and 
according to a senior Bangladesh 
helicopter pilot provided on the 
job training—greater flying hours, 
working under intense pressure with 
their colleagues from the US and the 
UK, and learning by doing managing 
complex transport operations.

For some years there was an effort 
for the military units of both countries 
to train together for operations 
dealing with human disaster.  There 
is plenty to prepare for.

Studies after Operation Sea Angel 
concluded there were not enough 
shelters, people did not take the 
warnings seriously enough, people 
were afraid to leave their homes for 
fear their stuff will be stolen.  As rural 
households become wealthier and 
have more possessions it makes them 
more reluctant. 

It is claimed that the preparatory 
conditions are better now.  That 
remains to be seen.   Training, 
maintenance of equipment, “war 
games”, and practice operations are 
insufficient to prepare Bangladesh 
forces for serious disasters.  
Dealing with natural disasters 
is probably the most important 
mission of the military.  Equipment, 
training, exercises with friendly 
military establishments are badly 
needed.  The potential disasters are 

earthquakes, heat waves causing 
death and sickness, and cyclones. 

While the capacity of the government 
to move people to shelters, to warn 
them of impeding trouble, and to 
care for them for a few days has 
improved immensely, the challenges 
are going to increase with the rising 
sea level, the greater probability of 
major storms and the threat of heat 
waves.

One area that remains difficulty is 
tracking the path of a storm.  In the 
case of the 1991 Marian cyclone 
the track of the storm as developed 
by the US military meteorological 
service did not predict the storms 
behavior correctly and the arrival of 
the storm was a surprise.   The big 
storm that hit Florida a few weeks 
ago did not follow the forecast path.  
It turns out to be very difficult to 
make accurate forecasts of where the 
storm is moving.  A much wider area 
must be alerted until the tracking 
accuracy improves; and provides 
a realistic assessment.  Scope of 
warning and evaluation efforts must 
be related to the reliability of cyclone 
track forecasts.  

Observations   

There are many interesting forms of 
behavior that are seen in Operation 
Sea Angel.

First, was the remarkable 
cooperation of the Bangladesh 
military and the United States 
military?  The helicopter crews 
worked and trained together to move 
a remarkable amount of material to 
the stricken victims of the storm.  

An operation like Sea Angel quickly 
runs into issues of who is in charge 
and who can make the decisions 
needed to solve the immense 
problems faced in reaching the 
distressed population.

At the time of Sea Angel, the first 
civil government of Bangladesh since 
1975 had been in power for two 
months.  Given the recent history 
of Bangladesh, the establishment 

of authority in the civil rather than 
the military authority was a key. 
The instruction to the US military 
units was clear:  The Bangladesh 
government was in charge of the 
relief operation and the task of the 
US military was to support the efforts 
of the Bangladesh government.  Most 
observers believed that this worked 
very well.  

The tasks of moving supplies 
around with the related issues of 
fuel availability, spare parts for 
helicopters and fixed wing aircraft, 
communications systems, maps, 
information on infrastructure 
conditions were handled largely by 
the US military.  The Bangladesh 
Air Force worked side by side.  
According to one leading 
Bangladesh helicopter pilot I 
spoke with the attitude among the 
personnel doing the flying was 
excellent with mutual respect and 
all involved benefiting from the 
achievements of the work jointly 
accomplished.

As a point of how sensitivity varied, 
several countries besides the United 
States were engaged.  The British, 
Pakistan, Chinese, Indian, and 
Japanese governments all assigned 
military units to assist in the mission 
of Sea Angel.  The British, Pakistan 
and Japanese military units were 
sub-ordinate immediately under the 
command structure of the US military.  
As one might suppose the Indian 
and Chinese governments were too 
full of pride to do this and in theory 
their units operated separately from 
the command structure established 
by the Bangladesh government and 
the United States.  On the ground 
where real things were taking place 
the Indian and Chinese commanders 
realized the separate arrangement 
would not work, so informally there 
was close coordination.  I think 
when people are working together 
to achieve something important, 
the need for a common command  
authority will lead to common sense 
overcoming national pride.

Within the various US military units 
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engaged there were complaints.  This 
is what one expects; the main conflict 
was the claim by one US Engineering 
unit that they did not have enough to 
do and were underutilized.

There were occasional difficulties 
with Bangladesh bureaucrats refusing 
to support the delivery efforts 
but senior representatives of the 
Bangladesh government took care 
of this.  

There were many rumors circulating 
that the United States was actually 
trying to establish a military base in 
Bangladesh.  Some of these rumors 
were internal politics and some were 
by a friendly government famous for 
an inability to cooperate.  But where 
the work was being done: Identify 
where supplies were to be delivered, 
transport supplies, maintain aircraft, 
collect information on which 
islands and areas had the most 
serious problems one sees all out 
cooperation to get the job done.  

Within the United States government 
there were also conflicts.  General 
Stackpole noted that USAID did not 
seem to appreciate that the US military 
was competent!  However, Ambassador 
William Milam and General Stackpole 
kept all of this in hand.

As a small coincidence, I have 
known Ambassador Milam from 
this time and until today we remain 
close friends.  His judgment and 
understanding of the complexity of 
Operation Sea Angel at the time of a 
change of government in Bangladesh 
were instrumental in its success.  
His presence in Bangladesh was 
an important element in the close 
cooperation of the two governments 
in those early years and the 
remarkable achievements that arose 
from the restarting of Bangladesh’s 
democracy.  The coincidence arises 
from the fact that General Stackpole 
was a close associate of my brother.  
They attended Princeton University 
together [class of 1957] and during 
the four years there, they worked 
together at the Commons, where 
undergraduates ate, managing it in 
their senior year.

There are two observations about the 
side benefits of the operations of the 
US military.  As Operation Sea Angel 
got underway the vast supporting 
arms of the US military did their job.  
Some boxes arrived at the American 
Club containing 500 new best-selling 
books of all types, worth $15,000 
today.  These were for the benefit 
of the officers serving in Sea Angel.  
After three weeks the military left and 
the little library stayed behind.   The 
American Club is often on the edge 
of financial disaster; the sudden 
influx of officers, pilots and soldiers 
increased the sales many folds and 
eased the Club’s financial woes.

Such an odd world 

Brief assessment:

Looking at Sea Angel for what it 
accomplished and what we can 
conclude:  

1. Thousands of lives were saved 
by provision of food and clean 
water.  The US government 
estimate is that 200,000 lives 
were saved from starvation or 
cholera.  Without the immense 
efforts of the pilots and 
planners from both countries 
there would have been much 
more pain.  

2. A great of credit must go to 
President Bush who made the 
key decision setting out the 
relationship between the two 
governments and two military 
establishments.

2. Luck is important:  The 
presence of a superb 
Ambassador and a decisive 
military leader both of whom 
understood and believed in 
President Bush’s orders was 
fortuitous. 

3. The Bay of Bengal is a breeding 
ground for natural disasters.  
We are likely to see continuing 
serious problems.  Unless 
the Bangladesh government 
practices and studies how to 
manage such disasters on a 
continuing basis there will be 

great misery before the country.  
Given the difficulty relations 
among the US, China, and 
India the government must 
figure out how it is going to 
handle the coordination of 
assistance. 

America and Bangladesh:

The 1970 Bhola Cyclone, was the 
trigger for a series of events that led 
to the independence of  Bangladesh.  
It was a time when the United States 
President disgraced himself and his 
country by failing to support the 
movement towards Bangladesh 
independence and tragically gave 
comfort and support to the brutal 
Operation Searchlight.  The Bhola 
Cyclone was very destructive killing 
perhaps 300,000 persons. Foreign 
assistance was available but the 
Pakistan authorities resisted its use 
and the United States government 
did not make much of an effort to 
get these materials to the devastated 
Bengali population.  

A dramatic account of this is 
presented in The Vortex by Scott 
Carney and Jason Miklian:

The 1991 cyclone was an 
opportunity for redemption by the 
United States for the sin of supporting 
the Pakistan army genocide in 1970 
and 1971.   The United States 
succeeded in providing succor to the 
victims of Cyclone Marian, asked 
nothing for such efforts and made 
clear that the sovereignty of the 
Bangladesh nation was paramount.

In this sense Operation Sea Angel 
both saved the lives of Bangladeshis 
but also cleaned the soul of the 
United States.  Great tragedies 
such as the Holocaust or Operation 
Searchlight can never be expunged.  
But one can, rather must, seek to 
balance the good and evil in the 
individual humans and in the groups, 
which we call nations.

....................................................

The writer of this article is a noted 
economist and the first President of 
the AmCham Bangladesh
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Tipu Munshi, Commerce Minister 
of Bangladesh, along with 
Arun Venkataraman, Assistant 

Secretary of Commerce for global 
markets and Director-general of the 
US and Foreign Commercial Service, 
Peter D Haas, US Ambassador to 

Serajul Islam Quadir

US Trade Show ‘22 brings new hope, 
marks the announcement to open 
new Commercial Office in Dhaka

Bangladesh and Syed Ershad Ahmed, 
President of the American Chamber of 
Commerce in Bangladesh (AmCham) 
jointly inaugurated the three-day trade 
show on October 27 with an aim to 
showcase high-quality, innovative 
American goods and services that 
US businesses offer to Bangladesh. 
Over the span of a quarter century, 
the US Trade Show has emerged 
as a pristine annual business 
event in Dhaka drawing thousands 
of visitors in each edition. 
The US Trade Show 2022 
was the 28th edition jointly organized 
by the American Chamber of 
Commerce and the US embassy 
in Bangladesh at the Pan Pacific 
Sonargaon Hotel in Dhaka.

During the inaugural session of 
the trade show, the United States 
formally announced that a new 
Commercial Service office would be 

opened at the US Embassy in Dhaka, 
which would play an important role 
in further strengthening trade ties 
between the two countries. This was 
a long demand from the business 
community in Bangladesh.

US Assistant Secretary of Commerce 
for Global Markets and Director 
General of the US and Foreign 
Commercial Service Arun 
Venkataraman and US Ambassador 
to Bangladesh Peter Haas announced 
the opening of the office. 

“As the United States and Bangladesh 
celebrate 50 years of bilateral 
relations, it is an opportune 
moment to expand upon the strong 
foundation of our bilateral and 
commercial relationship,” Arun 
Venkataraman said at the inaugural 
session.

“The new Commercial Service 
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office in Bangladesh will play an 
important role in strengthening 
trade ties between our countries and 
supporting US companies doing 
business in such a dynamic and 
fast-growing economy. The worth 
of trade between our two countries 
accounts for an estimated $10 billion, 
showcasing the vast existing and 
potential opportunities in this country.” 

The US Department of Commerce 
will station a senior Foreign 
Commercial Service officer at the 
US Embassy in Dhaka to maximise 
US export opportunities and work 
collaboratively with Bangladesh to 
assist US companies planning to 
enter or expand their presence in the 
Bangladeshi market.

The office will facilitate one-to-one 
business counseling; provide tailored 
export expertise and information on 
the Bangladeshi market, and work to 
connect US businesses with potential 
Bangladeshi partners through 
business matchmaking and other 
services. 

The US Foreign Commercial Service 
is the export promotion arm of the 
International Trade Administration, 
a bureau of the US Department of 
Commerce.

The commercial service has an 
extensive global network consisting of 
122 offices around the world and in 
over 100 US cities.

Bangladesh’s Commerce Minister 

Tipu Munshi in his inaugural speech 
invited US companies to make 
investment in Bangladesh especially in 
energy, infrastructure, agro-processing 
and tourism sectors.

He said the US is the single largest 
export destination for Bangladesh 
and bilateral trade between the two 
countries reached $10 billion.

He said, “Export from the US to 
Bangladesh is also increasing and 
hopefully the trade show would create 
opportunities to increase both trade 
and investment between the two 
countries.”

US Ambassador Peter Haas said 
there is room for US companies 
to help Bangladesh to make the 
transition not only from a developing 
country to a middle income 

country, but also to a 
developed country by 
2041.

The ambassador said, “US 
businesses are playing an 
important role in energy, 
pharmaceuticals, digital 
economy, health care, 
education and agro 
processing industries in 
Bangladesh.”

AmCham President Syed 
Ershad Ahmed said most 
of the renowned US 

companies participated in the trade 
show. He mentioned that AmCham 
for the first time introduced trade 
show culture in Bangladesh. 

“The exhibition has been taking 
place annually since 1992.  It 
was not held in 2021 due to 
Covid-19 outbreak,” he said, adding 
AmCham is working to build a 
positive image of the country through 
organizing the trade show.  

Over 40 companies operating in 
Bangladesh in the sectors including 
energy, banking and financial 
services, cosmetics, food and 
beverage displayed their products 

and services of US brands. Apart 
from featuring leading US companies 
in Bangladesh, the US Trade Show 
was also the venue for seminars on 
issues like US visa, higher education 
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opportunities in the United States, 
USAID’s activities supporting private 
sector development in Bangladesh 
and intellectual property rights. The 
US embassy on the occasion cited 
in a statement that “US Embassy 
Dhaka’s participation in the annual 
US Trade Show demonstrates US 
commitment to working in partnership 
with Bangladesh to support the 
country’s continued growth and 
development, economic diversification 
and resilience to external shocks 
and stressors, and support for an 
economic development strategy that 
adheres to the principles of broadly 
shared prosperity for all.”

However, the trades show this time 
was particularly significant as the 
year marks the 50th anniversary of 
US-Bangladesh bilateral relations 
while returning to in-person event 
mode for the first time since the global 
coronavirus pandemic.

The details of the event were 
announced at a press conference 
on October 25 at the Pan Pacific 
Sonargaon Hotel, attended by 
AmCham President Syed Ershad 
Ahmed and US Ambassador Peter D. 
Haas.

Speaking about the trade show, 
AmCham President Syed Ershad 
Ahmed said the annual US trade 
Show is one of the major activities 
that AmCham Bangladesh 

undertakes, intending to stimulate 
greater understanding about each 
other’s economic potentials and 
opportunities. Starting in 1992, this 
premiere showcase for the high-
quality American products that US 
businesses bring to Bangladesh 
marked its 28th anniversary this 
year, an occasion to celebrate the 
success of American businesses in 
Bangladesh.

Ambassador Peter D. Haas said the 
country’s economy is growing fast and 
is becoming a potential market for 
US products and services. Over the 
last 50 years, there has been a strong 

tie between the two countries, and 
it will be further strengthened in the 
next 50 years. There is a rising middle 
class in a homogenous market. US 
companies have showcased their 
products and services in Bangladesh 

over the last three decades through 
this trade and investment show. In 
the 2022 show, more technology-
based products and services will be 
showcased.

Ambassador Peter D. Haas hosted a 
reception in honor of the participants 
of the 28th US trade show as per the 
tradition. All the exhibitors from home 
and abroad, along with the members 
of AmCham, representatives from the 
government and business leaders of 
the country joined the program.

During the reception, the ambassador 
said Bangladesh offers enormous 
opportunities for investors and plays a 
more significant role on the regional 
and global stage. “There is much 
more interest in what is happening 
here and the opportunity it offers,” he 
said.

At the event, AmCham President Syed 
Ershad Ahmed appreciated the US 
embassy, particularly the ambassador, 
for the continued support for the 
US trade event. He thanked all the 
sponsors, especially Chevron, for their 
continued cooperation and active 
participation in the fair and related 
events.

Apart from the regular display 
of products and services of the 
participants, different seminars 
were held in collaboration with the 
US embassy. It helped the visitors 
and business community as well as 
students and enthusiastic minds to 
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understand the various aspects of 
the business as well as avenues of 
future growth in trade and investment 
relations with the USA.

The US Embassy hosted five seminars 
during the trade event. On the first 
day there were two seminars: one 
was on the Logistics for Regional 
Connectivity and the Session 
Chair was Mehnaz Ansari, Senior 
Regional Representative-South Asia, 
Indo- Pacific Region, US Trade and 
Development Agency (USTDA) and 
the Panelists were Dhirendronath 
Majumder, DG Railway, Kabir 
Ahmed, President BAFFA, Dr. M. 
Masrur Reaz, Founder & Chairman 
of Policy Exchange of Bangladesh 
and  Dr. Mamun Habib, a Professor 
of the  IUB.

The other topic of the seminar on this 
day was: IPR and impact on cross 
border business. The Panelists were 
Joseph Giblin, US Embassy, Economic 
Unit Chief, Barrister ABM Hamidul 
Mishbah, Managing Partner, Old 
Bailey Chambers and Khondoker 
Mostafizur Rahman, NDC, Registrar 
– DPDT.

On October 28 the US Embassy 
Dhaka Consular Officers and 
Education USA Advisors provided 
a joint presentation on the free 
consultative education services 
provided by the US Embassy through 

its Education USA Advising Centers 
across Bangladesh, as well as the 
student visa application process for 
study in the United States. Following 
this session, US Embassy Consular 
Officials discussed the process for 
applying for US visas, including 
businesses, investors and work visas. 

 On the last day there was one 
seminar with the title: USAID Support 
for Private Sector Growth and it was 
conducted by the USAID, Bangladesh.

AmCham records its profound 
gratitude and appreciation to all 
sponsors.

There was the AmCham Corner to 
display the major performances and 
activities of the AmCham.

 The crowd of visitors and shoppers 
was noticeable since the morning 
every day during the trade show. More 
than 10,000 visitors visited the US 
Trade Show this year.

Cosmetic and food stalls drew more 
visitors than others. However, the 
Sisimpur stall was the most popular 
among children. Besides, the stalls of 
the US Embassy were crowded with 
students interested to know about the 
USA visa process.

While the fair was organized mainly 
to showcase US brand products 
and services, several cosmetic, food 
and beverage stalls also sold their 
products with 10 to 25 percent 
discount, or offers like buy-one-get-
one-free mainly for cosmetics. Apart 
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from this, free skin tests were also 
offered at the show.

Asif Imran Ruben, deputy director of 
cosmetics and skin care of Remark HB 
Limited, said, “We started our journey 
to Bangladesh almost two years ago, 
but we have been bringing products 
as an official brand for six months. 
We are getting a good response.”

The stall was always crowded as they 
offered free screen analysis with a 
20% discount on products. Asif said 
that they were not looking at sales; 
rather they were participating in the 
fair for promotion.

The stall of Colormax USA also drew 
the crowd with its offer “one free with 
one purchase” of any of its cosmetic 
products. Sadia Islam, a volunteer 
at the stall, said their sale was more 
than expected even though it was 
an exhibition. Among various items, 
lipsticks were the best-selling.

Head Beauty Brand Accounts 
Manager Ashraf Ali said they were 
giving a 20 percent discount on all 
products. Buyers were more interested 
in gel and lotion.

Visitors were also very happy to get 
so many American brands together 
under the same roof and have a 
chance to check out other American 
products and services.

Tanya Begum came to the fair and was 
looking at the cosmetics. She said, “I 

have been using American cosmetics 
for a long time. I try to come every year. 
One thing I like about coming here 

is that different brands are available 
together. Besides, I can also learn about 
new brands and products.”

The US Food Mart offered a 10 
percent discount on all its products 
including chocolates, peanuts, and 
various cosmetics at the fair. “The 
stall is crowded with customers 
all day. Among cosmetics, lotions 
and shampoos are the top sellers 

and chocolates are the top sellers 
among food items,” said its owner 
Aktaruzzaman Khan.

Burger King’s stall team member 
Russell Howladar said that they were 
not selling at the fair. However, the 
stall offered a 10 percent discount on 

one-time orders if any one registered 
at the fair.  

In addition, Coca-Cola, Mobil, 
Fortuna Green City, The Premier 
Bank, Islami Bank Bangladesh 
Limited, Eastern Bank Limited, and 
several other companies exhibited 
their various services and products at 
the fair.

Chevron Bangladesh Corporate 
Affairs Communication Manager 
Sheikh Zahidur Rahman said, “We 
have been working in Bangladesh 
since 2005. We are currently 
operating in three gas fields in 
the country. At the fair, we are 
demonstrating various steps and the 
entire process of gas extraction.”

Diagnostic reagents of America’s 
Alpha Scientific Designs, recognized 
by the American Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), were put on 
display at the stall of the company’s 
Bangladesh distributor, Biochem 
International. Biochem’s founder 
engineer Md.  Nazmul Islam said 
their various reagents will help people 
to do their own tests at home within 
2-15 minutes. Nazmul said because 
of low-quality reagents in the market, 
there are often complaints of not 
getting the correct diagnosis of 
diseases. “In this case, these reagents 
of the United States give a hundred 
percent guarantee,” he added. 
Besides, he highlighted various 
aspects of the solar power project 
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called ‘Solar America’ as a solution 
to the country’s endeavor for green 
energy.

Meanwhile, at the seminar titled 
USAID Support for Private Sector 
Growth on October 30, it was 
informed that the USAID would 
assist Bangladesh with about $1 
billion in the next five years as grant 
from the American government. 
The US government’s assistance to 
Bangladesh totaled $8 billion dollars 
since the independence of the country 
in 1971. USAID is supporting private 
investment growth, skill development, 
chemical-free vegetable production 
and export market development, 
revenue system development, and 
overall export development in this 
country.

The director of the Economic 
Growth Office of the organization 
presented the main article in the 
seminar. Mohammad N Khan 
said that to increase private and 
foreign investment in Bangladesh, 
the business environment must 
be improved. In this case, the use 
of digital technology should be 
increased. He stressed the need for 
reduction in business cost and time as 
well as exploring new export sectors.

USAID has long been working to 
empower women, train farmers on 
non-toxic production, improve market 

systems in renewable energy, and 
promote floriculture, aqua systems, 
light engineering and milk processing. 
At the same time activities are going on 
to exploit the potential of ecotourism. 
N Khan said trade facilitation is 
needed for business development to 
help Bangladesh for smooth post-LDC 
transition since 2026.

He said “We are working with the 
National Board of Revenue and Joint 
Stock Registrar Companies Office. 

Exports should be diversified.”

Khan said that USAID has contributed 
to the development of agriculture 
and technology transfer to help 
Bangladesh ensure food security.

Joseph Giblin, Head of the 
Economic Branch of the US Embassy 
in Bangladesh   said through this 
show, the best products from the 
United States are introduced to the 
Bangladeshi market.

AmCham President Syed Ershad 
Ahmed said, “Through this show, 
the investment environment and 
opportunities in Bangladesh are 
highlighted to US institutions. The 
issue of removing trade barriers 

between the two countries is also 
gaining importance. Through this, the 
trade deficit between the two countries 
will decrease.”

He said, “We are advancing in 
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technology because countries like 
the United States are next to us. 
Many companies have shared new 
technologies and ideas at the trade 
show.”

The trade show ended with a dinner 
on the last day with Foreign Minister 
AK Abdul Momen, MP gracing 
the occasion as the chief guest 
and Mayor of Dhaka North City 
Corporation Atiqul Islam as special 
guest. Ambassador Peter D. Haas was 
also present.

Foreign Minister Momen urged 
US entrepreneurs to invest more in 
Bangladesh, which he termed as a 
land of immense opportunities. He 
briefly explained the facilities and 
incentives being offered to foreign 
investors. He said that US investors 
could earn attractive profits even 
through exporting goods to their own 
country. However, he raised the issue 
of the long delay in disposing of visa 
applications by the US Embassy here 
and requested to solve this situation.

Mayor Atiqul expressed his gratitude 
to the people and government for 
fostering Bangladesh’s business 
especially ready-made garments to 
that country.

“We are happy to say that the US is 
the biggest destination of our main 
export item – readymade garments 

even during this odd time,” he 
mentioned.

Ambassador Peter Haas and Chief 
Executive Officer of Bangla Trac 
Limited (BanglaCAT) Iqbal Husain 
also spoke.

“Excellence in Stall Design” 
Award Presentation Ceremony:

AmCham organized the award 
presentation ceremony for 

“Excellence in Stall Design” among 
the participants. Five exhibitors 
were selected for their excellent 
creative design, portraying the 
trade show’s theme and attracting 
the visitors’ attention. The winners 

are Bank Asia Limited, Burger 
King, Excelerate Energy Bangladesh 
Limited, Oracle Bangladesh and 
Remark HB Limited. The winners 
received a crest each.

On the same occasion, some 
air tickets were distributed to the 
participants through a raffle draw. 
Ms. Charlotte Volpe, who flew from 
Washington D.C. to make the trade 
show a success, announced the 
winner’s name. Sponsors of the Air 

tickets were: Mastercard: air ticket for 
Dhaka – Bangkok – Dhaka (Winner: 
Max’s Global BD), Novo Air: two 
air tickets for Dhaka – Kolkata – 
Dhaka for a couple (winner: Bangla 
Trac Limited) and Dhaka – Cox’s 
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Bazar – Dhaka for a couple (winner: 
U.S. Food Mart Ltd.). AmCham 
Vice President Syed Mohammad 
Kamal delightfully coordinated and 
moderated the whole program.

The curtain fell on a three-day trade 
show with a colorful cultural program 
by the ‘Coke Studio Bangla.’ The 
closing hours turned festive with 

the presence of prominent faces 
in the country’s music arena and 
presentation of songs featuring 
Bangladesh’s cultural heritage, 
holding the audience spellbound.

........................................................
The writer of this report is the 
Executive Editor of the AmCham 
Journal and the writer is deeply 

indebted to Md. Sanowar Hossain, 
Senior Executive – Administration of 
the AmCham in Bangladesh as Mr. 
Sanowar has provided most of the 
data and information related to this 
report.
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A highlight of the recently held 
US Trade show was a parallel 
conference, and the first session 

was on logistics for connectivity.

I chaired a panel with representatives 
from the World Bank, Bangladesh 
Railways, Freight Forwarders association 
and the Bangladeshi academia. The 

LOGISTICS FOR REGIONAL 
CONNECTIVITY

 Mehnaz Ansari

outcome of the session was clear; 
to have better connectivity in and for 
Bangladesh in the region, there must 
be good communication and strategy 
between policy makers, industry, and an 
integrated public private partnership.

Bangladesh is a densely populated 
emerging economy with an aspiration to 
become a developed nation by 2041. 
Their advantage is young and cheap 
labor and their experience in doing 
very well in the readymade garment 
industry. At the same time, they have 
a huge population, rivers, and riverine 
and immigrant issues. When one 
lands in Dhaka at the Hazrat Shahjalal 
International Airport, not only do you 
see swarms of people, but mostly labor 
travelling also to suffice the global needs 
of cheap and skilled/unskilled labor, you 
see a lot of construction and very dense 
multimodal traffic. All sorts of vehicles 
are on the road, carrying people and 
goods. When such movement is seen 
in developing world along with massive 

constructions at airports and ports (which 
are the entry points of the world), one 
must affirm that the country is on an 
accelerated path of growth. Though 
this also means that there must improve 
logistics connectivity within the country 
and within the region.

Logistics performance, especially supply 
chain efficiency, has become one of the 
ingredients for trade competitiveness 
and export growth and diversification. 
Improving logistics performance will help 
Bangladesh maintain its position as a 
major player in ready-made garments 
and, more importantly, help it diversify its 
export basket.

South Asia has huge financing needs to 
develop its infrastructure. In 2014, the 
World Bank estimated that Bangladesh, 
India, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka 
would require US$408–US$685 billion in 
investment at 2010 prices to bridge gaps 
in the transport sector alone (Andrés, 
Biller, and Herrera Dappe 2013).
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Bangladesh, which has a GDP of 
($411 billion) and a GDP per capita 
of $2,554, has the fastest GDP growth 
rate in Asia. It is one of the emerging 
and growth-leading economies of the 
world, and is also listed among the Next 
Eleven countries. It is also one of the 
fastest-growing middle-income countries. 
It has the world›s 33rd largest GDP in 

nominal terms and is the 27th largest by 
purchasing power adjusted exchange 
rates ($1.015 trillion). 

Bangladesh has a strong track record 
of growth and development, even in 
times of elevated global uncertainty.  A 
robust demographic dividend, strong 
ready-made garment (RMG) exports, 
resilient remittance inflows, and stable 
macroeconomic conditions have 
supported rapid economic growth 
over the past two decades. A strong 
recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic 
continued in FY22, although a recent 
surge in commodity prices has presented 
new headwinds.

Bangladesh, like many other countries, 
faces global economic challenges. 
Rising commodity prices and a surge 
in imports in the second half of FY22 
resulted in widening Balance of 
Payments (BoP) deficit and accelerating 
inflation. 

Development priorities include 
diversifying exports beyond the RMG 
sector; deepening the financial sector; 
making urbanization more sustainable 
and strengthening public institutions, 

including fiscal reforms to generate more 
domestic revenue for development. 
Addressing infrastructure gaps would 
accelerate growth. Addressing 
vulnerability to climate change and 
natural disasters will help Bangladesh 
to continue to build resilience to future 
shocks. Pivoting towards green growth 
would support the sustainability of 

development outcomes for the next 

generation.

Many transport corridors are under 
discussion and if I may say some 
stage of development. We from US 
Government have also been working 
on the Infrastructure Transaction and 
Assistance Network (ITAN) is a whole-
of-government initiative to advance 
sustainable, transparent, high-quality 
infrastructure across the Indo-Pacific 
region.

Launched in July 2018, ITAN furthers the 
U.S. vision for a free and open Indo-
Pacific to ensure peace, stability, and 
growing prosperity in the region.

Of course, there are a few other 
initiatives for improved regional 
connectivity led by other donor countries.

Mr. Dhirendornath Majumder the 
representative of the Bangladesh 
Railways talked about how the 
Bangladesh Rail corridor is playing an 
important role in logistics connectivity 
of Bangladesh and helping it make a 
critical player in the region. They are a 
young and aspiring economy and the 

current Bangladesh government under 
the dynamic Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina is committed to increase the 
freight transport through rail. This figure 
is currently only at 5% of the total rail 
transport capacity where Bangladesh 
Rail transports mostly passengers from 
point A to B. In terms of transporting the 
labor and improvising the skill availability 
within the country and beyond, promote 
tourism, passenger transport is also 
important. Yet, to decongest the heavy 
traffic on the roads and make movement 
of goods more reliable, especially 
since the country does produce and 
export fisheries products, fruits, and 
vegetables, improved cold chain logistics 
infrastructure is important.

Dr. M. Masrur Reaz, Founder 
&Chairman of Policy Exchange of 
Bangladesh, a private sector think-tank 
and former World Bank Representative 
talked extensively about the statistics and 
requirement of a logistics corridor policy 
and strategy by Bangladesh. 

He extensively elaborated on the 
fact that the international experience 
shows the importance of a sound 
knowledge base in the design of logistics 
improvements strategies. One of the 
manifestations of this trade imbalance 
where demand is exceeding supply is 
congestion, especially on roads and 
highways. Congestion is most acute on 
the core corridor that links the economic 
heartland of the Dhaka region and 
the main trade gateway of Chittagong. 
He also discussed that developing 
large transport infrastructure projects—
transport corridors—is increasingly seen 
to stimulate regional integration and 
economic growth. Countries, often with 
the help of the international community, 
invest in these corridors in the hope of 
creating large economic surpluses that 
can spread throughout the economy 
and society. But if the corridors do not 
generate the expected surpluses, they 
can become wasteful white elephants—
transport infrastructure without much 

traffic.

Mr. Kabir Ahmed, the President of 
the Bangladesh Freight Forwarders 
Association-BAFFA discussed the 
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also at managerial and executive levels. 
Currently, there is a disconnect and 
students when entering with logistics 
and supply chain expertise are not able 
to identify the correct roles and jobs for 
them.

The audience also came up with valued 
suggestions and the importance of 
breaking the silos and work together, 
better procurement processes and 
digitization in this sector which is still very 
manual on the ground.

In summary, the session focused on the 
following suggestions:

Achieving efficient logistics requires a 
system-wide approach. These require 
following elements:

• Developing a system-wide strategy 
for increasing logistics efficiency 
Bangladesh needs a coherent, 
integrated logistics strategy and 
master plan that leverage the 
strengths of each of the elements 
of the system. 

•  Improving the quality, 
capacity, and management of 
infrastructure connectivity needs 
to be improved by expanding 
existing links and building new 
ones. The solution is not just 
to invest more, however, but 
to invest better, by focusing on 
the service gap instead of the 

infrastructure gap and moving 
away from the build, neglect, 
rebuild mindset. Investing 
better also means increasing 
the resilience of the transport 
network to climate events.

• mproving the quality and 
integration of logistics services. 
Services can be upgraded by 
ensuring competition in markets. If 
service providers are remunerated 
based on the quality of their 
services, they will be incentivized to 
increase quality and innovate. 

In summary, achieving seamless 
regional connectivity Bangladesh 
can leverage its strategic location 
in South Asia to serve as a regional 
logistics node. To do so, it needs to 
improve infrastructure and services; 
standardize and harmonize 
regulatory practices with neighbors; 
and reform policies and regulations 
to cover the cross-border 
movement of goods, vehicles, and 
drivers and ensure appropriate 
cost recovery for services and 
infrastructure. 

.............................................................

The writer of this article is the 
Senior Regional Representative 
of the South Asia, Indo- 
Pacific Region, US Trade and 
Development Agency (USTDA).

challenges of Logistics costs which are 
very high in Bangladesh. For seamless 
trade and to remain competitive in the 
regional market, Bangladesh needs to 
remain price competitive. He talked 
about the bureaucratic hurdles in 
allowing freight forwarders to efficiently 
provide an end-to-end solution and 
services.

Logistics costs in Bangladesh are high 
in most sectors, ranging from 4.5 
percent of sales (for leather footwear) to 
47.9 percent of sales (for horticulture). 
Inventory carrying costs represent a 
significant share of logistics costs. 
Transport represents the largest share of 
direct logistics costs, and road transport 
is the dominant transport mode. Road 
transport rates in Bangladesh range from 
$0.06 for a 16-ton truck to $0.12 for 
a trailer. They are higher than in many 
developing and developed countries

Dr. Mamun Habib who is a Professor at 
the Independent University Bangladesh 
discussed the need for bringing the 
academia to work with the government 
and industry on the challenges of skilled 
workforce in Bangladesh. The focus 
was on increasing the competitiveness 
of the country from an overall aspect, 
not only production but an advanced, 
sustainable, and affordable supply 
chain. The academia needs to work 
with the policy makers and Public and 
private sector to work on skilling the 
workforce not only at the entry level, 
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Background

Drowning was the second leading 
cause of death for children 
under than 5 in Bangladesh in 

2020.1 Past studies have found that 
young children in rural Bangladesh 
tend to drown in water bodies very 
close to their homes and these 
drowning events commonly occur 
while their caregivers are busy 
with household chores or income-
generating activities.2

A large-scale population-based 
study called the Saving of Lives from 
Drowning (SoLiD) was launched 
in 2013 to assess the impact 
of community daycare centers 
in reducing drowning incidents 
among children under five years 
of age in rural Bangladesh. This 
study was conducted by the Johns 
Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health in collaboration with 
the Center for Injury Prevention 
and Research, Bangladesh (CIPRB) 
and the International Center for 
Diarrheal Disease and Research, 
Bangladesh (icddr,b), with funding 
from Bloomberg Philanthropies. 
As a part of this study, daycare 
centers (or, crèches) called ‘Anchals’ 
were set up in seven sub-districts 

Daycare Centers as a Drowning 
Prevention Strategy in Rural Bangladesh 

Doctor Lamisa Ashraf

of Bangladesh, namely, Matlab 
North, Matlab South, Daudkandi, 
Chandpur Sadar, Raiganj, Sherpur 
Sadar, and Manohardi. Children 
under 5 remained in these daycares 
from 9 am to 1 pm, 6 days a week, 
where they were supervised by local 
women from the community, called 
“Anchal mothers” and “Anchal 
assistants”. Children engaged 
in organized play, sang nursery 
rhymes, became familiar with 
alphabets and numbers, and learned 
good hygiene habits while in the 
daycare centers.3 Results from an 
effectiveness study conducted under 
the SoLiD project found daycares to 
reduce drowning incidents among 
children aged 9 months to 4 years 
by 88%.4 In addition, improved 
psychosocial skills were seen among 
very young children aged 9-17 
months.5 The project was renamed 
CreCHes(Crèches for Child Health 
and Safety), Bangladesh, and moved 
to its implementation phase in 2016 
during which several crèches were 
established across the seven selected 
sub-districts. 

With these evidences pointing at 
the effectiveness of daycares as a 
child drowning prevention strategy, a 
team of researchers from the Johns 
Hopkins International Injury Research 
Unit collaborated with CIPRB 
and icddr,b to assess caregivers’ 
compliance and perception of 
daycares. 

Study on caregivers’ 
compliance and perception 
of daycare centers in rural 
Bangladesh

Buy-in from stakeholders is a key 
for any public health intervention 
to be successful. To understand the 
willingness of caregivers to send their 
children to day care centers, parents 
or caregivers were asked about their 

children’s daycare attendance every 
two months, includingthe reasons 
for sending or not sending children 
to daycare. They were also asked 
about the reasons for discontinuing 
attendance if their children previously 
attended daycares. Caregivers were 
enquired about injuries the children 
may have suffered while attending 
daycares. Additionally, a survey was 
conducted every 4 months where 
parents agreed or disagreed with 
statements related to daycares. 
These data were collected across 
5 follow-up rounds during which a 
total of 226,565 visits were made to 
caregivers of children enrolled in the 
daycare intervention. 

We found caregivers to be compliant 
with daycares, i.e., on an average 
about 77% of the children were 
found to attend daycare, while about 
65% attended daycare regularly for 
more than 20 days per month. Low 
attendance rates were seen during 
the monsoon season, starting from 
the month of July, and remained low 
until the winter months (Figure 1a, b). 

There were no incidences of 
drowning among children enrolled 
in the daycares and few occurrences 
of other injuries at daycare across all 
follow-up visits. When asked about 
the reasons for sending children 
to daycares, on an average across 
all follow-up visits more than 80% 
of the caregivers noted that they 
found daycares to be a safe place 
for children where they remained 
protected from injuries (Table 1). 
Additionally, caregivers agreed 
that daycare attendance led to 
improvements in children’s language, 
social and cognitive skills. Caregivers 
considered the daycare as a space 
that taught children not only to sing 
and dance but also learn to read and 
write. Daycares being at a distance 
from homes and unavailability of 
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an adult to take a child to daycare 
were identified as major barriers to 
attending or continuing to attend 
daycare.

Considerations for the 
sustainability of daycares in 

the long term 

The degree of compliance and 
satisfaction about daycares seen 
among caregivers in this study has 
implications for the sustainability of 
this drowning prevention intervention. 
Past research from Bangladesh found 
that a different rural community may 
not be as compliant with the daycare 
intervention as found in this study.6 
The SoLiD project provided daycare 
services free-of-cost, which may not 
be feasible to continue in the long 
term. Studies have found that some 

low-income families would require 
subsidies to continue sending their 
children to daycares.7Additional 
efforts would be required to sensitize 
the affected communities about 
drowning burden and prevention 
strategies, such that demand for 

daycares is generated from within 
these communities. Community 
ownership and engagement are 
critical to drawing government’s 
attention and ensuring commitment 
to this challenging public health 
problem that claims the lives of many 
young children in Bangladesh.  

Expansion of SoLiD’s daycare 
centers at the national level

In 2022, The Ministry of Women and 
Child Affairs of the government of 
Bangladesh announced the scale-

up of these rural daycares across 
45 Upazillas under a project titled 
“Integrated Community Based 
Center for Child Care, Protection 
and Swim-Safe Facilities Project” 
and announced $35 million in 
funding for a three-year program. 
This program is also referred to as 
the “Drowning Prevention Program 
(DPP)”. The government will take 
over the 2,500 existing crèches 
established under the SoLiD project 
and will expand the program by 
an additional 5,500 crèches. To 
advance this effort, the government 
of Bangladesh has selected 
Bangladesh Shishu Academy (BSA) 
as the implementing agency and 
CIPRB, Synergos, and Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) as technical 
partners. Bloomberg Philanthropies 
is committed to contributing up to 
US$ 50,000 per year for three years 
to support this project through the 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health. 

Child care centers based on the 
prototype set forth by the SoLiD 
project would be set up where 
children under 5 can be supervised 
by adults from 9 am to 2 pm, 
while their parents can engage 
in household chores or income-
generating activities. Children will 
engage in activities that will stimulate 
early childhood development. 
Lessons learned from the SoLiD 
project and other projects led by 
Synergos and RNLI will help shape 
the implementation and guide the 
monitoring and evaluation of the 
DPP. CIPRB will continue to run the 
existing daycares until the end of 
October 2022 after which all of 
the daycares will be handed over to 
be run by the BSA. Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health, 
CIPRB, Synergos, and RNLI will serve 
as technical experts to guide BSA 
in the monitoring and evaluation of 
the quality and impact of services 
provided in the child care centers 
and conduct baseline research 
on the burden of child drowning 
and community perspectives about 
the importance of early childhood 
education in the DPP Upazillas. 

Translational research that sees 

0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 o

f c
hi

ld
re

n

Months in 2014

Variation in daycare attendance by month in 2014  

Attended daycare Did not attend daycare

0

5

10

15

20

25

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 o

f c
hi

ld
re

n

Months in 2015

Variation in daycare attendance by month in 2015  

Attended daycare Did not attend daycare

Figure 1a: Variation in daycare attendance by month in 2014

Figure 1b: Variation in daycare attendance by month in 2015



73AmCham Journal
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Table 1: Reasons for sending a child to a daycare 
Across all follow ups

Reason for sending child to daycare1 Number of visits = 175,321 Percentage (%)

Child can stay safe 142,846 81.48%

Remain tension free 116,307 66.34%

Can learn reading/writing 112,973 64.44%

Can do household chores 108,489 61.88%

Can play 95,237 54.32%

Can learn to dance/sing/recite/rhymes 91,573 52.23%

Can learn cleanliness from daycare 49,237 28.08%

Can learn manner and etiquette 48,470 27.65%

Nobody else to supervise the child 7,394 4.22%

Other children attended 4,709 2.69%

Request from daycare supervisor 3,831 2.19%

Mother can work outside for money 3,404 1.94%

Neighbor’s suggestion 2,871 1.64%
1 Multiple responses allowed per respondent

pilot implementation followed by 
effectiveness studies and eventually 
uptake and habituation in the 
community is a highly sought-after 
outcome among public health 
professionals. In case of the SoLiD 
project, this has been made possible 
through continued funding from 
Bloomberg Philanthropies since 
2013 and the collaborative efforts of 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health, CIPRB and icddr,b.

The writer  of this article Dr. Lamisa 
Ashraf holds an MBBS from Dhaka 
University and did her MPH from 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health, USA. At present she 
is a Research Associate at the Johns 
Hopkins International Injury Research 
Unit, Department of International 
Health (Health Systems Program), 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health, USA.

......................................................

This report briefly shares the results 
from a manuscript titled “Caregivers’ 
Compliance and Perception of 
Daycare Centers—A Community-
Based Childhood Drowning 
Prevention Intervention Implemented 
in Rural Bangladesh” published 
in the International Journal of 
Environmental Research and Public 
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Throughout 2022, we celebrated 
five decades of partnership 
between the United States and 

Investing in Bangladeshis:  
50 Years of Partnership in 
Health and Education 

Bangladesh, reflecting on some of 
the major accomplishments our two 
countries have made together to help 
Bangladeshis achieve a brighter and 
more prosperous future. 

We now chart a path toward 
accelerating economic development 
and enabling Bangladesh to achieve its 
vision of becoming an upper middle-
income country by 2031.

Reaching this goal will require the 
combined strength of an entire nation 
working together in unison while 
maximizing the full potential of each 
and every citizen across the country.

This is why the United States, through 
the U.S. Agency for International 

Development (USAID), continues to 
invest in the people of Bangladesh. 

The United States is proud to 
have contributed to Bangladesh’s 
remarkable development and economic 
advancement over the past 50 years 
through investments of more than $8 
billion to improve the lives of its citizens. 
When people think of USAID, they 
might think of humanitarian assistance 
or traditional infrastructure projects 
of years past like building schools, 
hospitals or roads. 

However, our most impressive 
achievements are not found in tangible 
objects like buildings or bags of wheat – 
they are found in the benefits to people 
and communities we assist. 

Kathryn Davis Stevens
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Targeting Investments in Health 
and Education

Improving health and education is one 
of the most critical investments to ensure 
people in this country – or anywhere 
in the world – have opportunities to 
improve their own well-being and 
contribute more fully to their countries’ 
growth. Continued economic progress 
requires a healthy, educated population.  

From the time of independence, the 
Government of Bangladesh prioritized 
creating a robust public health system 
– a decision that continues to pay 
dividends. Health is also an area in 
which the impacts of investing in people 
are perhaps most visibly profound. 

It is impossible to have a healthy 
populace without investing in 
developing a skilled workforce of 
healthcare providers. This is why USAID 
has focused on strengthening the 
national health system – from training 
health workers and care providers, to 
building staff skills within logistics and 
supply chains to deliver medicines and 
commodities more effectively.  

Our joint investments have enabled 
Bangladeshi medical professionals 

to improve their quality of care, and 
help their communities lead healthier 
and more prosperous lives. In turn, 
Bangladesh is one of just a handful of 
countries to reduce both maternal and 

child mortality by more than two-thirds 
since 2000. 

A History of Partnership in 
Health 

Beginning in the 1970s, USAID 
programs were instrumental in 
establishing renowned health and 
research institutions like the International 
Center for Diarrhoeal Disease 
Research, Bangladesh (icddr,b) and 

the Social Marketing Company. USAID 
also partnered with the government 
of Bangladesh to start the Bangladesh 
Demographic and Health Survey. The 
survey is now managed by Bangladesh, 

and provides trusted evidence 
about progress in the health sector, 

which informs national policy and 
programming.  

Another success story is the 
GOB’s Expanded Programme on 
Immunization, which was established in 
1979 and led to very high childhood 
vaccination rates. USAID investments 
helped Bangladesh leverage the latest 
technology and science to develop 
new vaccines, transport and administer 
vaccines safely, and strengthen routine 
immunizations to give children a healthy 
start to life. The program enabled the 
country to eliminate polio in 2000 and 
continues to vaccinate children and 
prevent approximately 200,000 deaths 
each year. 

Past Investments Build Resilience 
for Future Challenges 

As we have learned over the past 
couple of years, investments in building 
a strong health system help countries 
adapt to emerging threats. When 
COVID-19 turned the world upside 
down, Bangladesh already had a cadre 
of skilled medical personnel in place 
to quickly shift focus and respond to 
the unprecedented challenges of the 
pandemic. USAID adapted our activities 
to provide health workers with urgent 
training on infection prevention and 

The United States donated Pfizer pediatric COVID-19 vaccines and provided additional funding to 
help Bangladesh roll out vaccinations for children ages 5-11 beginning in August 2022. Photo credit: 
Kelley Lynch for USAID.

USAID education programs focus on improving early reading and writing skills of primary school 
students. Photo credit: Habibul Haque for USAID.
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control, lab testing, and treatment for 
COVID-19 patients.

The United States stood by Bangladesh 
from the beginning of the pandemic, 
donating more than 100 million 
COVID-19 vaccine doses, which 
accounts for more than 70 percent 
of all international vaccine donations 
to Bangladesh. USAID also provided 
training to more than 50,000 
healthcare providers and other workers 
to safely deliver and administer vaccines 
in each of the country’s 64 districts. 

Bangladesh rapidly achieved millions 
of ‘shots in arms’ and has since fully 
vaccinated 73 percent of the entire country. 
Much of the credit for the country’s success 
is due to the government’s early decision to 
establish a robust immunization program 
many years ago. 

New Horizons in Education for 
Early Learners

When people are healthy, they are 
better able to learn. Bangladesh is 
fortunate to have high enrollment rates 
and gender parity in education, but 
children in underserved communities 
still face gaps in quality of instruction 
and other challenges that lead them to 
drop out.

This is why USAID has reinvigorated 
early childhood learning programs in 

close partnership with the Government 
of Bangladesh to reach children 
with the greatest need. Over the last 
decade, USAID education programs 
have reached 1.3 million primary 

school students, trained nearly 17,000 
teachers, and distributed more than two 
million reading materials to classrooms. 
We also continue to support the 
Sisimpur children’s educational television 
program, reaching 12 million children 
with entertaining learning opportunities. 

In doing so, we are striving to help the 
youngest generation of Bangladeshis 
have equitable opportunities for 
health and education so they can set 

themselves up for success for the rest of 
their lives. 

So while the impacts of long-term 
investments in people might not be 
as readily apparent as a new bridge, 
building, or school is – the impact of 
our work together shines brightest when 
a mother and father look into the eyes 
of their healthy newborn baby for the 
very first time; a baby who was delivered 
by a trained birth attendant. 

This impact is visible each time a 
young boy or girl smiles widely with 
the satisfaction of finishing reading a 
book, and when students complete their 
studies and start lives and families of 
their own.

And these impacts can be felt when 
Bangladesh continues to defy odds 
and accelerate economic growth in 
the face of a global pandemic. We 
know the impacts of our investments 

will continue to be felt for years to 
come, exemplifying the power of 
partnership between Americans and 
Bangladeshis in creating a better 
world for the next 50 years and 
beyond.

................................................

The writer of this article is the Mission 
Director, USAID Bangladesh

USAID helped establish notable institutions like the Social Marketing Company and the International 
Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease Research Bangladesh (icddr,b). In the 1970s, this partnership helped 
introduce oral rehydration salts (ORS) to help children overcome illness and disease. This photo was 
taken in Matlab in the 1970s during field trials of ORS. Photo credit: icddr,b

USAID investments have helped train community health workers to expand access to healthcare and 
improve the overall quality of care and services. This has contributed to Bangladesh’s impressive 
gains in improving maternal and child health. Photo credit: Kelley Lynch for USAID.  
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Chevron is one of the world’s 
leading integrated energy 
companies, involved in virtually 

every aspect of the energy industry. 
Access to energy helps improve 
lives by driving human progress and 
enabling the benefits of modern 
society. This is why Chevron is 
constantly working to provide reliable, 
affordable, and ever-cleaner energy.

 Here in Bangladesh, Chevron 
partners with the Government and 
Petrobangla, to help ensure energy 
security for the nation and play a part 
in the quest of emerging as a devel-
oped country by 2041.

 Chevron Bangladesh is the country’s 
largest producer of natural gas and 
condensate and has produced an 
average of approximately 1.5 billion 
cubic feet per day to supply clean 
energy to Bangladesh since 2016.

Chevron Bangladesh operates three 
fields: Bibiyana, Jalalabad, and Mou-
lavi Bazar and produces over 60% of 
the national gas production and over 
80% of condensate production in the 
country.

Chevron Bangladesh – 25 years 
journey towards sustainability in 
moving Bangladesh forward together

As a proud partner of Bangladesh, 
Chevron has invested over 3.6 billion 
US dollars of Foreign Direct Invest-
ment including over $500 million US 
dollars in contracts with local suppliers 
and contractors in the last 12 years.

More than 95% of the employees of 
Chevron are Bangladeshi nationals. 
With our talented employees we are 
delivering world class performance 
in safety, reliability and production 
efficiency.

We work to deliver the energy the 
world needs while protecting the en-
vironment. And to do that we deploy 
leading technical know-how and 
capability in an efficient and cost-ef-
fective way.

Globally, Chevron is planning to 
invest $10 billion in technologies 
between 2021 and 2028 to cut C02 
emissions in the atmosphere. The 
goal of our lower carbon capital 
investment is to reduce the carbon 
intensity of our business and building 
new lower carbon energy businesses. 
In Bangladesh, we are pursuing pro-
jects to harness the country’s natural 
resources and provide solutions to 
meet Bangladesh’s future energy 
needs.

 We work to deliver the energy 
Bangladesh needs while keeping our 
employees safe and protecting the 
environment. In Bangladesh, we have 
achieved remarkable safety record 
and world class production efficiency, 
while focusing on developing our 
highly skilled Bangladeshi nationals.

Chevron Bangladesh works with 
communities across its operations, 
building long-term partnerships that 
foster economic development and 
lasting benefits to them.

Social investments in communities are 
one of the core values of Chevron’s 
global business practice. In Bangla-
desh, Chevron has been managing 
social investment programs since 
2006. The key areas of social invest-
ments are health, education, econom-
ic development, and emergency relief. 

Chevron Bangladesh invests in 
activities and programs that focus 
primarily on livelihood support, access 
to education, primary health care 
facilities, skill development and entre-
preneurship support. Chevron carries 
out most of these projects in partner-
ship with leading nongovernmental 
organizations.

In Bangladesh, thousands of people 
in and around Chevron Bangladesh 
areas of operation in the country’s 
northeast benefit through partnerships 
the company has forged with the 
community and NGOs to address 
critical socio economic issues. As a 
partner with the Bangladesh govern-
ment, as well as local businesses and 
communities, Chevron also contrib-
utes to health care, education, and 
economic development for mutual 
benefit and progress.

At Chevron Bangladesh, we refer to 
our common set of values as The 
Chevron Way. This is the founda-
tion for what we believe and how 
we behave. Throughout our history, 
Chevron Bangladesh has been a 
place where trust, respect and humility 
define our culture and where perfor-
mance, partnership and accountability 
guide the way. The Chevron Way 
underpins our commitment to deliver 
affordable, reliable, and ever-cleaner 
energy. Our strategy is clear – we are 
leveraging our strengths to deliver 
lower carbon energy to a growing 
world. This includes contributing to 

Eric M Walker
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the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), which we view as a 
system of targets and objectives that 
build on each other to achieve a 
more sustainable future. We believe 
the next decade will be full of part-
nership, action and growth, and we 
are well-positioned to be part of the 
solution.

Chevron Bangladesh touches all 17 
SDGs through our day-to-day opera-
tions, partnership initiatives and social 
investment opportunities. We work 
with key partners, communities, and 
industry groups to maximize positive 
outcomes and continually deepen our 
understanding of sustainable devel-
opment.

Achieving a more sustainable energy 
future means drawing on our culture 
of human ingenuity to solve problems 
and deliver solutions. It also means 
being an outstanding partner with 
businesses around the world and with 
the communities we call home. By 
operating responsibly and performing 
with excellence, we strive to make 
Chevron the partner of choice.

In Bangladesh, our partnerships and 
investments in health, education and 
economic development advance 
progress and strengthen communities. 
We spent more than USD$15 million 
on community programs over the 
last 12 years, benefitting more than 
120,000 people.

Chevron’s Bangladesh Partnership 
Initiative (BPI) is our flagship, mul-
ti-year program that supports eco-
nomic development for communities 
in the greater Sylhet region. We work 
with leading development organiza-
tions, like BRAC, Swisscontact, and 
International Development Enterprises 
to establish business and workforce 
development programs. BPI demon-
strates sustainable progress through 
strengthening governance of 110 
Village Development Organizations 
(VDO) as registered cooperatives un-
der Jibika Project. Few of these VDOs 
received best cooperative awards at 
District and Divisional level in the last 
couple of years which is a landmark 
of substantial growth in their liveli-
hoods and leadership skills.  Uttoron 

is another work stream of BPI which 
provides technical training to more 
than 3000 local youths in various 
trades with 68% job placement.  As a 
long-term legacy of Uttoron interven-
tion, BPI contributed to establish one 

permanent technical training center 
and one advanced welding facility in 
partnership with Sylhet City Corpora-
tion and Khulna Shipyard respectively. 
BPI is also designed to support 1100 
Micro, Small and Medium enterprises 
through ‘Uddokta’ Project providing 
market chain development support, 
access to finance facilities, joint ven-
ture initiative, promotional campaign, 
etc.

 For 15 years, Chevron Bangladesh 
has sponsored two clinics in Karim-
pur and Swastipur near our Bibiya-
na gas plant to improve access to 
healthcare. These two clinics serve 
the local communities with approxi-
mately 60,000 affordable and qual-
ity health services every year. Since 
2006, we have been implementing 
water, Sanitation and Hygiene pro-
jects for the Greater Sylhet commu-
nities. Tree plantation campaign, 
winter support, agriculture inputs, 
solar street lights, sewing machine, 
toolbox, learning materials are few of 
other support areas which Chevron 
is contributing to improve the quality 
of livelihoods of local neighboring 
communities.

 During Covid pandemic, we provid-
ed emergency food & hygiene pack-

ages to more than 8000 families, 
10 oxygen concentrators, and two 
ICU ventilators to local hospitals to 
help strengthen health care facilities 
to attend more patients in Sylhet with 
covid complications.  At the event of 

the recent flood in Sylhet region, 
we provided one week supplies to 
around 15000 families and addi-
tional 240,000 oral saline and water 
purification tablets.

In addition, we support education 
programs. In the last 12 years, we 
have awarded more than 8,000 
scholarships to local students. The 
SHIKHON Project, collaboration 
between Chevron and Save the 
Children, provided multi years of 
an accelerated non-formal primary 
school education to 1,800 previ-
ously out-of-school children and 
dropouts from 46 villages near 
our areas of operation. Also, we 
pioneered a partnership with the 
Asian University for Women (AUW) 
by supporting their Summer School 
where the brightest female high 
school students across Bangladesh 
participate in an intensive program 
focused on Science, Technology, En-
gineering and Mathematics (STEM) 
and Humanities subjects.

......................................................

The writer of this article is the 
President and Managing Director 
of Chevron, in Bangladesh.





82 AmCham Journal

Health care has never been a 
one-size-fits-all, and COVID-19 
has brought this fact into sharp 

display. A diabetic woman of 65 years, 
a healthy man of 40 years, a pregnant 
woman, and a high school student, 
all take on a different level of personal 
risk every time they step outside. Each 
individual handles the mental toll of 
this prolonged pandemic differently, 
too. And those who live alone struggle 
with their health needs in different ways 
than those who live with others and 
in multigenerational households. But 
some common needs unite all these 
types of patients, no matter what the 
circumstances are. Everyone needs 
access to timely, accurate information 
and a better understanding of the care 
options they have. Everyone needs 
a safe, easy way to see doctors and 
monitor chronic conditions. Eventually 
these all boil down to one thing, 
people need greater control over their 
own care; they need to be able to take 
responsibility for the management of 
their health and well-being. 

Home health care can be the next 
leading edge in healthcare innovation, 
to empower patient and family to take 
control of their health and well being. 

Home Health Care Towards 
Health Empowerment

Dr Shagufa Anwar

Due to steadily improving healthcare, 
life expectancy is increasing and with it 
the ageing population. World Health 
Organization predicted 5 years back 
that between 2015 and 2050, the 
proportion of the world’s older adults 
will almost double from about 12% to 
22%, in absolute terms, which was an 
expected increase from 900 million to 
2 billion people over the age of 60. 
Among many benefits of home health 
care, most obviously, it allows seniors 
to stay at home instead of having 
to visit a hospital for small to big 
problems.

Assisting an Ageing Society

Even though it is a high priority, other 
obligations, whether personal or work-
related, can come in the way of family 
members for providing continuous care 
for the elders of the family. For seniors 
who need continual care over time, 
particularly if a progressive sickness 
impairs both physical and cognitive 
abilities as a result of the condition, 
home health care services can offer 
a high-quality level of assistance 
allowing them age in the comfort of 
his or her home environment. Further it 
allows older persons who are healing 
from accidents or managing acute 
or chronic health issues to remain 
in the place they want – their own 
homes – during their recovery. In short, 
home health care can assist the aging 
population to age at home which can 
extend and improve overall quality of 
their lives by postponing hospitalization 
and preventing premature decline.

Home health care can also help 
reduce hospital readmissions. For 
example, there are documented 
systematic reviews of patients with 
heart failure, which have shown that 
those who received home health care 

with nurse visits at home, experienced 
fewer hospital readmissions and less 
mortality for up to six months after 
they were discharged from the hospital 
compared to patients who didn’t 
receive home visits by nurse. According 
to research, older persons who heal at 
home have fewer difficulties than those 
who recover in a hospital. Having 
the ability to remain at home helps 
older persons to keep their routines in 
familiar settings and preserve a feeling 
of normalcy in their life.

Visiting an older family member in 
the comfort of their own home, rather 
than a hospital or clinic, being more 
convenient for family and friends; 
patients benefit from increased social 
engagement when there are no time 
constraints or visiting hours. As a result, 
this helps alleviate their mental status 
and strengthens family connections. 
In the long run, home health care 
can prove to be more cost-effective 
avoiding unnecessary hospitalizations. 
Moreover, Home Health Aides can 
assist the family caregiver with everyday 
duties such as bathing & dressing of 
the patient and also in other household 
chores. Because of this, family 
caregivers can get relief from part of 
the stress. 

Creating Consistency in Care 

Establishing a comfortable and trusting 
relationship with any form of home 
health care provider will largely base 
on consistency. Consistent care giving 
will be able to ensure daily structure 
and routine in aging population or 
in population experiencing cognitive 
decline. Further it can ensure 
medicines are administered properly 
on an accurate and timely schedule 
as prescribed by the doctor which 
is critical for many elderly patients. 
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In-home caregivers can further 
assist with picking up groceries and 
preparing healthy meals according to 
strict dietary needs to ensure optimal 
nutrition. 

Ensuring Safety as a Continuum 
of Care

Patient safety at home is as important 
as patient safety in hospitals. 
Unsafe conditions in the home can 
lead to unnecessary or avoidable 
hospitalizations. When patients leave 
the hospital and return home with 
home nursing care, they go from highly 
supportive medical environments with 
potentially many physicians, nurses, 
aides, and other professionals, to non-
medical environments with formal and 
informal caregiver support. Patients 
and their families are largely left to 
themselves, expected to be engaged 
in the daunting task of their care 
sufficiently to own and manage their 
medical conditions. Home health care 
thus can ensure safety of the patients 
at home, thereby can decrease costs, 
improve health outcomes, and reduce 
unwarranted hospitalizations. Further 
improving information exchange with 
home health care team and better 
communication among clinicians, 
caregivers, and patients is essential 
to improve the safety of home care. 
Developing interventions to improve 

caregiver communication and training 
in the proper care of the patient are 
also very crucial to be considered by 
the health care policy makers.

Structured institutionalized 
platform

The home health care team should 
be comprised of nurses, physical 
therapists, occupational therapists, 
speech therapists, and home health 
aides (to provide non-medical care), 
all of whom to be overseen by a 
physician. Each member of the team 
should be thoroughly checked and 
trained. Home health care can also 
be immensely beneficial by providing 
frequent monitoring and education 
to the patient. Patients can consult 
the team without having to go to 
a doctor’s chamber, rehabilitation 
center, or hospital for treatment. 
Patients can get a broad range of 
therapies from the home health care 
team in the comfort of their own 
homes, ranging from expert nursing 
and therapy to wound care and 
medication management. It can ensure 
that patients receive the appropriate 
treatment at the appropriate time in 
the comfort of their own homes and 
communities. 

In an ideal home health care 
platform, when a patient signs up, an 
experienced nurse should visit and 

meet with the family at 
home to understand 
exactly what services they 
need. The nurse then 
can prepare a detailed 
personalized care plan; 
to arrange there after a 
caregiver with the right 
skills, the right personality 
and the right schedule 
compatibility with the 
patient who will be taken 
care of in his home. 
Anyone signing up for 
high-quality home health 
care should expect and 
get a similar process to 
start with. Once home 
health care starts, the 
patient and the health 
care provider can work 
together to determine the 

appropriate days and hours for home 
visits by the providers for relevant 
medical and non-medical care. In 
addition to hands-on care for the 
patient, home health care providers 
can act as a liaison, assisting with 
communication between the patient 
and his treating physician & other 
healthcare team. They can act as the 
eyes and ears for the physician inside 
the patient’s home. The doctor sees 
the patients intermittently, so sometimes 
the home health aide can head off 
larger medical issues by seeing signs 
and symptoms earlier.

Paving path for revolutionary 
healthcare experience

COVID-19 has shown us the 
importance of keeping patients, 
families, and caregivers informed 
and connected, and of valuing them 
as co-creators in building the future 
of healthcare delivery; to sum up, 
patients, families, and healthcare 
professionals need to be empowered. 
To achieve this empowerment, greater 
communication between and among 
the patient, family caregivers, and 
providers is required. The dynamics of 
the pandemic, have forced healthcare 
organizations to refocus and adapt in 
various ways which will help increase 
empowerment. Here are the areas 
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where progress is already being made 
in our country and where further 
developments could revolutionize the 
healthcare experience.

[A] Innovating new technologies

The move to virtual delivery during 
the pandemic has advanced the 
adoption of some of the technological 
innovations that had already 
started transforming the healthcare 
experience. Telemedicine, for example, 
has been around for a decade and 
more in our country, with an infrequent 
sporadic existence, but the pandemic 
has made it common place, being 
accepted by all. Remote monitoring 
of blood pressure, oxygen saturation 
levels, blood sugar readings, and 
much more is now common. Though 
not yet very common in Bangladesh, 
since long before the pandemic, apps 
that connect patients to medical 
expertise had been in development, 
and they are continuing to crop up. 
Apps diagnosing acute respiratory 
disease in children by analyzing how 
their coughs sound or apps tracking 
a variety of biological cues that, when 
added together, signaling the onset of 
Parkinson’s disease, or app analyzing 
blood flow in the tip of a person’s 
index finger to indicate artery health; 
all of these technologies in future are 
going to make it easier for patients 
and caregivers to proactively monitor 
their health, building a sense of 
empowerment.

Keeping in line with the advanced 
countries, fast-growing and 
empowering technology of telehealth-
enabled software in wearable health 
devices should be a household 
common item in the next few years in 
Bangladesh as well. The data from 
these sorts of devices would be able 
to empower not only patients but 
employers and caregivers, as the 
employed artificial intelligence (AI) 
could analyze data related to the 
well-being of an entire organization’s 
workforce, forecasting when an 

individual might become diabetic or 
develop other serious complications 
five, ten, or even fifteen years in the 
future, and enabling early intervention.

[B] Including the entire 
household and social factors in 
the patient experience

Healthcare, in our country is mostly 
a family affair. Many patients rely on 
relatives, both inside and outside of 
their home, to help them coordinate 
care. A healthcare experience that 
empowers not just the patient but the 
entire household or support system is 
therefore necessary. Family members 
might be called on to administer 
medication, work with apps and other 
technology that the patient isn’t familiar 
with, and translate information, 
schedule appointments, and support 
care in other ways. 

[C] Co-creating the new 
healthcare experience

To co-create the new healthcare 
experience, all concerned parties 
should be brought to the table 
— patients, families, caregivers, 
provider organizations, community 
resources, concerned local and 
national governmental bodies, for  
brainstorming to redesign the care 
model and its implementation assuring 
a greater opportunity for success. 
Co-creation with key stakeholders 
and provider organizations should be 
at the heart of the patient experience 
addressing their pain points, such as 
accessing the right treatment interface, 
to make or cancel appointments, 
scheduling procedures, obtaining clear 
and easy-to-understand post-discharge 
care information etc.  Solutions, 
therefore, can be implemented in 
response, such as proactive reminders 
and delivery of the right information to 
the patient at the right time.

Just the beginning of a dynamic 
healthcare experience

Empowering healthcare tools those 
are being developed today might 

shape the future of the patient and 
caregiver experience. After a baby is 
born, health systems that can evaluate 
a mother’s online search history, for 
example, or call up her and her child’s 
previously recorded health records, 
could send push notifications to the 
mother’s mobile phone, reminding 
her of any tests or health interventions 
her child might need or alerting her 
to discounts available on products 
or services that might be helpful to 
her. Or, data analytics could track 
environmental conditions like poor air 
quality and match them to individual 
health issues of a runner, like asthma. 
These scenarios aren’t some far-
fetched vision of the future; these are 
very clearly possible when considered 
together with the advances we are 
seeing every day and in all cases, it 
will be the empowerment of patients, 
families, and healthcare providers that 
will ensure our collective safety and 
health.

The next frontier in healthcare 
innovation

The future of healthcare will be much 
less centered on institutions. By all 
measures, the home is the future of 
healthcare. As healthcare becomes 
more data-driven, it also will become 
more personalized and proactive 
and less reactive. Time has come to 
design structured home health care 
provider setup so that more people 
can receive care in their homes, and 
emerging AI based technology will 
be enabling many of these changes 
by augmenting the physical presence 
of the home health care team, not by 
taking the humanity out of healthcare.

......................................................

The writer is a Health Care Strategist 
& Private Sector Specialist with 
more than 2 decades of CXO level 
experience in leading hospitals 
and pharmaceutical companies in 
Bangladesh.

She can be reached at dr.shagufa.
anwar@gmail.com
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CSR CORNER 

Uttoron- Skills for better life project 
funded by Chevron and implemented 
by Swisscontact completed its six 
years journey. Today, in presence 
of all the stakeholders, in marking 
the end of this odyssey the closing 
ceremony was organized in Dhaka. 
The project worked to capacitate 
promising youths, create access to 
training for youth and capacitate the 
government. In first phase (2016-
2019) the project worked in three 
regions (Habiganj, Moulavibazar 
and Sylhet) and in the second phase 
(2019-2022) worked in five regions 
of the country (Dhaka, Habiganj, 
Khulna, Moulavibazar and Sylhet).  

Md . Mahbub Hossain, Honorable 

Cl osing ceremony of Chevron 
funded Uttoron project held

Senior Secretary, Energy and Mineral 
Resources Division, Ministry of Power, 
Energy and Mineral Resources of the 
Government of Bangladesh graced 
the program as the chief guest; Ms . 
Nasreen Afroz, Honorable Executive 
Chairman (Secretary), National 
Skills Development Authority, Prime 
Minister’s Office of the Government 
of Bangladesh ornated the event as 
special guest and Eric M. Walker, 
President and Managing Director, 
Chevron Bangladesh was the guest 
of honor of this occasion. 

The second phase of Uttoron 
came into existence from 2019 to 
2022, and this time, with a more 
holistic approach to confront the 

challenges of the skills development 
domain. In this phase, total of 2014 
youths of the age bracket 18-35 
from Dhaka (Dhaka North City 
Corporation and Dhaka South City 
Corporation); Habiganj (Nabiganj 
Upazilla); Moulavibazar (Kamalganj, 
Sadar and Sreemangal upazilla); 
Sylhet (Khadimpara, Khadimnagar, 
Tukerbazar, Tultikor Union and Sylhet 
City Corporation) were enrolled in 
eight (8) market demanded trades, 
out of these 1931 graduated. 
24% of the trainees were female. 
74% of the graduates joined to 
employment (self-employment and 
wage-employment) already. The 
project established a sustainable 
permanent training facility at the 



86 AmCham Journal86 AmCham Journal86 AmCham Journal

heart of Sylhet, in partnership with 
Sylhet City Corporation (SCC), which 
will run beyond the project period. 
This facility has 9,000 square feet 
of dedicated space. In five (05) 
trades annually 800 trainees can be 
trained from this facility. The project 
in partnership with the country’s 
prime welding body Khulna Shipyard 
established 4,000 square feet of 
sophisticated advanced welding, 
where 3G to 6G international-level 
welding training will be provided, 
trainees will be assessed on 
international standards and will be 
certified by globally well-recognized 
certification institute Bureau Veritas 
(BV).  

Chief guest Mr. Md Mahbub 
Hossain said, “I would like to thank 
Swisscontact for implementing 
Uttoron in such an innovative way. 
The partnership with city corporation, 
government training institutes like 
Khulna Shipyard TTC are examples 
of NGOs activities successfully 
supporting government in achieving 
SDG goals. Highly commendable 
work.”

Special guest Ms Nasreen Afroz said, 
“The Public-Private -Partnership has 
become more important than ever 
before. Uttoron is a good example of 
such partnership. Uttoron maintained 
a close working relationship with 
NSDA. With guidance from NSDA 
it has developed competency 
standard for Packaging and Finishing 
Operation trade, a new trade that 
will address the demand of skilled 
workforce in the packaging sector. I 
am happy to inform you that it has 

already been approved by Prime 
Ministers Office. In collaboration 
with us it has developed the national 
standard for Welding Inspection 
Trade for the Welding Inspector 
occupation. All these efforts are 
praiseworthy.”

 Guest of honor Eric M Walker 
said, “At Chevron, we believe that 
we are the community we live in, 
and our work in economic de-
velopment, education and health 
is a testament to that core value 
that we live by. We are especially 
proud to be a part of Uttoron, 
which is the skilled workforce 
development component of our 
Bangladesh Partnership Initiative – 
a multi-year, multi-pronged social 
investment program built on our 
core commitment to support eco-
nomic development in our areas 
of operation in the north-east of 
the country. Specifically, Uttoron 
is focused on addressing Bangla-
desh’s technical skills shortage 
through the delivery of high-qual-
ity, vocational training programs 
to aspiring community youths, 
many of whom are women.”

Country Director of Swisscontact 
Bangladesh in his concluding 
remarks said, “Today we are 
gathered here to celebrate the 
achievement of the Uttoron proj-
ect, which focused on making a 
difference in the life of the youth 
of Bangladesh. The journey of 
Uttoron started in 2016, and over 
six years, we have come a long 

way. We achieved more than we 
anticipated.”

Chevron is one of the world’s 
leading integrated energy com-
panies, involved in virtually every 
aspect of the energy industry. In 
Bangladesh, Chevron operates 
three gas fields in the northeast of 
the country. Chevron Bangladesh 
Block Twelve, Ltd. and Chevron 
Bangladesh Blocks Thirteen & 
Fourteen, Ltd. (“Chevron Ban-
gladesh”) is the largest producer 
of natural gas in Bangladesh, 
accounting for over 60% of total 
domestic natural gas production 
and over 80% of the domestic 
condensate production. Chevron 
Bangladesh works with communi-
ties across its operations, building 
long-term partnerships that foster 
economic development and 
lasting benefits to them. Social in-
vestments in communities are one 
of the core values of Chevron’s 
global business practice. 

In Bangladesh, Chevron has 
been managing social investment 
programs since 2006. Chevron 
Bangladesh invests in activities 
and programs that focus primarily 
on livelihood support, access to 
education, primary health care 
facilities, skill development and 
entrepreneurship support. Chev-
ron carries out most of these proj-
ects in partnership with leading 
nongovernmental organizations.










